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"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)
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THREE HEAVENS

Heaven is usually thought of as referring
to the future dwelling place of the
ri ght eous. However, the expression is
used in a variety of ways in the Bible.
The Apostle Paul speaks of the “third
heaven” which he identified was paradi se.
“I knew a man in Christ above fourteen
years ago ... such an one caught up to
the third heaven ... How that he was
caught up into paradise, and heard
unspeakabl e words, which it is not |awful
for a man to utter” (Il Cor. 12:2-4). He
evidently  thought there were three
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heavens. The Bible identifies these
t hree heavens in the follow ng ways:

1. The Atnospheric Heaven: Gen. 1:6-8
says, “And God said, Let there be a
firmanent in the mdst of the waters, and
let it divide the waters fromthe waters

And God made the firmanent, and divided
t he waters which were under the firmanent
from the waters which were above the
firmanment: and it was so. And God
called the firnmanent Heaven.” The word
firmament refers to the atnosphere that
surrounds this earth. This belt of air
was to divide the water which is on the
earth fromthe water in the clouds above
the earth as we read in Gen. 7:11, 8:2

In Gen. 1:20 God says, “Let the waters
bring forth abundantly the  noving
creature that hath [ife, and fow that
may fly above the earth in the open
firmanent of heaven.” This bl anket of
air which we breathe is called atnosphere
and extends twenty ml|es above the earth.

This is the first heaven.

2. The Stellar or Celestial Heaven: A
second way that the term heaven is used
in the Bible is to identify the place of
the sun, noon and stars, or what we call
today “Quter Space.” In scores of
references to these heavenly bodies they
are stated as being in the heavens. Wen
GCod created the sun and noon, Gen. 1:14,
He said, “Let there be Ilights in the

firmanent of the heaven.” CGen. 15:5;
Deut. 4:19. The stars are said to be in
heaven. David wote in Psalns 8:3-4,

“When | consider thy heavens, the work of
thy fingers, the noon and the stars,
whi ch thou hast ordained; Wat s nan,
that thou art mndful of hinP and the son
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of nan, that thou visitest hinP” The
cel esti al bodies are in the second
heaven.

3. The third description of heaven is a
very personal term “the Father’'s House.”
In conforting H's disciples, Jesus told
themthat in Hs Father’s House were many

mansions waiting them The word
‘mansi ons’ literally means  “Abi di ng
places.” On earth nman is pictured as a
wanderer seeking a better city, a better
country. In the Father’s House the
Christian will be at honme. There will be
no nore wandering; his quest wll be

over. God shall dwell with them *“and
they shall see his face.” (Rev. 22:4;
Rev. 21:3)

Home is where Father is. Heaven wll be
as real as God is because it is Hs Hone.
This is the warnest and nost personal
description of heaven. Men may find it
difficult to relate to the word “country
or city” since these can be rather cold,
i mpersonal terns. Every man can relate
intellectually and emotionally to hone.
The Father’s House remnds us of an
earthly home where nother and father,
brothers and sisters, warnth and |ove
are. Death to the Christian will be
goi ng honme to where his | oved one are.

God not only nmakes heaven appealing to
man through the description of the place
but He also pictures it as a place where
wonder ful conditions exist. Rev. 14:13,
“And | heard a voice from heaven saying
unto ne, Wite, Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth:
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they nay rest
fromtheir |abours; and their works do
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THE HARVESTER is a monthly publication intended to
encourage all men everywhere to become laborers

into God’s harvest (Luke 10:2). This paper 1is
mailed free of charge to anyone who wishes to
receive 1it. Please submit name, address and all

correspondence to:
Ray McManus
141 County Road 474
Woodland, AL 36280
Phone: (256) 449-9221

follow them” The blessed rest is for
those who die “in the Lord”. This is in
contrast to the wi cked who are described
as being in restless tornent. Read Luke
16: 23-24 and Rev. 20:10. Most of our
| abor and westling in this world is
against sin, as we find in Eph. 6:10-13.
In heaven there wll be NO SATAN to
oppose us or sin to tenpt us. Rom 8:37-
39, “MNay, in all these things we are nore
t han conquerors through him that [Ioved
us. For | am persuaded, that neither
deat h, nor life, nor  angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to cone, Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the |ove of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

JOE W. YOUNG

142 (Cleveland Rd

Valley, AL 36854
(Reprinted by permission)

[Editor’s Note: Qur supply of Miin Articles is
dwi ndl i ng down again. If you can donate an
article, it would be greatly appreciated. Send
all contributions to Ray McManus. Thanks!]
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SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

1. Wwose sin was responsible for the
Israelite’s defeat at A ?

2. Wiich of Jesus’ 12 disciples kept the
nmoney bag?

3. Wiat was Bar nabas’ ot her nane?

4. In which city did sone silversmths
start ariot?

5. Wi ch prophet conplained, “I amonly a
child"?

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH .
and renenber |ast nonth' s questions?

