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"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)
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FOLLOWING THE RULES

Apparent at al nost every turn is the fact
t hat people enjoy sports. Manuf acturers
of sporting goods find a ready and
conpetitive market for their products.
One of the nost popular features of
| arger newspapers is the sports section

I ndi vi dual and team conpetition is an
accepted part of school activity, wth
nati onal chanpi onships in basketball and
footbal |l being of significant acclaimfor
maj or universities. Beyond those days of
academ ¢ | oyal ty and partiality,
professionalism enters the picture and
athletic conpetition reaches its height
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of seriousness. For those so involved,
sports then becones a business as well as
a sport.

Early explorers found the natives of our
Western Hem sphere engaging in athletic
contests, and it is well known that the
AQynmpic Ganes had their origin in the
city-states of ancient G eece. The
apostl e Paul bases his comments in 1 Cor.
9:24-27 on a conpetitive race, “Know ye
not that they which run in a race run
all, but one receiveth the prize? So
run, that ye may obtain. And every nan
t hat striveth for the nastery is
tenperate in all things. Now they do it
to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an
incorruptible. | therefore so run not as
uncertainly;, so fight |, not as one that
beateth the air: but | keep under ny
body, and bring it into subjection: |est
that by any means, when | have preached
to others, | nyself should be a cast-
anay. ” One ever-present and essenti al
factor in sporting events, whether such
contests be ancient or as current as this
season, is a recognizable set of rules.
Unless there is a standard to go by,
utter confusion wll result. One nust
play according to the rules if he expects
to win the contest.

It is even so in spiritual nmatters.
CGod’s rules nust be obeyed. To do
otherwise is to forfeit the Christian
hope. In 2 Tinothy 2:5 Paul wote, *“And
if any nman strive for nasteries, yet is
he  not crowned, except he strive
lawfully.” Differences of opinion do not
alter the law, and we do not possess the
wi sdomor ability to change God's |aw
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CGod has established the pattern by which
the gane of life is to be played, and we
must conply with H s requirenents.

An exanple of basic requirenents in
regard to Christ, Hs church, and eterna

life are beautifully presented in the
book of Acts, chapter 2. The Bible here
teaches that those of honest heart who
believed and repented were Dbaptized,

t hereby being added to the Lord s church.

Notice the sinplicity of this action.

Bel i ef pronpted repentance, which caused
them to submt to baptism and through
baptism they becanme part of Christ’s
spiritual body, Hs church. This is the
Bi bl e pattern whi ch results from
following the proper rules. It is the
pattern which was set and followed in the
early days of Christianity, and it is the
Lord’s pattern for this day. Have you
conformed to this pattern, ny friend,

bei ng thereby added to the Lord' s church?

It is so sad that through the ages sone
have appeared to want Christ as a Savi our

but they have been unwilling to have H m
as the Lord of their lives by conpletely
surrendering to H s requirenents. Not e
John’s comments about the reaction of

sone in regard to the teaching of Jesus
(John 12:42-43), “Neverthel ess anong the
chief rulers also nany believed on Hm

but because of the Pharisees they did not
confess Hm |est they should be put out
of the synagogue: for they Ioved the
praise of nen nore than the praise of
God. ” These were hindered by social

acceptance from conplying wth God' s
rul es. To the scribes and Pharisees in
Matthew 15:6 Jesus said, “ Thus have ye
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THE HARVESTER is a monthly publication intended to
encourage all men everywhere to become laborers

into God’s harvest (Luke 10:2). This paper 1is
mailed free of charge to anyone who wishes to
receive 1it. Please submit name, address and all

correspondence to:
Ray McManus
301 Varden Hill Road
Birmingham, AL 35214-1947
Phone: (205) 791-1399

made the conmandnent of God of none
effect by your tradition.”

In all kindness, ny dear friend, why are
you what you are in religion? Is it
because of soci al accept ance or
tradition? This is why nost people
follow in religion the course they do.
But God's design for redenption, as
revealed in Acts 2, stands clearly before
us as the proper course to follow Have
you been baptized into Christ and thereby
added to Hs church? This is the Bible
pattern. This is the result of follow ng
Cod's rules. This is what the Bible
t eaches and what God requires.

