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"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)
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A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

Having permtted John in beautiful

synbolic |language to present in the
Revel ation a chronol ogical view of the
grand Christian era, God now allows us
through John’s witings to see the
grandeur of “a new heaven and a new
earth” (Rev. 21:1).

I n approaching the understanding of this
lovely term it is inportant that we
consi der a principle necessary for
correct Biblical insight. Simlar words
or phrases may refer to the same, to
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related, or even to different matters.
This is true of words such as: house in
Acts 2:21 referring to the structure,
while house in Acts 2:36 refers to those
who conpose the famly of Israel and
world in John 11:9 referring to the
material, while world in 1 John 3:13
refers to those who are led by human
thought. It is also true of the passage
under consi derati on.

The phrase “a new heaven and a new earth”
(or ternms very simlar) are to be found
in Isaiah 65:17, Ilsaiah 66:22, 2 Peter
3:13, and Revelation 21:1. Thi s phrase
in both Isaiah 65:17 and 66:22 refers to
the then approaching Christian era.
H story confirnms the fact that there was
i ndeed a drastic change bet ween
conditions of old Israel of the Q4d
Testanent period and new, spiri tual
| srael of the New (Gal atians 6:16, Ronans
11: 26) . There was no actual change in
the physical make-up of the naterial
uni verse, but there was a change in what
had intentionally been tenporary -- the
Law and its purpose (Hebrews 8:7-13,
Gl atians 3:16-17, 19a).

The beautiful term “a new heaven and a
new earth” found in Revelation 21:1,
however, refers to a situation beyond the
present material existence. Verse 11 of
the previous chapter inforns us that “the
earth and t he heaven fled away; and there
was found no place for them” The nature
of their dissolution is spoken of in 2
Peter 3:10-12, “The heavens shall pass
anay with a great noise, and the el enents
shall nelt with fervent heat, the earth
al so and the works that are therein shall
be burned up. Seeing then that all these
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t hings shall be dissol ved, what manner of
persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness, 12 Looking
for and hasting unto the coning of the
day of God, wherein the heavens being on
fire shall be dissolved, and the elenents
shall nelt with fervent heat?”

The tinme of this dissolution is spoken of
by Paul as when death ceases to be.
“Then coneth the end, when he shall have
del i vered up the kingdomto God, even the
Fat her; when he shall have put down all
rule and all authority and power. For he
must reign, till he hath put all enem es
under his feet. The [ast eneny that shall
be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:24-26).

The finality of this dissolution is noted
in the statement, “And there was no nore
sea” (Revelation 21:1). Thi s suggests
that the material earth, in which the sea
pl ays such a promnent role, is not even
under consideration as a continuing
state.

In view of the fact that Jesus said, “A
spirit hath not flesh and bones” (Luke
24:39), that Paul taught, “Flesh and
bl ood shall not inherit the kingdom of
Gd” (1 Cor. 15:50), and that John
revealed, “For the forner things are
passed away” (Rev. 21:4), we are neces-
sarily led to the proper conclusion that
the new heaven and the new earth relate
to a condition renoved from the present
and the material. This idea presents the
pleasing picture of a situation where
“the tabernacle of God is with nen, and
he will dwell with them and they shall
be his people, and God hinsel f shall be
with them and be their God” (Rev. 21:3).
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THE HARVESTER is a monthly publication intended to
encourage all men everywhere to become laborers

into God’s harvest (Luke 10:2). This paper 1is
mailed free of charge to anyone who wishes to
receive 1it. Please submit name, address and all

correspondence to:
Ray McManus
141 County Road 474
Woodland, AL 36280
Phone: (256) 449-9221

But why does John refer to “a new earth”
if there isn't really going to be an
earth at all? W use termnology in our

everyday life simlar to that which God
permtted John to use in describing life
beyond the physical realm How coul d one
describe a field of white cotton to an
Eski no? He has never seen cotton
gr ow ng. In fact, he has never seen a
cultivated field of anything. Descri be
to himthe searing desert of our Wstern
states during August. In order for him
to conprehend, one nust use terns which
the Eskino does wunderstand to explain
terms which he does not understand. You
m ght describe the cotton field as being
like fluffy, white clouds which he has
seen over head. The heat of the desert

m ght be described as an expanded |ike-

ness of the heat fromthe fire burning in
his igloo. In describing to ny listeners
in this country the appearance of young
banana groves in the Mddle East, | have
used the simlarity of tobacco fields in
Kentucky and Tennessee. This is a
simlarity wth whhich they can well

identify.

In like manner, even as we do, Cod
described things which we could not
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possi bly understand otherwi se by using
things wth which we are famliar.
Consider the lovely word pictures of Rev.
21 and 22, wherein the eternal realmis
described with the likeness of “a bride
adorned for her husband” and as an
earthly city of John's day wth nost
unusual and unexpected features.

