"The harvest truly is graaot, but the lacorers ars few:  pray
ve thersfors the Lord of the haryest, that he would send
forth lagborers Nt his horvezt” [Luke 10:2]

OCTOBER 1995

THE HARVESTER
1120 Sun Hill Road
Birmingham, AL 35215 -4106

VIRTUTE ET LABORE

(By Yirtus and Labor)

"Virtue™, a word that is not heard much .these
days. As words fall from our everyday use so0
does our ability to understand their meaning.
To better focus our thoughts let’s define
"virtue™. Virtue is defined as moral excellence,
uncompromising in integrity, relentless in its
pursuit of high standards. ‘

As Christian men and women we accepted what
could be called Christ’s mantle. We have seen
the works of Christ. His commitment toc others
without regard to His own personal sacrifice.
His wunconditional love wholly demonstrated in
His death. The unfathomable depth of His
mercy and His grace., The longsuffering in His
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attitude toward those of us who do not share
the depth of His understanding of spiritual
matters. s I rolled these thoughts over in
my mind | find myself humblad. Actualily,
ashamed because my commitment to Christ and
His truths has beern found lacking. In other
words my wvirtue is not egual to Christ’s.

We often respond, "Weil, no one is perfect™, and
bhefore those  1words have even lsft that
persan’s mouath Pm thinking, "we ars supposed
to ke striving for perfection”™. There are those
who say that we cannct reach perfection,
howaver I maintain that there are some who
ieft this world befogre their patural death
ococurred because God found them worthy.

The wirtue demonstrated by the actions of our
lives, I'm airaid may condemn us. & ruthless
ocross—-examination of our lives {an heonsest
appraisall is often required to help wvs maintain
our focus.

By accepting the fact that "N have sinned
and come short of the glory of God™, h=a
allowed wus to wunconsciously accept the fac
that the pressure is off of us. We do no
strive for perfection. This mis-conception
could allow us to drop our guard to back off
from ocur commitment to virtue, the virtue that
Jesus demonstrated in His life. As Christians
we need to remember if we are not going
forward in our spiritwral lives then we areg in
effect going backward. Lukewarm Christians
are repulsive to God.
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Peter in his 2nd epistle chapter 1L;5-8 wrote:
“And beside this, givieng aill diligence, add to
your faith virtue; and to wvirtue knowledge:
and to Faowiedge Eempersnaee; and to
femperance patience; and Lo Fatience
godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness,
and rto brotherly kindness charity. For if
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these things be in you, and abound, they
make you that ye shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful In the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christl

in essence we can see that for us to hbe
virtucus we must seek out the knowledge that
Christ has taught wus through His example.
This knowladge we have of the wvirtuous life
that Christ led will help us to be more
virtuous Christians, and as Christ is, we too
can become shining examples of virtuous men
and women. '

Concerning i{abor in regards to virtue, it is
written in James chapter 2 verse 18: "Yea, =
man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have
worksr shew me thy fzith without thy works,
and I will shew thee my faith by my worksD”

Is a wvirtuous life attainable by work or by lip
service? All of us realize that we must labor,
to hone ourselves into the moral excellence of
character that God expects. ‘

We cannot justify our actions by those of
others. Each of us should strive to maintain
our lives on a high plain of moral and ethical
standards. Work or labor is often exhausting,
sometimes demoralizing. We are in this flesh
and unfortunately we compromise ourselves
with the often lower standards of the world.
Although I grow weak and my faith and actions
grow erratic, | still seek to live a Christian
iife. Each day I try to re-fogcus my mind, and
my commitment to God. We must start out
each day with the thought that we must
"hegin with the end in mind", which is our goal
of living in such a manner that we may obtain
a home in heaven. Let us all reflect on these
things and to realize our responsibilities to God
and to each other and to ourselves. TWe have
the strength, we have the tools to overcome
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evil. Let us :n_ach one take stock and
re-commit ourseilves to 8 more virtucus way of
iife and by doing this we will smulate Christ
and His truths,

SEARGH THE SGRIPTURES

. Under what king was the Passover observed
25 it had net hoen since the days of the
udges? ' )

TS
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2. In the parable of the Rich Fool, what did he
lack for his crops or fruits?

3. How does FPeter say to meet  one’s
adversary?

a4, If a stone in the wall of an Israelite’s
house was judged to be Ilepercus after the
proper examination period, what was to be
done?

8. What was the bpcoupation of Jethro, Moses'
father-in-law?

ANSWERE NEXT MDONTH . ..



5

and remember last month’s guestions?

1. What country was Nebuchadnezzar king of?
BABYLON {Dan. 1:1]

2. What did Jesus say the Pharisees shut in
men’s faces? THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN (Matt.
23:13)

3. Paul’s teaching caused a great uproar in
Ephesus over what goddess? DIANA (Acts
19:27)

4, TWhich animal iz not mentioned in tha Bibla:
ape, fox, hare, tiger, or whale? TIGER

5. When Isaac realized he had blessed Jacoch
instead of Esau, what was his physical
reactiqn? TREMBLEDN EXCEEDINGLY {(Gen. 27:33)

“IF A WOMAN CANNOT SPEAK,
THEN HOW CAN SHE SING?"

