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"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest. that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)
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THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

Now this is the heart of the Christian
religion. Sonething we rnust believe if
we ever expect to reach heaven. Matthew,
after having traced the genealogy of
Jesus from Abraham to Mary and Joseph,
now begins his story of the birth of
Chri st.

Mary had been visiting Elizabeth and had
returned. Before her visit she had
becone betrothed, or engaged to Joseph,
and at that time in history, sonetines
the tine between the engagenent and
marriage was a considerable anount of
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time. The bride remained in the house of
her father wuntil the groom cane after
her .

Along about the tinme of Mary's return
from her visit, she becane aware of her
pregnancy. Soon after this her relatives
becane aware of it and Joseph |earned
about it. Mtthew is clear and definite
in stating that she was found with child
before she and Joseph cane together.
Thi s excludes Joseph from any connection
with her state of pregnancy. It seens
that Mary’'s conception was not until
after her engagenent; it took place
between the tinme of her engagenent and
her marriage. Mary’s situation was
hum liating. Her being conscious of her
owm integrity, and her virginity, and her
strong faith in CGod supported her under
such trying ci rcunst ances. Her
reputation, her honor and even her life
was at stake, that is if the | aw of Mses
was carried out under such conditions.

Matt hew states clearly that she was found
with child of the Holy Spirit. Her
friends and relatives did not know that
she was with child by the Holy Spirit.
It was a delicate situation for her

Luke 1:31-35 says that the angel said to
Mary, “thou shalt conceive in thy wonb,
and bring forth a son, and shalt call his

name Jesus ... The Holy Ghost shall cone
upon thee, and the power of the H ghest
shal | overshadow t hee: t herefore al so

that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God.”
The Holy Spirit is that which produced
t he human exi stence of Christ. Jesus was
truly the seed of the wonman. Jesus was
as human as Hs nother Mry, and as
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divine as Hs Father Cod. This record
testifies that Mary was a virgin;, even
after she is found to be with child she
is still avirgin

Joseph now was in a dilema, for he was
convi nced t hat Mar y had commtted
adultery. So he at once resolved to put
her away. But he hesitated as to how he
woul d dispose of this matter. The Law
required that he nmake a public exanpl e of
her, but his righteousness and his nercy
and his affection for Mary caused himto
seek another course, and that was to put
her away privately. But an angel of the
Lord appeared to himin a vision while he
was sl eeping and said: “Fear not to take
unto thee Mary thy wife.” Here Mary is
called his wife though they had not been
married because at that tine a betrotha

was equal to nmarriage. The angel

addressed Joseph in a dreamas, “thou son
of David.” This would remnd Joseph of
the promsed seed and the expectation of
the Messiah to cone through the |ineage
of Davi d.

It would also stanp the nessage on
Joseph’s mnd as the announcenent of the
birth of the Messiah. Since Mary was
also of the lineage of David, she could
be called the daughter of David. The
angel assures him that he should take
“Mary thy wfe,” for she was innocent of
any crinme. He explained to him “that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Ghost . ”

W are to understand from the announce-
ment to Mary by the angel, and now by the
statenent of the angel to Joseph that the
human nature of Jesus Christ was a rea
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creation in the wonb of the virgin by the
power of the Holy Spirit. “Thou shalt
call his nane JESUS: for he shall save
his people fromtheir sins.” (Matt. 1:21)
This expresses briefly the mssion of
Jesus. H's nane carries within itself no
promse to save those who refuse to
become H s people. Neither is He to save
all nmen regardless of character, and of
their relation to Hm He is to be the
Savi our  of Hs believing, peni tent,
obedi ent peopl e.

|saiah 7:14 was spoken about seven
hundred years before its fulfillnment of
t hese words: “A virgin shall be wth
child, and shall bring forth a son, and
they shall call his nane |nmanuel, which
being interpreted is, Gd with us (orGodin
the flesh). 7 (Matt. 1:23) So the angel
convi nced Joseph of his duty, and he is
ready to take her as his wfe. He is
ready to obey the divine command. He now
sees that Mary's condition was not of her
choice only, but was inposed by divine
action; she had no other choice in being
faithful to God than to accept conception
by the Holy Spirit. Joseph is now
convinced that she is faithful to Jehovah
in becomng the nother of the Son of GCod;
he must be as faithful to Jehovah in
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taking her as his wife. Joseph did not
delay, but arose from his sleep and did
as the angel of the Lord commanded him
but knew her not wuntil she had brought
forth her son.

