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"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)
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WAS LIFE FAIR TO JESUS?

How many tines have you heard the phrase,
“Life isn't fair”? Wen we think about
our own situations, we tend to dwell upon
our msfortunes and how we have been
m streated. W have suffered injustice,
haven't we? Many of us probably feel
that “life” in general has dealt us an
unkind and a sonmewhat unfair hand. But
before we begin to feel sorry for
ourselves, let us consider our Savior.
Was “life” fair to Jesus? D d He ever
suffer any injustice or naltreatnent?
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| suppose if any episode of Jesus’ Ilife
here on earth denonstrates whether “life”
was fair to Hmor not, it would have to
be the story of the crucifixion. Herein
we can witness sone of the nmost critical
points in the life of our Lord. So, |et
us now consi der the follow ng events:

1. Jesus was betrayed by Judas, one of
H s apostles (Matt. 26:47-50). That was
not right, was it? It was deceit of the
worst kind. W want to think we live in
a world of trust and that a close
associate would never double-cross or
sel | -out anot her. Yet, it happened to
our Messi ah! In our mnds, we are
saying, “That was not fair!”

2. Peter denied his Lord three tines
(Matt. 26:69-75). This was perhaps the
nost cowardly act commtted by one of
Christ’s disciples. How coul d Peter, of
al | peopl e, deny any know edge or
awareness of the man from Galilee? Was
he afraid of suffering for his Lord s
sake? D d he already forget what Jesus
said in Matt. 10; 33, “But whosoever shall
deny ne before nmen, himwl| | also deny
before ny Father which is in heaven’?
What ever his reason, Peter was not being
fair to his Mster.

3. On the basis of fal se witnesses, Jesus
was found guilty by the Jew sh |eaders
(Matt. 26: 59- 66) . No nmatter what
evidence was presented, the Jew sh
council was going to find Jesus worthy of
death. ©Ch, to what extent nen will go to

prove the innocent guilty! They will
fabricate lies and back it up with nore
tal es. In our judicial system today,

this is obviously unjust and unfair.
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4. A notable prisoner was released in
place of God's Son (Matt. 27:15-21).
Does that seem fair to you? To let the
evil one get away and puni sh the innocent
one? O course not! But only manki nd
woul d demand sonething bad for sonething
good and then feel satisfied about the
exchange. This certainly speaks vol unes
about man’s perspective on life and his
character in general.

5. Pilate refused to let Jesus go free
(Matt. 27: 22- 25) . After much
guestioni ng, the governor determ ned that
Jesus was very innocent, at least to the
poi nt of not requiring the death

sent ence. However, in order to please
the nasses, Pilate agreed to the
crucifying of the prisoner. Wio woul d

claim this treatnment of Jesus was fair?
But when authority is nore concerned
about what the public thinks instead of
doing what is right in the eyes of all,
then foolishness will prevail.

6. The Roman soldiers mstreated their
prisoner (Matt. 27:27-31). Note care-
fully to what they did and deci de whet her
it was justified. They stripped Jesus.
They nocked H m They spit upon Hm
They also snote Hmon the head. Al of
this was done in jest. Was this fair?
What if guards of today treated their
prisoners that same way?

7. Jesus was crucified between two
thieves (Matt. 27:38). That was not fair
at all, was it? It was nade to appear
that Jesus was one the sane level as the
common thieves that hung on either side
of Hm Yet one thief recognized the
absurdity of the situation when he
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proclained, “This man <Jesus> hath done
not hing am ss” (Lk. 23:41). It was not
right that our Lord should have been
treated |i ke a conmmon crim nal

8. Finally, think about the nmonent when
CGod forsook Hs Son in Hs darkest hour
(Matt. 27:46). Was this fair? In our
human m nd, nost of us would say no. W
woul d never forsake our own child in his
tinme of need, would we? So, from our
standpoint, it does not seem fair that
the Heavenly Father should abandon H's
only begotten Son

But, before we decide whether “life” was
fair to Jesus at Hs time of death, let
us remenber that there are two per-
spectives or two ways: CGod’'s and nan’s.
Both are very different. Cod told us,
“For ny thoughts are not your thoughts,
nei t her are your ways ny ways, saith the
Lord. For as the heavens are hi gher than
the earth, so are ny ways higher than
your ways, and ny thoughts than your
t houghts” (lsa. 55:8,9). Thus, when Cod
forsook his Son on the cross, it may seem
unjust to us but it really was fair.