While instructing early Christians regarding
teaching in the assembly of the church, Paul
wrote, “Let your women keep silence in the
churches: for It is not permitted unto them
ta speak .. for it 15 2 shame for women to
speak in the church”™ ({1 Cor. 14:34-35). The
lawyer in Luke 10:28, “willing to Justify
himself, said unto Jesps, And who is my
neighbour?” Gome today, attempting to justify
women in assuming a role not intended by God,
ask a guestion similar in nature: YIf a woman
cannot speak, then how can she sing?"

This guestion is presented upon the assumption
that Paul, in two of his letters, acknowledged
singing as teaching.

"sSpeaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing =2nd making
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melody i your heart to the Lord™ (Eph. 5015,
KIV3.

“Let the word of Christ dwell In you richly in
2N wisdom; teaching and admonishing one
another In psalms gnd hymns z2nd spirftual
Songs., SIngmg with grace In your hearkts Lo
the Lord®” (Col. 32:16, KJV].

Let us he reminded that the Scriptures in
thelr early form did not contain marks of
purnctuation, hnor were the words in  some
manuscripts even, divided by spaces. Such
- were inserted by translators and, conseguently,
were placed as ths transiatoirrs considered
proper. As expressed by the following
translations, it is evident that the transiators
differed on the two verses in guestion.

Ephesians 5:19.

“Express your Joy in singing RMOINE
yourselves psalms and haymns and spiritvuai
songs, meking music in your hearts for the
egrs of the Lord? (Ephk. 5:3, THE NEW
- TESTAMENT IN MODEEN ENGLISH, J.B. Phillipsl

Joining with one =&nother In holy songs of
praise and of the Spirit, using your wvoicée In
songs and making wmelocdy in your heart to the
Lord®” {Eph. 5:13, THE BIBELE [N BASIC ENGLISHL

Coiossians 3:16.

“Let the word of Christ dweil in you richly ==
you tezach snd counsel one znother with ail
wisdom, snd a5 you sing psaims. hymns and
spirituz! songs with gretitude in your hearts
to God™ (Col. 3:15. NIV

“Let the word of Thrist dwell In you richiy, as
you tezch =znd =admonish one =snother in all
wisdom, and a5 you sing psaims and hymns
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znd spirituzl songs with thankfulness in your
hearts te God™ (Col. 3:16, RSV,

Each of the last four gquotations 1is from
translations where the idea that "“singing is
teaching' is not even remotely suggested.

Singing is an expression of joy and praise, and
its primary function is not that of teaching.
But let it alsa be admitted that in everything
we do as Christians there is a certain amouht
of incidental teaching:

#¥ As we arrive at the assembly on time and
thus demonstrate our interest

-

¥ As we bow in prayer and sing with gladness

i

¥ As we listen attentively to those who speak
¥ As we sing words which teach and encourage

¥ In our personal lives as we hold our temper
and respond in love.

We should alse be mindful that singing is one
of the items enjoined wupon every Christian.
Both Eph. 5:15 and Col. 3:16 are prime passages
in this regard. But consider carefully —-— would
God command something in one passage which
He 1would condemn being done in  another?
Certainly not! If singing is the teaching under
consideration, then how can we understand God
in Eph. 5:19 and Col 3:18 to enjoin singing upon
a woman and then condemn her for singing in
i Cor. 14:34-35? This shows emphatically that
singing is not what is condemned, To the
contrary, singing is enjoined upon the Christian
woman. ‘
HARRY COBR
- Box 75
Wedowee, AL 36278



Dates

October
6E -8

October
13 - 18
(F - Su)

October
a2 - 27

November
3-5
Fr - 5w}

(COGSIREEEr CIEEEnInrenioes

Place & Time Speaker
Pleasant Ridge Church Wilbur Bass
Woodbury, TN {Anburn, AL)
West Gadsden Church Sam Dick
Gadsden, AL {Cave City, KY)
700 pm

Liberty Church

Liberty, KY

Sun Hill Road Church
Birmingham, AL

700 pm

Harry Cobh
{(Wedouwrea, AL}

Wilbur Bass
{Auburn, AL}

Where there is no rule:

There

is confusion and decay.

Where every one rules:

There

iWhere the
There

Where the
There

Where one

There

Where the
There

Where the
There

Where the
There

is anarchy and disunion.

majority rule:
is digression and polities.

minority rule:
is oppression and politics.
elder rules:

iz dictatorship and destruction.

eldership rules:
is wisdom and scripturalness.

Christ rules:
is love and salvation.

Spirit rules:
is zeal and unity.
-- Selacted -~



