o] | LY

"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)
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WHY WE SHOULD STUDY THE BIBLE

The word of God is the greatest treasure
on earth, but it benefits only those who
will study. David expressed it this way:
“The law of the Lord |is perfect,
converting the soul: the testinony of the
Lord is sure, naking w se the sinple.
The statutes of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart: the conmmandment of
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring
for ever: the judgnents of the Lord are

true and righteous altogether. Mre to
be desired are they than gold, yea, than
much fine gold: sweet er al so t han honey
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and the honeyconb. Moreover by them is
thy servant warned: and in keeping of
them there is great reward.” (Psa. 19:7-
11).

The word of God is the greatest of all
treasure. It can do so nuch nore than
gold, silver, or precious stones. That
is why Jesus said in Matt. 6:19-20, “Lay
not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth, where noth and rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves break through and
Steal : But lay wup for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither noth
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through nor steal”. Many
Christian’s eyes would light up if you
gave them nuch gold and silver. How nmany
eyes light up when the tine cones each
day to sit down to a study of God s word?
And those of you who do read your Bibles
each day, is it really a joy to do it, or
is it just another chore or just some-
thing I have to do if | hope to get to
heaven? Qur attitudes are very inpor-
tant. Heaven is a place for those who
| ove God and who count it a joy to serve
Hm W should thank CGod every day for
Hs word in our prayers, for heaven is a
prepared place for a prepared people.

In the Beatitudes Jesus tells us that a
person is blessed or made happy when he
does the will of God. And the only way
we can know what to do in order to be
happy is to study the word of God (Rom
10:17). In fact, the word of God is the
only source of true happiness. Many
people have put their career first in
life and these people have gratified
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their worldly desires and have forgotten
about the needs of their inner selves.
The real person has lost all neaning and
pur pose. This is why the Psalmst said
that the word of God is “nore to be
desired than gold, yea, than nuch fine
gold.”

Read from Hebrews 6:17-19 and ask
oursel ves the question, “Wy is it, after
we have just buried a |oved one, that we
go hone and read the word of CGod?” W
look to God for solace in that time of
trouble. Wien a relative is in surgery,
we look to God. Wiy? That, ny friend,
is the only place we can go. At a tine
like this, that hundred thousand doll ar
hone does not anount to nuch. For sone
reason that Cadillac in the garage does
not seem so beautiful. Why? Those
mat eri al things cannot give us hope, and
wi t hout hope we soon lose all desire to
| ove. If the word of God then is our
only source of hope in time of trouble,
why do we neglect to search its treasures
in times of conparative happi ness?

The word of God bl esses those who use it,
but it also condemns those who don't use

it. The Lord says in Hosea 4:6, “M
peopl e are destroyed for [ack of know
| edge: because thou hast rejected

know edge, | will also reject thee, that
thou shalt be no priest to ne: seei ng
t hou hast forgotten the law of thy God, |
wll also forget thy children.” In 2
Thess. 2:10, “And with all decei vabl eness
of unrighteousness in them that perish;
because they received not the |ove of the
truth, that they m ght be saved.” Notice
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t he phrase, “received not the |ove of the
truth.” Do you really love the truth, if
you don’t study it? You answer that.
And that is exactly how people are led to

believe a lie. They don’t investigate
and st udy.
| f someone asked us, “Wat nust | do to

be saved?’, nost of us would give the
five steps the Cospel preacher gives at
the end of his sernon. But how many of
us could go to the chapter and verse to
prove each step? | f someone asked you
why you partake of the Lord s Supper
every Sunday, would you be able to turn
to the book, chapter and verse, to prove
that what you do is indeed God's wll?
How does that Christian know that he has
the truth if he has never studied it?

| am witing this article that | mght
i npress someone wth the inportance of
followng Paul’s instruction to Tinothy,
in2 Tim 2:15, to “Study to show thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashanmed, rightly dividing the
word of truth.”
CHARLIE KIRBY (deceased)
reprinted from The Lifeline

February 1982
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SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

1. Who was the second judge of Israel who
del i vered them from Egl on, king of Mdab?

2. Wien is man usually tenpted, according
to James?

3. According to Isaiah, though your sins
be as scarlet, what shall they be?

4. \Wich gospel account of the Bible is
the shortest?

5. Wiat did Abraham carry as he and | saac
ascended the nountain together?

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH ..
and renenber |ast nonth’s questions?

