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"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)
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PLASTIC WRAP AND ELEPHANTS

Onhe of ny professors
t hese [fol | ow ng]

recently placed
wor ds on t he

mar kerboard in the mddle of one of her

| ectures and said
her point.

To Know
is to No Know

so Know No Know

She didn't tell wus

t hey enphasized

away what they

nmeant, but said she was going to let us

ponder about their

neaning for a while
before revealing it to us.
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This sort of challenge is one that |
really enjoy, so | sat through the rest
of class trying to deci pher what hidden
neaning was really there. Alas, | was
st unped. After <class | asked ny
professor to explain to ne the nmeani ng of
the words. She smiled a great smle, and
t hought for only a nonent before giving
me these two exanples which nmade the
words quite clear.

If you take fruit flies and place themin
a jar and cover the jar wth «clear
plastic wap such that the flies can not

see the plastic, the flies wll bounce
off of the plastic trying to escape.
After a period of time, they will learn

that no matter how hard they try to get
out, they can not nmake it past the
invisible barrier. At this point, you
can renove the plastic wap, and flies
won't fly away.

El ephant trainers use the sane basic
principl e. They tie young elephants to
smal|l trees that are strong enough that

the elephants can not break free. No
matter how hard they pull, the snal

el ephants can not get | oose. They soon
stop tugging at their ropes at all. Wen

they are full grown, though the el ephants
are quite capable of exerting enough
force to break | arge ropes or uproot many
smal|l trees, the elephants do not think
they can escape. Only a snmall stake is
used to keep themti ed.

The stories nmade the words quite clear.
The flies and the el ephants THOUGHT t hey
KNEW they could not escape. However ,
once the plastic wap was renoved and the
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el ephants were full grown, this was not

the case at all! So, for them to KNOW
(or in their case, to have freedon), they
needed to “NO KNOW (or not believe) what

they thought they knew (that they could
not escape), because what they thought

t hey knew was actual |y WRONG

I t hought this idea had terrific
application to our spiritual strengths
and weaknesses. Since we human beings
can often act in the sane manner as fruit
flies and elephants, | wonder if Satan
could use this principle to hi s
advant age? “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, wal keth about, seeking whom
he nmay devour” (I Pet. 5:8).

Could it be that in our younger spiritual
life we did not believe we had the
strength to overcone a particular sin,
and now we do have the strength, but do
not believe we can overcone the sin
because we could not overcone it before?
Could it be that at one point in tinme w
were rejected for the sake of the Cospel,
and since then have not tried to reach
out to others because we fear that
rejection mght cone again?

Could it be that we were once afraid of
audi ences and used that as an excuse not
to be a leader in worship services, but
now have developed talents worthy to be
used but still don’t use them because of
the old fear? Could it be that we do not
study the Bible deeply because at one
timte we had difficulty wunderstanding a
deep subject?
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THE HARVESTER is a monthly publication intended to
encourage all men everywhere to become laborers

into God’s harvest (Luke 10:2). This paper 1is
mailed free of charge to anyone who wishes to
receive 1it. Please submit name, address and all

correspondence to:
Ray McManus
301 Varden Hill Road
Birmingham, AL 35214-1947
Phone: (205) 791-1399

Could it be that Satan knows of our pre-
concei ved ideas about our own strengths
and weaknesses and used this information
agai nst us? Certainly he could. And he
does. But let’'s realize, there IS
STRENGTH I N CHRI ST TO OVERCOVE SATAN, and
to live the life that Jesus Christ wants
us to Ilive!l! “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth ne”
(Ph. 4:13).

Let’s not be afraid of those things which
hi ndered us in the past, but let’s trust
in Hs strength to enable us to do ALL
THI NGS necessary to please the Lord!

Chad Prince
311 Golden Crest Circle
Birmingham, AL 35209

IT IS NATURAL TO BE RELIGIOUS;

IT IS SUPERNATURAL TO BE CHRISTIAN.
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SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

1. How many tinmes did Gdeon use the
fl eece as a sign from CGod?

2. W sent Pilate a nessage telling him
to have nothing to do with Jesus?

3. What nane is above every title that
can be given?

4. In |Isaiah’s prophecy of the Day of the
Lord, how many wonen wll| pursue each
man, wanting to marry hinf®

5. What book of the Bible opens with a
description of what t he swar m ng,
creeping and stripping | ocusts have done?

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH . ..
and renenber |ast nonth' s questions?