HARRY COBB

PO Box 75

Wedowee, AL 36278
Reprinted from

The Lifeline, April 1982

THE ONLY TIME YOU MUST NOT FAIL
IS THE LAST TIME YOU TRY!
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SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

1. On the day Israel crossed the Jordan
River on dry ground, who did the Lord
exalt?

2. How many days away was Passover when
Jesus told Hs disciples He would be
crucified in Matthew 267?

3. Wat wll happen to the one who
hunbl es hi nsel f?

4. According to Psalm 8, what is the son
of man crowned wi th?

5. Wiat did Jacob say he would take for
hi s wages from Laban?

ANSVERS NEXT MONTH . ..
and renenber | ast nonth’s questions?

1.Wo asked God, “Am | ny brother’s
keeper ?” CAIN (CGen. 4:9)

2. According to Deuteronony, when a nan
married, how long was he to stay hone?
ONE YEAR (Deut. 24:5)

3. Wiat does God call friendship with the
world? ENMTY WTH GOD (Jas. 4:4)

4. Name one of the three rewards prom sed
Dani el by Bel shazzar for interpreting the
si gn? CLOTHED IN SCARLET, GoLD
NECKLACE, AND THIRD RULER IN KI NGDOM
(Dan. 5:16)

5 Wo was the father of Peter and
Andr ew? JONAS (Jn. 21:15)
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A MOTHER’S LOVE

Soneone once inmagined a story about God
who sent an angel down from heaven to
find the nost beautiful thing on earth
and bring it back to heaven. When the
angel saw the flowers at springtine he
said, “These nust be the nost beautiful
things on earth”; and he gathered them up
to take wth himback to heaven.

Then he net a child of wondrous beauty
and golden hair and a lovely smle. Wen
he saw the child he said, “This nust be
the nost wonderful thing on earth.
Not hing could be sweeter than the smle
of that innocent child.”

But farther along, in a renote valley, he
canme to a hunble cottage where a nother
sat in the doorway wth her baby in her
| ap. As he watched her tender and
beautiful care for the Ilittle baby, he
said, “This nust be the fairest thing on
earth. I will take the nother’s Iove
back with ne to heaven.”

When he reached the portals of heaven the
flowers had faded and were dead, the
smle on the child s face had changed
into a scow -- but the nother’'s | ove was
unchanged. Truly this is one of the nost
beautiful things on this earth!

G all the people in the world, nothers
are very special to each one of us. They
seem to love us through thick and thin,
no matter what. And unfortunately, a | ot
of times we take our nothers for granted.
W expect themto be there everyday, day
in and day out. They cannot afford to
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take a day off, can they? \Wenever a
not her gets sick for one day, the whole
househol d beconmes a ness. They pick up
after us, they cook all that delicious
food that we enjoy and they wait on us
hand and foot when we becone sick. They
do all this because they are our nothers
and they | ove us dearly.

Perhaps a nother’s love for her child is
best illustrated in the story of Mses.
As the book of Exodus tells wus, the
children of Israel had becone slaves in
the Egyptian enpire. But the Pharaoh of
Egypt feared the Israelites woul d one day
rise up against him So to keep the
foreigners under control, he ordered that
every male child born to the Israelites
shoul d be killed (Exo. 1:22).

But one nother decided that she could not
commt such a horrendous crine. For
three nonths she hid her newborn son.
Then she set him adrift by the river in
an “ark of bulrushes”, later to be
rescued by the daughter of Pharaoh (Exo.
2:1-10).

Wiy did this woman choose to di sobey the
Pharaoh’s order? Wat notivated her to
risk her life for the sake of her baby
son? She sinply did not have the heart
to allow himto be killed. She only had
a heart full of love and respect for the
tiny child who would grow up to becone
t he prophet Moses.

It is hoped that all through the year we
will honor and respect and cherish our
not hers, and not just on Mother’s Day.

RAY



COSPEL WMIERTINGS

DATES PLACE & TIME
May Second Avenue Church
1-3 Opelika, AL
May Chestnut Grove Church
4-8 Parksville, KY
May Hopkinsville, OH
11-15
May Liberty Church
24 - 29 Liberty, KY
June Winchester, OH
1-5
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[Editor’s Note:
articles
brother could
greatly appreciated.
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for publishing in this paper.
Spare one or two,

Also,

SPEAKER

Kevin Mills
(Georgia)

James McDonald
(Woodbury, TN)

James McDonald
(Woodbury, TN)

James McDonald
(Woodbury, TN)

James McDonald
(Woodbury, TN)

We desperately need new

If a
it would be

do not forget to

send the announcement of your gospel meeting at

least a month and a half

in advance.

Please

continue to pray for us and our efforts.]



	Following the Rules
	Search the Scriptures
	A Mother's Love
	Gospel Meetings