There have been different groups that
have denied the virgin birth. But let ne
say this here and now that the deity of
Jesus is involved in the virgin birth. A
denial of it robs Jesus of Hs divinity.
Luke declares in 1:35 that He should “be
call ed the Son of God.” SON OF GOD narks
Hm as a divine product. If the virgin
birth is denied, Jesus is reduced to the
low | evel of an ordinary nan. So rmuch
depends on the virgin birth that to
reject it is to reject the divinity of
Jesus, and therefore the power to save.

There is a reason why Christ sacrificed
Hs honme in heaven and cane to this
sinful earth and be born of the virgin
Mary. Men have failed on every occasion
when they have tried to work w thout God,
and they nust be dooned to such fail ures.
The question renains: How can God be
just, that is, true to hinself in nature,
and true to hinself in holiness, and yet
justify the sinner? Because each man had
to bear his own sins, all mankind was
excluded from helping, since each was
contam nated with the sane disease. The
only solution was for an innocent party
to volunteer to die physically as a
substitution before CGod.

This innocent party would have to take
man’ s judgnent, penalty, and death. But
where was such an individual? Certainly
there was none on earth, for the Bible
says, “All have sinned.” (Rom 3:23)
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There was only one possibility. Cod’ s
own Son was the only personality in the
uni verse who had the capacity to bear in
Hs own body the sins of the world. The
very purpose of Christ’s comng into the
world was that He mght offer up Hs life
as a sacrifice for the sins of nen. He
cane to die. The shadow of H s death
hung like a pall over all of Hs 33
years. The night Jesus was born, Satan
trenbl ed. He sought to slay H m before
He was born, and tried to slay Hm as

soon as He was born. When the decree
went forth from Herod ordering the
slaughter of all children, its one

purpose was to nmake certain of the death
of Jesus.

CHARLIE KIRBY (deceased)

reprinted from The Lifeline

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

1. On whomdid God put a mark so that he
woul d not be killed?

2. After entering Jerusalemtriunphantly,
where did Jesus go?

3. Wio did Ezekiel say was |ike a young
lion of the nations, and as a whale of
t he seas?

4. Wiich account of the gospel records
the birth of John the Baptist?

5. As found in Judoes 1. whv couldn’t
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Judah drive the inhabitants out of the
val | ey?

ANSVWERS NEXT MONTH ..
and renenber |ast nonth’s questions?

1. Wio was the first child born to Adam
and Eve? CAIN (Cen. 4:1)

2. According to Rev. 11 there was a great
earthquake after the two w tnesses went
up to heaven. How many nmen were killed?
7,000 (Rev. 11:13)

3. By whom does God swear? BY H MSELF
(Gen. 22:16)

4. What happens if one nenber of the body
suffers? ALL SUFFER (1 Cor. 12: 26)

5. Wien did CGod start being David s Cod,
according to Psalm 227 FROM H'S
MOTHER S WOMB (Psa. 22:10)

[Editor’s Note: As we come to the end of
another vyear, it 1s time to remember
those who have contributed to this paper.
Thanks to all who have expressed an
interest 1in our work, to those who sent
in articles, to those who encouraged me
and to those who corresponded. This was
an especially difficult year as I
relocated again and found myself busy
with extra matters. Special thanks to
the following congregations located at:
Sun Hill Road, Hokes Bluff, Taylors
Crossroads, and West Broad Street. Please
continue to prav for The Harvester.]



COSPEL WMIERTINGS

DATES PLACE & TIME SPEAKER

Dec. Summerfield Rd. Church  James McDonald
4-6 Selma, AL (Woodbury, TN)
Dec. Ephesus, GA John Yost
11-13 7:00pm E.S.T. (Newnan, GA)
Jan. Lizella, GA James McDonald
8-10 (Woodbury,
TN)

I ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES

1. Because I know that it is my duty as a
Christian to attend.

2. In order that I might have an influence upon
others.

3. In order that the work of the Lord might
continue to grow.

4. To worship God in Spirit and in Truth.

5. To sing, pray, study, give, and partake of the
Lord’s Supper.

6. So that I might prepare myself for the world to
come.

7. Above all, because I love God and I want to do
his will.
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