\ESTEH

"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)
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PREMILLENIAL IMPLICATIONS

Premllenialismis the religious doctrine
concerning the second comng of OChrist.

In general, it teaches that before the
1000 year reign of Christ (ref. Rev.
20:2), Jesus will return to this earth a

second tinme and establish H s ki ngdom and
give everyone a second chance for
sal vati on. Certainly this is a
conforting creed for those who believe
it, but is it a msleading doctrine?

True confort and assurance conmes only
when we follow God’s Wrd. Therefore, as
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we examne all religious doctrines, each
one mnust be tested against the sacred
Scriptures. If any teaching cannot be
supported by God’'s Wrd, then it would be
folly to believe it. In view of this
approach then, |et us exam ne the idea of
prem |l enialism and sone of its
inmplications. How does it conpare to the
teachi ngs of the Bible?

First, the concept of premllenialism
inmplies that another era (the mllennium
for God s people will be forthcom ng.
It denies that this current age of
Christianity in which we are living is
the “last days.” Yet the apostle Peter
clearly stated that he was now living in
the “last days” or the |ast dispensation
of tine. “But this is that which was
spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall
come to pass in the |ast days, saith od,
I wll pour out of ny Spirit upon all
flesh ...” (Acts 2:16,17). The witer of
Hebrews also refers to the Christian era
in which we exist as the “last days.”
“God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in tine past unto the
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these
| ast _days spoken unto us by his Son, whom
he hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom al so he nmade the worlds.” (Heb. 1:1-
2). If premllenialism is predicting
another “day” for Christians, then it
goes contrary to God’' s Wrd.

Second, premllenialism nmakes God false
to his prom ses. It inplies that our
heavenly Father has not yet established
his kingdom and thus, he failed in
keepi ng his pledge. However, the Bible
tells quite a different story. In Dan.
2:44 it was predicted (promsed) that “in
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the days of these kings <Roman enpire>
shall the God of heaven set up a ki ngdom

whi ch shall never be destroyed...” \Wen

Jesus arrived on the scene, we are told

that the establishnent of that kingdom
was very near indeed. “Now after that

John was put in prison, Jesus canme into
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
ki ngdom of God, And saying, The tine is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at_
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.”

(Mark 1:14-15) It is also obvious that

this kingdom was founded during the
lifetime of the disciples. “And he said
unto them Verily | say unto you, That

there be sonme of them that stand here,

whi ch shall not taste of death, till they
have seen the kingdom of God cone wth
pover.” (Mark 9:1) As an exanple, the
apostl e John refers to his nenbership in
t hat ki ngdom “l John, who al so am your

brot her, and conpanion in tribulation,

and in _the kingdom and patience of Jesus
Christ, was in the isle that is called
Pat nos, for the word of Cod, and for the
testinony of Jesus Christ.” (Rev. 1:9)

To teach that our Lord is comng back to
earth to establish Hs kingdomis to deny
God’s promse and power of building that

ki ngdom al r eady!

Third, the premllenial theory belittles
the very church Jesus Christ established
upon H s death. From the very begi nni ng
of the world, God intended to save his
peopl e through the church (Eph. 3:9-11).
Hs et er nal pur pose I ncl uded t he
sacrifice of his only begotten Son, the
resurrection of our Lord, and the
spreadi ng of the “good news.” Those who
obeyed the gospel would be added to the

“hndv” nf Chricet and he ecniint ed amnn t he
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THE HARVESTER is a monthly publication intended to
encourage all men everywhere to become laborers

into God’s harvest (Luke 10:2). This paper 1is
mailed free of charge to anyone who wishes to
receive 1it. Please submit name, address and all

correspondence to:
Ray McManus
141 County Road 474
Woodland, AL 36280
Phone: (256) 449-9221

saved. “And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved.” (Acts

2:47) Premllenialism on the other
hand, teaches that the Lord s church is
NOT i nmportant. It says that Jesus is

comng back to earth with another plan
for saving God’' s people. Evidently, sone
believe that the church did not live up
toits billing!

This brings up our |ast point and perhaps
it is the nost glaring inplication of

all. Premllenialism strongly suggests
that the first comng of Christ was a
failure. To hint that Jesus is comng

back to this earth in order to give
peopl e anot her chance of being saved, is
to inply that He never fulfilled Hs
initial mssion. How ri di cul ous! Jesus
came to “seek and to save that which wvas
lost” (Luke 19:10). “But when the
fulness of the tinme was cone, d sent
forth his Son, nmade of a wonan, nade
under the law, To redeem them that were
under the |aw, that we mght receive the
adoption of sons.” (@l. 4:4,5) When
Jesus Christ was praying for the preser-
vation of the apostles, He nentioned how
God had sent Hm and “/ have glorified
thee on the earth: I have finished the
work whi ch thou aavest ne to do.” (John
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17: 4) If we are to believe what the
Bi ble says here in John 17, that Jesus
conpleted Hs task on earth, then what
are we to make of the clains of those who
say that Jesus is comng back to earth to
give sinners a second chance? |Is this
truly a conforting doctrine? Is it “from
heaven, or of nen?” (Matt. 21:.25)