It would be utterly inpossible for wus
humans to understand an existence where
there was nothing physical, where tine
was non-exi stent, and where there was not
grow ng old and departing in death. Al
we have ever known nust be placed on a
materi al basis. Man cannot relate to
living where there is no solid earth
beneath or a beautiful blue expanse above
filled visibly at night wth unnunbered
heavenly bodi es. God found it w se,
therefore, to express in materialistic
ternrs the view He wanted us to have of
the glories of eternity. W could not
have understood in any other way. Paul
even wites of such a vision “which it is
not |awful [possible] for nan to utter”
(2 Cor. 12:1-4).

It appears to ne then, that “a new heaven
and a new earth” sinply expresses a nhew
i nconprehensibly  desirable state  of
exi stence prepared for the redeenmed by
t heir heavenly Fat her.

HARRY COBB
Box 75
Wedowee, AL 36278

Lifeis 10% of what happens to you,
and 90% of how you respond to it.




SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

1. According to Zechariah 9, which tribe
does the Lord say He will bend as a bow?

2. Wiich apostle said he was ready to die
with Jesus if He should go to where
Lazarus was sick?

3. How old was | shmael when he di ed?

4. At what tine of day did Paul say
drunkards got drunk?

5. Wiat two prophetic books are fromthe
time of the Babyl onian captivity?

ANSVWERS NEXT MONTH .

and renenber |ast nonth’s questions?

1. According to Proverbs 27, what is
better than secret |ove? OPEN REBWKE
(Prov 27:5)

2. Wio did Naanman go to first to find a
cure for his | eprosy? KING OF | SRAEL (2
Ki. 5:6)

3. Were did Jesus perform Hs first
mracle? CANA OF GALILEE (John 2:11)

4. Who slew 600 Philistines with an ox
goad?  SHAMGAR (Judg. 3:31)

5. According to Paul, who wll suffer
persecution? ALL WHO LIVE GODLY (2 Tim
3:12)
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BLOOM WHERE YOURE PLANTED

Have you ever been sonewhere you didn't
want to be? Maybe it was a job, nmaybe a
town, maybe a marriage, naybe a stage in

life -- like singlehood -- or a state in
life -- Ilike a disability. In fact,
maybe as you read this, you re w shing
you were sonewhere el se, living a
different life, but you know it’s not

likely that anything is going to change
any time soon.

CGod has a word for you. It’s the sane
word He gave a group of Jews when they
were stuck in Babylon, exiled fromtheir
honel and. They’d folded their arns and
said, “W’'re going to wait this thing
out, and when we get home, we’'ll start
living our lives.” Through the prophet
Jeremah, God told them *“You re not
goi ng home any time soon, so start naking
your |ife here. Pl ant gardens, buy
hones, let your children get married, and
pray for the peace and prosperity of the
city you're in because that’s how you're
going to find peace and prosperity.”

To use a nodern cliche, CGod was saying,
“Bloom where vyou're planted.” Don’ t
i nvest your energy in hopes of |[eaving;
instead invest your energy in the people

around you. The Christian martyr Jim
Eliot expressed it this way: Wher ever
you are, be all there. Don’t be

physically present but nentally sonmewhere
el se, thinking of the future or the past,
t hi nki ng of someplace else. Qur journey
with Christ requires that we be fully
present in the present.

(conti nued next page)



BIBLE PRINCIPLES OF SALVATION

1. All people have sinned (Rom. 3:23)
2. All sinners will face eternal death (Rom. 6:23)
unless:
a. They hear the Word of God (Rom. 10:17)
b. They believe Jesus is the Son of God
(John 8:24)
c. They repent of their sins (Acts 3:19)
d. They confess the Lord (Acts 8:37)
e. They are baptized for remission of sins
(Acts 2:38)
3. Only those who do the will of God will be saved
(Matt. 7:21)
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(continued from page 7)
D etrich Bonhoeffer called it a “this

worl dliness,” and said, “It is only by
living conpletely in this world that one
learns to live by faith.” This focus
allows you to see that your Ilife is

centered in God, and not the place you
l[ive or work, not the person youre
married to -- or not nmarried to -- not
how you feel or how you |ook. Investing
in the lives around you is exactly how
you find life. Jerem ah even told the
exiles that God had arranged for themto
be in exile. So it was God's plan all
along to push them to the edge of
exi stence, so they would end up centered
solely on God.

You, too, may feel like you re in exile,
but God is still working in your life;
and Hs nessage to you is: Dig in and

fully enbrace the life around you.

-- submitted by Mike Kirby --
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