1. David becane fanous after killing how
many Edomtes in the Valley of Salt?
18,000 (2 Sam 8:13)

2. \What happened to the fig tree cursed
by Jesus? | T WTHERED AVAY (M. 11:21)

3. Wat did the Law of Mses comand for
those commtting the sin of adultery?
THEY WERE TO BE STONED (Jn. 8:4,5)

4. \What does Proverbs say is nore
precious than rubies? W SDOM  ( Prov.
3:15)

5. What did Esther request of the king
when she went into his court? THAT THE
KING AND HAVMAN WOULD COVE TO A BANQUET
(Esth. 5:4)
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A LOOK AT 1 JOHN 5:16

The thene of 1 John is Codly Love, which
is manifested in all Christians through
obedience to God's commandnents: “By
this we know that we |ove the children of
God, when we Ilove God, and keep his
conmmandnent s. For this is the love of
CGod, that we keep his conmmandnents: and
his conmmandnments are not grievous.” (1
John 5: 2-3)

The Christian’s communion with God al | ows
us to approach Hs throne in prayer
(Hebrews 4:15-16). It is through prayer
that we nmake known our petitions to Cod:
“And this is the confidence that we have
in him that, If we ask any thing
according to his wll, he heareth us:
And if we know that he hear us, whatso-
ever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we desired of him” (1
John 5: 14- 15)

The Apostle John then nakes a curious
statenent regardi ng prayer: “I'f any nan
see his brother sin a sin which is not
unto death, he shall ask, and he shall
give himlife for them that sin not unto
death. There is a sin unto death: | do
not say that he shall pray for it.” (1
John 5:16) Wat is the “sin that we
should not pray for” in 1 John 5:167?

Cl ose exam nation of this passage reveals
si X inportant points:

1. The subject of this passage (verses
14-16) is prayer. Verse 16 deals with a
particul ar application of our prayer life
in that John provides us with an exanple
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of what we should and should not pray
about .
2. The “he” wunder consideration is the
one that has seen a brother sin. Ti me
and again we are encouraged to pray for
others. See Eph. 6:18 and Janes 5: 16.
3. The sin that “is not unto death” is
one that was nmade unintentionally. John
plainly shows us that “all unrighteous-
ness is sin,” (1 John 5:17). W are also
told that the wages of sin is death (Rom
6:23). How then can we rectify the fact
that there is “a sin which is not unto
deat h?” Notice what Paul says in Hebrews
10: 26, “For if we sin wllfully after
that we have received the know edge of
the truth, there renmaineth no nore
sacrifice for sins”. By stating that we
can sin wllfully, Paul inplies that
there is a sin which is not wllfully
commtted. This is the sin that “is not
unto death.”
4. Prayer can and should be made for
those that mght sin and not realize it.
“And the prayer of faith shall save the
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up;,
and if has commtted sins, they shall be
forgiven him” (Janmes 5:15).
5. The sin unto death is un-repented sin.
The Bible is clear that repentance is
mandatory for salvation: “...but now
comrandeth all nen everywhere to repent
” (Acts 17:30-31).
6. W shoul d not pray that an un-repented
sin, to be distinguished from a sin
uni ntentionally nade, should be forgiven
in soneone else's life. It is their
responsibility to ask for forgiveness
(Phil. 2:12). VW should pray that they
woul d repent before it is too |ate.
(continued next page)



(continued from page 7)

A better way to put 1 John 5:16 is:

“If any man see his brother sin uninten-
tionally, the one that saw the sin shall
pray and God shall give the brother who
sinned forgiveness. There is a sin unto
death that consists of unrepented sin.
W should not pray for sonmeone else if
they are guilty of unrepented sin, that
is their responsibility.”

John makes it clear that a life of |ove
and devotion to God is what is required
for the Christian. Any sin left not
repented of will not be tolerated.

DANA R. CHANDLER
13912 County Rd. 15
Wedowee, AL 36278

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

Dd you know God has a special plan of
salvation for man? He has been using
this format since the New Testanent age
began (alnost 2000 years ago!) and it
apparently continues to be extrenely
successful. Just ask any Christian. He
will tell you the exact sanme thing found
in the Bible:

Hear the Word of God (Rom. 10:17; Acts 16:32)
. Believe the Truth (Mk. 16:16; Heb. 11:6)
Repent of your sins (Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30)

. Confess Christ (Rom. 10:9,10; Acts 8:37)

Be baptized (Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:3,4;1 Pet. 3:21)

. Practice faithful Christian living (1 Pet.
2:11,12; Rev. 2:10)
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