Please read carefully the fifth chapter
of the book of Romans. In that passage



you wll find that it was God’'s way (and
wll) for Jesus Christ to be sacrificed
for our sins. What could be any fairer
than for God s perfect Son (2 Cor. 5:21)
to be exchanged for our inperfect |ives?
Who else but Jesus could have paid the
ransom for our numerous and dreadful sins
(Matt. 20:28)? How else could God atone
for our iniquities than by sending our
Savior down to earth and then have Hm
l[ifted up on the cross (John 3:14) as our
Passover Lanb (1 Cor. 5:7)? In al
fairness, God forsook his Son only |ong
enough for Jesus to taste death for every
man (Heb. 2:9) and then he raised H m on
the third day (1 Cor. 15:4) to bring
sal vati on to manki nd!

Was |ife fair to Jesus? Well, if we are
tal king about how mankind treated the
Messi ah during t he time of t he
crucifixion, then no, life was not fair.
But if we look at how each incident was
part of our Father’s way, our answer is
different. God's way is always fair and
right. “He is the Rock, his work is
perfect: for all his ways are judgnent:
a God of truth and w thout iniquity, just
and right is he” (Deut. 32:4). W should
all be blessed that Cod decided it was
fair for Jesus Christ to offer the free
gift of life to all nen (Rom 5:18).

RAY McMANUS

A college education seldom hurts a
man if he is willing to learn a little
something after he graduates.




SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

1. Wio gave Daniel a word of encourage-
ment after the king gave orders for him
to be thrown in the lion’ s den?

2. Howlong did the Israelites grieve for
Moses?

3. Wiy would no one speak openly agai nst
Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacl es?

4 What is the shield in the arnor of God?

5. Wat did the witer of Ecclesiastes
hate about the efforts of his | abor?

ANSVERS NEXT MONTH .
and renenber | ast nonth’s questions?

1. Wiat relation was Mt husel ah to Noah?
GRANDFATHER (Gen. 5:25-28)

2. How many sons did David have by the
time he was crowned in Hebron? NONE (2
Sam 3:2)

3. Jesus said it was not what went into a
man’s nouth that nmade hi m uncl ean. What
did He say nmade a man uncl ean? VWHAT
COMVES QUT OF H'S MOUTH (Matt. 15:11)

4. What belongs to those who are
persecuted because of ri ght eousness?
THE KI NGDOM OF HEAVEN (Matt. 5:10)

5. In Zechariah’s prophecy, what would
the Lord send into the house of every
thief to destroy it? A FLYING ROLL
(Zech. 5:1-4)
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ONE LOST SHEEP

“How think ye? if a nman have an hundred
sheep, and one of them be gone astray,
doth he not |eave the ninety and nine,
and goeth into the nountains, and seeketh
that which is gone astray? And if so be
that he find it, verily | say unto you,
he rejoiceth nore of that sheep, than of
the ninety and nine which went not
astray.” (Matt. 18:12-13)

W have heard this passage tinme after
time, and understand its neaning well.
M/ Dad presented an idea from these
verses that was new to ne in one of his
recent sernons (1999) -- | pass it along
to you now.

H s thoughts centered around 1 Peter 2:26
- 3:7, which speak of the interactions
bet ween husbands and wives. He said that
Jesus’ exanple of “one |ost sheep” fit
into the marriage relationship in this
way: if everything in your nmarriage was
perfect, except one thing, one gripe, one
perpetual problem then you should not

accept that “there wll al ways be
problenms”, but go after that *“Ilost
sheep”.

| had never thought of this parable
having any other neaning besides |ust
saving | ost soul s. The marriage
relationship is not the only thing it
could fit. Really, it would fit anything

in our lives that could qualify as a
“l ost sheep” -- a secret sin, a need for
nore patience, nore control of the
tongue. If there are things in our lives

(continued on page 8)
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(continued from page 7)
that stand between us and CGod, then we
should strive to gain these “lost sheep”.

“And if so be that he find it, verily |
say unto you, he rejoiceth nore of that
sheep, than of the ninety and nine which
went not astray.” (Matt. 18:13)

CHAD PRINCE
919 Pine Cliff
Oxford, AL 36203
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DON'T LET ME DIE
UNTIL I'M DEAD

Many of us don't really start our day -- we just get up.
For many years I've believed something a famous
neurosurgeon told me. He said the first five minutes of
each day determine our day. Thus, from the time | was
16, I've begun each day with this prayer: “O God, don’t
let me die until 'm dead.” I've witnessed people who
seem to die long before they’re buried. | don’t want that
to happen to me. So, in the morning, don’t just get up --
face up, and anticipate what a good day can be. “/ can
do all things through Christ ...” (Phil. 4:13)
-- copied --



	Was Life Fair to Jesus
	Search the Scriptures
	One_Lost_Sheep
	Gospel Meetings
	Don't Let Me Die Until I'm Dead

