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TOO YOUNG

he day dawned bright and sunny in Dantin,
Arkansas. It was the 28th of May 1872, the
day that Jane Ewvans had bheen waiting for
lohger than she ocould remember. It was
graduation day at West-Central High School.
And this year was Jane's year, she had finally
made it. That morning her parents gave her a
new car, a shiny blue Camaro, for a graduation
preseant. Her parsnts were s0 proud of hen
antd she deserved it. She had worked so hard
in school. She didn't guite make it to the top
of her class, but she did finish fourth out of
T8. At breakfast that morning, Jans thought
to herself, that this day, which she had
dreamed about for so long, was going to hbe
aven better than she had ever imagined.
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That afternoon Jane got in her new car and
drove it for the first time. GShe had to be at
school early to help set up everything for the
ceremony that night. As she drove down
Fourteenth Street toward the school, she
zouldn®t help but think that she must bhe the
luckiest girl alive, BShe had a wonderful loving
family. She had a new car She would be
graduating from high school In a few hours.
And a little over two years ago she had met
and fallen in love with her fiance, EREobert,
whom she planned to marry the following
Spring. Yes, this was the happiest day of Jane
Evans’ young lifes But as it happenad May
28th, 1872, was alspo the day Jane Evans died.

Just two blocks from the school, a man whose
only apparent reason for living was to get
drunk, ran a red light, and crashed broadside
into Jane’s new Camaro. She was dead long
bafore the ambulance ever arrived. "What a
waste] a1 passerby was heard to say, she was
Lao young.

Later that evening, on the other side of town,
Hank Thompson, wheo had just turned B85 in
April, decided he would go to bed early that
night, He had felt a little tired all day. and
after seeing the news report about the tragic
death of that young girl on the way to her
graduation, he just didn't feel much like sitting
up and watching Johnny Carson. Later that
night, sometime after Jane’s mother had finally
managed to cry herself to sieep across town,
Hank Thompson's heart, which had beat so
faithfully for over BS years, simply stopped.

Two days later the friends and family of Jane
antd Hank gathered at the local funeral home to
pay their last respects. But there was guite
an obvious difference in the mood of these two
families. While hoth Jane and Hank were
dearly loved by their families, Jane’s death was
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so unexpecied, Hank's was not. After all, he
was 55, It isn’t shocking when an B5 year old

man’s heart gives out on  him. But it is
shocking when such a young and bright life is
snuffed out so guickly. Hank’s family was

having a much easier time dealing with the
turn of events than was Jane's.

Occasionally some members of Jane's and
Hank's families would talk to sach other. And
almost without fail, gach conversation
sventually led around to the same thing. They
would bhegin to compare the lives of Jane and
Hank. Foor Jane had never lived, they said.
She would never have a hushand. 5She would
never know the joys of motherhood. GShe never
aven got to gradwuate from high schoul,
something she had wanted so badly. What a
shame, Jane had died way too young. But
Hank, on the other hand, had lived a wonderful
life, He had & loving and loyal wife for 57
yaars. They had raised 5 children, and had
more grandchildren and great-grandchildren
than they pould keep track of. Hank's family
was saddened by his passing to be sure, but
they had no regrets abont his life. They
could accept his death, but Jane’'s family could
not.

But this i1s not the end of our story, no more
than death is the end of life. You see, there
came a great day, many years later, when both
Jane and Hank were resurrected from the dead.
Jane, who had sesmingly been cheated by life,
was taken up into Heaven. Hank, on the other
hand, found himseif banished into outer
darkness for all eternity.

About two years before her death, Jane had
become a Christian. Her parents had never
really been religious, but her fiance, Robert,
definitely was. Soon after they had started
dating she began going to church with him,
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Robert also studisd the Bibie with heyr, and 1t
wasn't long before she was bhaptized.

o

Hank, though, hzad never cared much for
raligion. Oh, he was a good man alright. A
fine man indesd by most accounts., But he had
just never taken the time to get involved with
religion on his own, and no one had bothered
to try to talk with him about it. And it was
zuch a shame itoo, because being the kind of
man he was, Hank would have probably
tistened. But it was too laie now, what’s done
iz done,

Think about how wrong those grieving families
had been many years before, Bewailing poor
Jang hecause she had been robbed of her life
s0 unjustly. it wasn't fair? they had said,

she had simply died too young. But they
consoied themselves with the knowledge that
Hank had enjoved a long full iife. He had

perhaps even gotten a little more than his
share. But it was Jane who lived long snough
to make preparations for eternity, not Hank.
Ferhaps it was Hank who died foo young, after
ali.

Whether vou are 18 or 85 life is never certain.
God is the only constant we zan have in our

T

lives, Frisnds, now [ put the question o you,
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"Are YOU another Hank Thompson?” Even if
you live to be a hundred, will you die ™too
young” to meet God???