1. Wen it cane to interpretation of
dreans, from whom did Daniel get help?
GD (Dan. 2:28)

2. Wiere was Jesus when the crown of
thorns was put on his head? IN THE HALL
-- CALLED PRAETORI UM (M. 15:16)

3. If one shows no nercy to others, what
may he expect? JUDGVENT W THOUT MERCY
(Jas. 2:13)

4, Wy was Jeremah arrested at the
Benjamn Gate? THEY THOUGHT HE WAS
DESERTI NG TO THE CHALDEANS (Jer. 37:13)

5. Wo died first, Aaron or Mbses?
AARON (Num 20: 28)
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THERE WERE MEN

Once upon a tinme there were nmen in the
church who desired the preem nence (3 Jn.
9). They wanted everyone in the congre-
gation to ook up to themand to think of
them as “superior”. Unfortunately, they
t hought of thenselves nmuch nore highly
than they should have (Rom 12: 3),
although no one could get this point
across to them

These nmen deceived the church by
appealing to influential elders. They
seened to be doing good deeds, yet a
different notive was evident (Matt. 6:1-
6). It got so bad that they even sought
to please the social elite nore than
trying to please God (Gal. 1:10). They
al so devi sed great excuses for sitting in
the chief seats (Matt. 23:6).

Once upon a tine there were nen who
conducted thenselves as lords over the
church of our Savior Jesus Christ (1 Pet.
5:3). They nmagically transforned matters
of opinion into matters of law (1 Cor.
8:9). In addition, they barked about who
could fellowship wth whom and they dared
to oversee its adherence.

These nmen were accustonmed to gathering
stones and small rocks into nunerous
piles (Jn. 8:5-7). Then they threw those
rocks at anybody who went contrary to
their views, whether it was true or not.
These nmen even had the talent to hit an
entire congregation, yet were unable to
see the pebbles in their own eyes (M.
7:3).
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Once upon a tinme there were nen who spoke
snmooth things to the people (lsa. 30:10).
They spoke using big fancy, nulti-
syl l able words which few in the audience

real ly under st ood (1 Cor . 2:1).
Sonetinmes they used a boomng voice to
strike fear in their |isteners. I nst ead

of inpressing the people, they confused
them with vain babblings over strifes of
words (2 Tim 2:16).

These nmen cane stormng into the church,
throwi ng their weight around, and letting
everyone know of their presence in the
house. Wien things went against their
belief, they would stonp around in
disgust (1 Cor. 4:18). They even put on
a big scow of disagreenment and pouted
whenever they did not get their way (M.
26: 8).

Once upon a tine there were nmen who set
t hensel ves as j udges over any
congregation they visited (Rom 14:4,10).
Secretly t hey pr of essed to know
everything under the sun (Eccl. 2:9). *“I
don’t know' could not be found in their
vocabul ary. On the outside they appeared
hunble and they bowed their heads when
appr oached. But they never took their
eyes off their prey. Inwardly they were
ravenous wolves (M. 7:15) and had
itching ears, eager to hear the |atest
gossip about “quest i onabl e” br et hren
(Acts 17:21).

These nmen traveled swiftly wherever the
snoke of discontent arose and they
travel ed in packs. It was fine when
others canme to them for answers instead
of searching in the Bible (Acts 17:11).

(continued on next page)



GOSPEL

DATES PLACE & TIME
August New Bethel Church
1-7 Cullman, AL
August Napolean Church
2-7 Woodland, AL
(Su-F) 7:00 weeknights
August Rainsville, AL
9-14 7:00 weeknights
August Antioch Church
10 - 15 Livingston, TN
August Sun Hill Road Church
14 - 16 Birmingham, AL
(F - Su) 7:00pm Fri & Sat
August Pleasant Ridge Church
21-23 Woodbury, TN

MEETINGS

SPEAKER

James McDonald
(Woodbury, TN)

Wilbur Bass
(Auburn, AL)
Wilbur Bass
(Auburn, AL)

James McDonald
(Woodbury, TN)

Bill Prince
(Oxford, AL)

Bill Prince
(Oxford, AL)
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(continued from page 7)
But they were nore ecstatic when others

approached them for

They enjoyed the idea of
decisions of a church yet
at the slightest provocation (M. 23:24).

Br et hren,

happened a long tinme ago,
time”, and

Has it already started?

78 7 7 78 74

advice (M. 23:4).
controlling the
they strained

this is a picture of what

history repeats itself!

“once upon a
could easily happen again.
Beware, |est

RAY
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