One can see that many inplications of the
prem || eni al theory are directly in
contrast to the teachings of God s Wrd.
Therefore, it is a doctrine that nust be
rejected. Wen Christ cones again, this
is exactly what wll occur: “For the
Lord hinself shall descend from heaven
wth a shout, wth the voice of the
archangel, and with the trunp of God: and
the dead in Christ shall rise first:
Then we which are alive and renain shall
be caught up together wth them in the
clouds, to neet the Lord in the air: and
so shall we ever be wth the Lord.
Wierefore confort one another with these
words.” (1 Thes. 4:16-18)

RAY McMANUS

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

1. How many people from Ephraim were
killed because they could not pronounce
Shi bbol et h?

2. At what time of day was CGod going to
bring on Egypt and the Pharaoh the very
| ast pl aque?
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3. According to Jesus, what have the
experts of the | aw taken away?

4. Wiy does the psalmst say not to be
overawed when a man grows rich?

5. Wiat did Jeroboam nmake for the
Israelites to worship instead of going to
Jer usal enf®?

ANSVERS NEXT MONTH .
and renenber | ast nonth’s questions?

1. Wwo was the man that God used to
restore Paul ’ s si ght in Damascus?
ANANI AS (Acts 22:12)

2. Since the Levites were only given
t owns, wher e wer e t hey to have
pasturel ands?  JUST BEYOND THE TOMN WALL
(Num 35: 3-4)

3. In what formdid God cone to Mses in
order for the people to hear him speaking
with Mses? IN A THCK CLOUD (Exo.
19:9)

4. Whose exanpl e shoul d husbands copy in
loving their w ves? CHRI ST'S LOVE FCR
THE CHURCH ( Eph. 5:25)

5. In accord with Isaiah’s prophecy, who
will see the Lord s banner (ensign) when
it is raised, and hear the trunpet when
it blows? ALL THE PECPLE OF THE EARTH
(I'sa. 18:3)

One symptom of a sick Christian is a sharp
pain when he opens his pocketbook.




7

“LAYING ON OF THE HANDS”

1 Tinothy 4:14, “Neglect not the gift
that is in thee, which was given thee by
prophecy, with the |aying on of the hands
of the presbytery.”

Laying on of hands in the New Testanent
is spoken of in tw ways and had two
pur poses.

1. To inpart the ability to perform
spiritual gifts. Al ways extended by an
apostl e upon sonmeone not an apostle but
one in whom these gifts could serve a
useful purpose in the cause of the Lord.

* Apostles upon the seven (Acts 6:6).

* Peter and John wupon the Samaritans
(Acts 8:17). Note that Philip, one of
the seven, had experienced the apostles
hands being laid wupon him but he
apparently could not extend gifts to
others. This action was perforned by the
apostles, Peter and John, comng from
Jerusal em for that purpose.

* Paul upon those who had received only
John’ s baptism (Acts 19:6).

* Paul upon Tinothy (2 Tinothy 1:6).

2. From elders or other non-inspired
brethren (who did not possess the power
to inpart spiritual gifts) upon soneone
to whom they w shed to show endor senent,
support, and favor.

* The elders upon Barnabas and Saul at
t he begi nning of their m ssionary journey
(conti nued next page)



GOSPELL WIEETINGS

DATES PLACE & TIME SPEAKER

March Second Ave. Church Harry Cobb
21-24 Opelika, AL (Wedowee, AL)
(Th-Su) Series on Revelation

March 31-  Noble Church of Christ Harry Cobb

- April 5 LaFayette, GA (Wedowee, AL)
April West Broad Street Sam Dick

7-12 Wedowee, AL (Cave City,
KY)

(Su-F) 7:00 pm weekdays
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(continued from page 7)

(Acts 13:3). Note that Saul (Paul) in
this reference was an apostle and did not
require being inparted wth spiritual
gifts.

* In addition to Paul (an apostle, 2 Tim
1:6), Tinothy also had the hands of the
presbytery (elders) laid upon him (1 Tim
4:14). But as wth Barnabas and Saul
(Acts 13:3), no spiritual gift was thus
i npart ed; t he presbytery were not
apost | es.

* Tinothy was advised to use caution in
laying on of hands (1 Tinothy 5:22).
Note that Tinothy was not an apostle and,
therefore, could not inpart spiritual
gifts. He is advised here to act wth
pati ence and understandi ng when the tine
woul d cone to endorse and | end support to
soneone.
HARRY COBB
PO Box 75
Wedowee, AL 36278
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