TONY WHIDDON
17 Euiiacr ‘St‘ Got. 4
Ztatessboro, GA 204358

SEARGH THE SGRIPTURES

i. What king (Pharaoh) of Egypt killed Josiah?

2. When did Jesus say He would not drink of
the froit of the vine until the kingdom of God
came?

2. Ave the faces of those who logk te the Lord
aver coverad with shame?

4. What are the only two settings in the Bible
in which we find Salome?

5. What was to happen to the Israelites who
worshipped the sun, moon, or stars?

ANSWERS NEKT MONTH . .

and remember last month’s guestions?

1. To which tribe did King Saul belong?
EENJAMIN f1 Sam. 9:1.23

. What did Christ tell the disciples to
remember if the world hatad tham? IT HATED
HIM FIRST (John 15:18}

3. IWhat troubled the Sadducees about the
teaching of the apostles? FRE4ACHING THE
RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD (Acts 4:2]

4, What did David do when the ruthless
witnesses who witnessed against him became
sick? HE PRAYED FOR THEM AS THOUGH FOR A
FRIEND OR BROTHER (Psa. 35:11-15)
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5. What book of the Hikle records events
covering the Ereatest amount of time?

CHILD RIGHTS?

Novemhber Z20. 13983 the United HNations
gssambly approved a seemingly
treaty called the "United HNations
1on on the Fights of the Child™ (UNCRCL
time the United States of America was
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ane the few nations NOT to support this
documernt. DOur leadership probably vecognized
the potential hamards associated with the
UNCRC. Unfortunately our gurpent President
and a humber of Senators ars seeking to ratify

this same treaty for our country. On February
7. 1385, the United States Ambassador to the
United Nations signed the UNCECD, under the
dirsetive from the Clinton administration.

fo

it ratified, the UNCRD would hecome a new law
designed to “free” children from the direction
and authority of their parents! Iz this what
our nation needs today? 4z an example,
consider now the following “freedoms” that
wnulx:i be granted to each child under the
UNCRL and the implications that weould go with
it They are:

# Freedom of Assopiation - iL.e., no pareatal
right to protect your children from predatory
friends™

¥ Freedom of Expression - Le., no parental
right %o restrict/discipline chuldren for wulgar,
rude or obscene langunage or immmoral actions!

¥ Freedom of Religion -~ i2., no parental right
to raise your child in your religious faith!
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¥ Right to Privacy - i.e., no parental right
to monitor your child's activities, including
abortiond

¥ Right to S5ex - i.e.,, no parental right to stop
your child at any age to privately enter into
illicit sexual relationships!

¥ Right to Education - i.e., your children can
choose their own education without parental
input!

#¥ Right to All Information/Media Access - i.e.,
no parental rights to restrict television or
video or movie wviewing, etc!

# Freedom of Punishment -~ i.e., no parental
right . to administer corporal punishment,
spanking, "grounding”, etcl

The UNCRC further states that parental
violation of these "children rights™ could result
in prosecution and the removal of the child
from the homel

The UNCRC has not been approved in the US,,
« 2« yet. But Senate Resolution 70 is slowly
gaining momentum among the liberals of our
government. Before we support this treaty, we
need to examine it more closely and note the
implications that could come with it. Is the
idea behind this document “from heaven, or of
men?” (Matt. 21:25) Wili such a law actually
help us to bring up our children "in the

nurture and admonition of the Lord”? (Eph.
B:4) - RAY

THE FAITH THAT FIZZLES °FORE
THE FINISH HAD A FLAW IN IT
FROM THE FIRST.
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Dates Place & Time SEEaker
April est Broad Streat Iames MoDonald
2 -7 Wedowee. AL {Woodburwy, THI
April Barnes' Ridge Chuwrch Sam Dick
2 -1 Livingstorn, TH (Cave City., K¥1
Aprit Hopkinsville, OH James McDonald
7 - &1 (Waodiury, TN
April Fairview Ghurch Sam Dick
Z1 - 23 QOxford, AL {Cave City KY)
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ABOUT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

i. The Bible is its only guide (Rom. 116
Thes, 2:43).

£. it wears a Biklical name (Bom. 16:16).

3. It red at EHF right place

wras establis

d. It was established at the right time
(Joel 2:88-32; Brots 24

5. It was established on the r‘fx;rht pErsoz
(Matt. 16:18; Acts £:382.

. The saved are in it (Eph. 5:23;
Acits Z:474.

'b'

7. Its members are enrolied in heaven
{Hehb. 12:231.

8. Membership in iz obtained by
r:r,-‘.:«deP:r}r‘E to C d's rommands
fnieluds nb- b ptism {Acts Z:4d1-47;
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