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BLES5ED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS

“Rlessed are the percemakers;” our Lord said,
*for they skall be called the sons of Godl
{Mat. 5:9) This verse is often quoted by those
who are seeking to persuade someons not to
bring up a controversial subject. Just don't
bring it uwp, that way we can keep peace and
harmony in the church.

But these were not the only words our Lord
spoke conecerning peace. He alzo said, “Think
not thst I zm come to send peace on earth:
I came not to send peace, but a sword. For
I am come to sSef & mMan I Veriznce IgIinst
his father, and the dauvghter agzinst hsr
mather, and the daughtser in lzw =zgzinst her
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mother in (2. And =z man’s foes shail be
they of kis own housekold!” [(Mat. 10:34-381

Thesze two passages seemingly contradict one
another, but there really is no coatradiction. |
belisve Paul gave us the key to understanding
this when he said, "I it be possible, as much
a5 leth in wou, live pezaceably with =l men!
{(Fom. 12:181 Paul did nct me=n by this, as
many may think he did, that we must act in a
peaceful way toward someons for a while, but
then if the person continues to show animosity
toward us we can consider him our enemy and
treat him as such. What Paui did mean was
that we must do our part to make peace. But
just as it takes two to fight, it also takes two
to make up. If the other party involved does
not wish to live at peace then you will not live
at peace. Howsever, this still does not absoive
you of your responsibility to continue to try to
live peaceably with that person.

When asked by Peter, if it was only required
that he forgive his brother who had sinned
against him ssven times, Christ replisd, “7 say
net unto thees, until seven times: but, until
seventy times seven? (Mat. iB:i22l We must
never give up our =fforts to be peacemakers,
regardless of how anyone treats us.  Just like
our Lord forgave those who crucified Him, this
is what ths Lord was speaking of in Matthew
chapter 5.

But in chapter 10 He is speaking of one of
those times when peopis will be so distressed
they will refuse all your sttempts &5 a
peacemakesr. It's not that you have given up,
but that they hawve. What could possibly cause
such serious problems and divisions among
family members? The words whick Christ spoke
were to bhe the source of all this controversy.

Indeed the word of §God has inspired  more
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controversy than anything eise in the history
of the world. It would certainly boggie the
mind to know how many millions of people have
died pver the genturies in the name of
Christianity. This involves everything from
the witch hunts of BSalem, the Inguisition of
the Middle Ages, ths Crusadss and many
pthers, How many friendships and family tiss
have been severely damaged or destroyed due
to disputes over God's word?

However, the saddest and most disturbing
disputes ococur among brethren. This century
has seen the Lord"s church suffer many such
disputes. There have hesn wholesale divisions
and splits over wvarious dootrinal issues;
Sunday S5chool and womer teachers, the pastor
system, divorce and remarriage, the second
supper. ong vs, multiple containers, and others,

It is understandable that men will differ in
their perception of the Bible, kut what is not
understandable is the results of some of these
disagreements. If tweo men cannot =agree on
the meaning and application of some point of
soripture, and they feel that it is of enough
significance thait they cocould not., in all good
conscience, continue to work with each other
then the oniy thing for them to do is to cease
working together until they are able to resolve
their differences. No one should ever he asked
to support or agres with a position which they
do not genmuinely hold.

The real problem arises when scmeone demands
that everyone else adhere to their viewpoint,
and then ostracizes those who don’t. A& simpie
doctrinal disagreement hetween two men soon
becomes a personal war of words between
many men with congregations disfellowshipping
gach other left and right.

Again, I acknowledge the legitimacy of not
fellowshipping those whose doctrines and
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practic—ezs you find unscriptural based on your
1 ling of the Bible. But doss that
mean they have ta hecome your enemy? [Ooes
that mean it is & sin to even speak to tham?
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In the past few decadez therse has heen way
ton much  bitterness and personal feuding in
the name of doctrinal purity. As long as the
fending continues it will be impossible for a
meaningful discussion of the issues to take
piace, How cah we say we are doing our pars
to make peagz if we aven refuse to talk to
those whu disagree with us?

As this esntury has unfolded we have seen
many divigions in the Lord’s hody and with ix
an overall weakening of the church as well. It
is as Christ said, "Erery kingdom divided
FEFINSE itselfl is brought to desolation; and
gvery city or heouse divided agzinst itsslf
zhall not stand!’” {(Mat. 12:251

Everyone must take a firm stand on the truth
as they understand it. No one should ever be
asked to compromise his sincerely held views
for the sake of unity. However, we should all
be willing to sit down with those with whom
we disagree. regardless of how serious the
disagreament is, how old it is, or how hitter it
has been in the past, and discuss our
differeances in an open and frank manner, How
else can the wounds ke healed? 4= the Lord
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said so well, "Blessed are the psacemaksrs
for they shzall bs galled the sons of Godl
iMat. 5:3]

SEARGH THE SGRIPTURES

1. Who suggested to Jaul to consult & man of
God about the whereahoutse of the lost
donkays?

2. Where did the Israslites get the blueprint
for the tabernacie?

3. iWhen Jesus was hungry during His final
days in Jeruszaiem. on what sort of tree did He
search for food?

