CTha b

arUeET MUl 1F great, but The labgrers ars fReE pray
ye therafore tha Lord of tha haryest, that ha 12 zend
forth lobarers into mopvest) Tluws 1027

HARCH 1993 No. 111

THE DOCTRINE OF ASTROLOGY

As QGermany began conguering its neighboring
zountries ih  Euwrope during World War II, it
Appeared that the GBGerman forces under the
isadership of #Adolph Hitler were unstoppable,
But then Hitler made a colossal mistake in
June 1S4] when he decided to attack the nation
of thea Soviet Union. His airmies’ inability to
capture Leningrad or Moscow guickly led to the
downfall of Germany. Yet. what caused Hitler
to make such a terrible tactical blunder?
Amazingly he listened to the advice of an all-
knowing astrolages!

What do we mean by Tastrologer™? An
astrologer is someone who claims to foretell
the future hy studying the supposed influence
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of the relative positions of the moon, sun, and
stars on human affairs {(lWebster’= Dictionaryh
¥You know who 1 am talking about, don't you?
Feople like Jeane Dixorn and others wheo print a
daily heroscope for  the Ilocal  newspaper.
Depending upon  which sign of the Zodiac vyou
are born under, the horosoope gives you some
*fspecial® advice or bits of wisdom foyr  that
‘particular day! There are even television ads
nowadays where folks are encouraged to call
“reliable psychics”™ +e find out their entire
fusurs

Unfortunately the “doctrine of astrology®
affects many unsuspecting wvictims, inshoding
members of the Lord's church, Followers of

astrology do not sese any danger in believing
its prophecy. To them it is just a harmless
game. But iz 1t? Is there zny truth or
advantage to the system of “horoscopes”?

Acnording to the =zstrologers, man’s fuature can
be caleuiated by sxamining the positions of the
heavenly bkodies {(planets, stars, and/or moond
at the sxact time of his birth. Supposedly the
forces acting upon these celestial hodies also
have a pronounced influence on the human lifs.
But man’s destiny is not controlled as such!

Man i= a aresture of free-will and it is man
himself who controls his own “destiny” or
"future” THROUGH the choices he makes. las
it not Hoah'’s choice to build the ark according
to God's pattern and thus, saved his family?
Was it not Abreham's own decision to offer up
his only son Isaac and thersby hecame the
Father of the Faithful? Did not Moses choose
#rather to suffer the affliction with the
peaple of God. than to enjoy the pleasures of
sin for a  seasor™ {Hebh., 11:25)7 Was it not
Joshnwa’s own decision to serve the Lord in
spite of what everyone elss would do? And
was it not the disciples’ own choice to follow
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Jesus and Paul’s choice to fight the good fight,
finich the course and keep the faith?

The danger about the doctrine of astrology is
that it wants to take away the accountability
that comes with human behavior. [t will tell
you that teday is suitable for making big gains
in financial matters, therefore it is okay for a
person to gamhbie his life away! However, we
must take responsibility for our own actions
and nsi blame our sine on “had luck” or on
the “stars up ahove™, *For ewvery man shall
bear his own burden” {Gal. B:3). "Every man
shall receive his own rewsrd zocording te his
own labowur®™ {1 Cor. 3:B). We will be justified
or condemned by our owen words (Magt, 1337
ang net by the planetary movements of that
partwuh‘r Ay

We must alsc remember that, contrary %o the
doctrine of astrology, we as Christians live
under the authority and the will of God the
Father and NQOT undesr the influence of distant
stars, s Jesus prayed in Gethsemane,
"pewvertheless niot my will, but thine. be done™
{Lk. 22:42), s0 must we livel

Anpther of the astralageris  claims
nepnle  porn “mdpl‘ the ave  Zodian
have similar v sreaditien,  &Simiiar o ;
slmi lm akilivies, similar hicky :.;ﬁ ¥E ancﬁ
ARES, :

s ook et g Crosby, SAgmund
Freud, Busen Eh"dbﬁ.th i1, &duiph Hitler, Wiliie
Mays, William Shakespeare amnd Harry Truman
who were all born under the astrological sign
of Taurus. Would you say all of these peopls
had the same characteristics? Or maybe even
two of them? So why do people hecome gullible
and fall for this false doctrins?
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THE H&RVESTER is a monthly publica?*n‘:ﬂ intended
ta encourage all men everyuhers 1o became
into & ‘har-vem‘ ”lri 10120, Thi—
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Whereas astrology states that the Tstars
above” can help us make thz bhest of each day
and the next, the Bible states, "Beosst not
thysell of tomorrow: for thon Ernowest not
what 2 dzy may bring forth” ([Prov. 27:1).
Whereas the daily horoscope guides people to
their full potential and helps them prepare
accordingly with secular wisdom, the Christian
finrds his petential and preparation elsewhere:
"I wan do &H things through Christ which
strengtheneth me®™ (Phil. 4:13).