1. Wio was the seller of purple who gave
Paul and Silas a place to stay? LYD A
(Acts 16:14)

2. Who was the crippled son of Jonathan,
the son of king Saul? VEPH BOSHETH (2
Sam 9:6)

3. W was the proconsul of Achaia who
refused to hear the Jew s case against
Paul ? GALLI O (Acts 18: 14)

4. Who was Abrahanis second wfe?
KETURAH (Gen. 25:1)

5. Wo was a “mghty hunter before the
Lord”? N MROD (CGen. 10:8)

“To the world you might be one person,
but to one person you might be the world!”
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THE WINDOW

Two nen, both seriously ill, occupied the
sane hospital room One nan was all owed
to sit up in his bed for an hour each
afternoon to help drain the fluid from
his |ungs. Hs bed was next to the
rooms only window. The other man had to
spend all his time flat on his back.

The nen talked for hours on end. They
spoke of their wives and famlies, their
hones, their jobs, their involvenent in
the mlitary service, where they had been
on vacati on.

Every afternoon when the man in the bed
by the wi ndow could sit up, he would pass
the time by describing to his roomate
all the things he could see outside the
wi ndow. The man in the other bed began
to live for those one-hour periods where
his world would be Dbroadened and
enlivened by all the activity and col or
of the world outside.

The w ndow overlooked a park wth a
| ovely | ake. Ducks and swans played on
the water while children sailed their
nodel boats. Young lovers walked armin
arm am dst flowers of every color of the
rai nbow. Gand old trees graced the
| andscape, and a fine view of the city
skyline could be seen in the distance.
As the man by the wi ndow described all
this in exquisite detail, the man on the
other side of the room would close his
eyes and i nagi ne the picturesque scene.

One warm afternoon the man by the w ndow
descri bed a parade passing by. Al though
the other man couldn’t hear the band --
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he could see it. In his mnd s eye as
the gentleman by the wi ndow portrayed it
with descriptive words.

Days and weeks passed. One norning, the
day nurse arrived to bring water for
their baths only to find the lifeless
body of the man by the w ndow, who had
died peacefully in his sleep. She was
saddened and cal | ed t he hospita
attendants to take the body away.

As soon as it seem appropriate, the other
man asked if he could be noved next to
the window. The nurse was happy to nake
the switch, and after naking sure he was
confortable, she left himalone. Sl owy,
pai nfully, he propped hinself up on one
el bow to take his first ook at the world
outside. Finally, he would have the joy
of seeing it for hinself. He strained to
slowy turn to | ook out the wi ndow beside
the bed. It faced a blank wall.

The man asked the nurse what could have
conpell ed his deceased roonmmate who had
described such things outside this
wi ndow. The nurse responded that the man
was blind and could not even see the
wall. She said, “Perhaps he just wanted
t o encourage you.”

Epi | ogue: There is trenendous happi ness
in making others happy, despite our own

si tuati ons. Shared grief is half the
sorrow, but happiness when shared, is
doubled. If you want to feel rich, just

count all the things you have that noney

can’t buy. “Today is a gift, that’s why
it is called the present.”

--COPIED--

submitted by Linda Smith



GOSPEL WEETINGS

DATES PLACE & TIME SPEAKER
August New Bethel Church James McDonald
4-6 Cullman, AL (Woodbury, TN)
(F - Su) 7:00pm Fri & Sat

August Rincon, GA Wilbur Bass

13- 16 (Auburn, AL)
August Owens Rd. Church James McDonald
14 - 18 Prattville, AL (Woodbury, TN)
August Valley, AL Wilbur Bass
25-27 7:00pm E.S.T. (Auburn, AL)
Aug. 28 - Lily, KY James McDonald
- Sept. 1 near London, KY (Woodbury, TN)

L R R S S S S S R S S

FOLLOW THE NEW TESTAMENT PLAN

Hear the Gospel (Rom. 10:17)

Believe the Gospel -- Faith in God and Christ (Heb. 11:6)
Repent of Your Sins (Acts 3:19)

Confess Jesus as the Son of God (Acts 8:37)

Be Baptized for the Remission of Your Sins (Acts 2:38)
Then the Lord Adds You to His Church (Acts 2:47)
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