4, What is one to do with the sin which =0
easily besets him?

B. Was Proverbs written for attaining wisdom
and discipline?

ANSWERS MNEXT MDNT.. s e s

and remember last month’s guestions?
1. Who was Rachel's father? LAB&N (Gan. 23:107

2. . Three of David's scldiers went behind
FPhilistine jines to get David a drink from the
well by the gate of what city? BETHLEHEM (1
Chr, 11:13]

3. At the Last Supper, who did Jesus say the
tweive disciples would judge? THE TWELY
TRIBES OF ISRAEL (Lk. 22:303

4. Paul said his preaching was in vain if what
has not happened? CHRIST RAISEDR FROM THE
DEAD 1 Cor. 15:11)
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5. A& soft answer turns away what? IWRATH
{Frov. 15:13

HOW TO MAKE THE CHURCH GROW

It is every Christian’s desire to see the church
grow, in physical numbers and in the spirit of
the Lord. To see pur congregatiens flourish in
this manner gives us assurance that people are
still interested in the salvation of their souls,
But iz there anything we can do to help the
church grow? Perhaps the few suggestions
below can help us get started.

1. ATTEND EVERY CHURCH SERVICE THAT WE
CAM. We are told not to forsake “the zssem-
bling of ourselves together™ as many seem 1o
do nowadays (Heb., 10:25) because when we are
absent we are, in effect, telling others that we
do not really care about the Lord's church.
But by making our attendance a regular evant,
we can help ouwr congregation grow by setting
the proper example. Dur presence with saints
of "lhike precious fzith” (2 Pet. 1:1) will openly
demonstrate our sincere interest in the church.
Those who really warnt their congregation to
grow wrill be there every time the doors open
{Psa. 122:10.

c. COMVERT S5QULS YOUESEL Haturally the
church will grow when we ,g out into the
world and preach the Gospel and teack others
about Jesus Christ and His commandments [Mk,
16:15; Matt. £28:13-20). Those who obhey will be
Yadded to the church d=xily™ by the Lord {Acts
S:47Y. But too often we rely on ‘somshaody sise’
to do the preaching for us. During gospel
meetings we expect the svangsiist to de all the
the work in converting souls to Christ hecause
"that’s his johi™ fnd if the nswly-converted
person starts losing interest, then it’s time to
schedule that same evangelist back for another
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meeting so he can finish the jokl My frisnds,
the church will grow oniy if each member
makes it his or her swn responsikility to warn
others about their sins {(Ezek. 23:8,3 and
to personally accept that challenge.

1
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3. EDIFY THE OTHEE MEHMBEES, The early
church was advised to "exhort on another
daily™ (Heb. 3:131. especially as “ths day”
approached {(Heb. 10:25). if we would follow
that admonition, sur congregations wouid grow
significantly. if we would encourage one
another and build up the other members of the
body of Christ, the congregstion would not
appear to be shrinking! Unfortunately some
members ar2 so caught up in pleasing them-
selves {Hom. 15:1-3) that they may well bs the
reason why church growth is stunted in =some
areas. "As we have therefore opporiunity. et

et

us do good unto =1 men, especizlly unto them
who gre of the household of faith? {Gal. 8:10)
The church will certainly grow if octhers can

see that we care very much about sach other.

4. INCREASE YOQUR CONTRIBUTIGHS. This
suggestion does not apply merely to the colien-
tion piate. Our contributions ito the church
are much more than that! Some contribuis
their taient, their time, their efforts, their
studies, their involvement, etc. within the
scope of the work of the congregation. dut
what if each one of us did =z little more than
what we are doing right now? The church
would grow! Brethren, are we doing our very
best sr just snough to get by?  Ydnd if ye
sxlute your brethren oply. WHAT D0 YE MHMORE
THAN OTHERS? do not ewen the pudlicans so7
iMatt. 5:47) By ocontributing more to our con-
gregation, we will certainly help it to increass.

Obvicusly there is a int that sach one of us
can do to help the church grow today. But we
must start soon because the fields “are white
&lready to harvest? {(In. 4:385)
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TEMPER!

When I have lost my temper
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I have iost my reason, too;
I'm naver proud of anything
pihich angrily I do.
When I have talked in anger,
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And my cheseks wera flaming red,

I have always utterad something
Which I wished I hadn’t said.

In anger- I have never done
A Kindly de=d or wise,

But many things for which 1 fell
I should apologize.

In looking back across my life,
And all I've lost ovr mada,

I can’t recall a single time
When fury aver paid,

So I struggle to be patiant,
For I've reached a wiser ags;
I do not want to do a thing
Or speak a word in rage.
Tve learned by sad experiencs
That when my ismper flies, '
I never do a worthy thing,
A decant deed or wise.
-- gopied -~
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