When confronted with DBod’s Word, astrology
handhbhooks have offered the fellowing
explanation: “Althongh warnings as to  the
proper use of astrology appear in the
Scriptures, no prohibition of the swudy of
astrology can be found anywhere? Oh yeah?
Then notice the following verses which, in fact,
do condemn the practice of astrology. "Thus
saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the
heathen, and be not dismayed 2E the signs of
heaven; for the hezathen =re dismayed =t
them™ [Jer. 10:2),

This next passage definitely settles the matter
once and for all eternity. “Thou art wearied
in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now
the e=strolegers, the stargssers. the monthly
progrnasticators, stand wp, shid  s2ve  thee
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from these things that shall come upon thee.
Behaold, they shall he as stubble; the fire shall
Lurn them: they shall not deliver themselves
from the power of the flame .7 {Isa. 47113-14)

Before the children of Israel entered the
Promised Land, God warned them about getiing
involved with the ways of the heathen nations.
Likewise, we as Christians must also avoid
gotting involved with the doetrine of astrology.
"When thoun art come into the land which the
Lord shy God giveth thee. thoun shalt not
learn to do after the abominations of those
nations. There shzll not be found among you
any one that maketh his son or his dsughter
Eo pass through the fire, or that useth
divination, or an observer of times, or an
enchanter, or & witch, or & c¢harmer, or =2
consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard,
or F Recromancer. For all thet do these
things are an &bomination unta the Lord 7
{Deut, 18:9-121,

One of the most astounding predictions by the
astrologers occurred 38 years agol James
Nobson descrbed 1 this ways “In 1960 the
world's astcrologers announced that the worst
combination of planetary influences in 25,000

wvears wonld occur that vear. Seven of the
nine planets were to appear in & line, which
meant bad news for Mother Earth! Indian

soothsayvers were going crazy in sheer fright.
and American sky gazers were predicting
everything from the drowning of California to
the cataclysmic end of the world. But the
fateful day came and went, of course, with no
more disasters than on any other dayl’

Today we still have astrologers making wild
predictions and people are still making
mistakes by heeding their advice. Friends,
hopefully we have learned that astrology is not
a game for Christians; it is an abomination
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bhecause the Word of God specifically condemns
this dostrine of astrology.

SEARGH THE SGRIPTURES

1. To whisch tribe did King S5aul beleng?

2. What did Christ tell the disciples to
remember if tha world hated them?

3. IWhat troubled the Sadducess akout the
teaching of the apostles?

4, What did David do when the ruthless
witnesses who witnessed against him  became
sick?

5. What bogk of the Bible records evenits
covering the greatest amount of time?

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH . . .

and remember last month’s guestions?

1. Whan Abram left Canaan and went to Lgvpt
hecause of the famins, did Lot go with hae?
YES {Gen. 13:1)

Irn what Tores

_ G Dnd dsseund upon Mount
Sinai? N FIRE (Ewo. PN

3. What i ;
Rome? LOUGHYD T‘ELL B
1173

4, Moses tonk some of the bBlood frown thoe e
offered at Aaron’s consecration and touchad
what three parts of Aaron's body? TIF OF
RIGHT EAR, THUME OF RIGHT HAND, AND BIG TOE
OF RIGHT ¥OOT (Lew. 8:23)

5. Who was Timothy's grandmother? LIS (2
Tim. 1:5]
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" LIKE LITTLE CHILDREN

"Thenr were there brought unto him Hetle
children, that he should put his handzs on
them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked
them. Bui Jesus said, Suffer Hittle children,
and forbid them nok, to come uniEo me: FOR
COF SUOCH IS5 THE KINGROM GOF HEAUVENY (Matt.
13:132-443. In this instance Jesus compares ths
kEingdom of God to little children., He is saying
that the kingdom will possess men and women
who have the precious gualities of little
giriidren -- gualities like trusting faith, meek-
ness, forgiveness, and sincere humility. in
esspnce, the church is a lot  like Vizele
children?”

Have wou ever noticed how much attention we
pay to the “little children” of this worid? Wheo
can resist a guiet, smiling, weli-behaving and

playful child? But when the diapers need
changing or the baby is sgualling, then see
mow many folks ldke to stick around Yes,

anybody can love a baby at "'certain times®
when sverything is going fine but when things
get Ttough”, only the parents are there ALL
the zime, through the good and the badi! They
are the ones who truly love the child becauss
they put in the extra effort.

Similariy, anybody can go to church when the
weather is just fine or a special meeting with
an elogquent speaker is scheduled. Anybody can
attend the church services when “there’s
nothing heiter to do But only the Christian
will ke thers ALL the time! Whkether it is
raining "cats and dogs" or the services conflict
with a worldly activity, you can always count
on the discipies aof Christ to show up "at
church? The reason is rather obvious: they
love God more than anything else in this worid!
dnd they show it through their efforts. What
do we show by pur efforts? Do

dakl
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Place & Time Speaker
Maich Napolean Church Wilbur Bass
3-5 Woodland, AL (Auburn, ALY
March Summerviile Road Chairch James MoDonaid
& - 10 Selma, AL {Woodbury, TH]
March Fayettevilla Foad Church Sam Dick
0 - 12 Atlanta, GA {Cave City, KY3I
March Fourth Ave. Chuirch Harry Cobb
19 - 24 Algood, TN {lWedowes, AL)
March Freafisld Church James Mclionald
24 - 26  State Line, MS Woodbury, TN
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THE RECORD BOOQK

If all the things you ever said,
Were written in a book:
find all your thoughts were on display,
So all could take a look:
i guess there’s not a living soul,
Who wouldn't hang his head:
find feel ashamed before the Lord
And wish that he were dead.
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There is a record book I'm toid
With every deed and word:
It evenn Keeps the records of
Our thoughts that can't be heard;
The good, the bad and every sin
For nothing has been missed:
It really makes me feel ashamed,
To think what’s on my list.

-— fAutnor Jolhoem ——
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