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"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)
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AND THE DISCIPLES WERE CALLED ...

In this article we wish to explore the
biblical definition of a Christian. Wat
exactly is a Christian? Certainly this
s a worthy question for anyone
interested in spiritual things. And
because of its nature, this is a question
that can only be answered by the One
above. VW will not seek our solution
through the dictionary. Neither wll we
turn to any man-witten texts such as
creed books or di sci plines or
commentaries or simlar nmanuals. The
Bible is the only docunent that contains
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books aut hored by God hinself and this is
where we mnust claim our answer to the
i nportant query, “Wiat is a Christian?”

The beginning of our study takes us to a
passage where the term “Christian” was
first used in the King Janes Version
(KJV) of the Bible. “And when he
<Barnabas> had found him <Saul>, he
brought himunto Antioch. And it cane to
pass, that a whole year they assenbled
t henselves with the church, and taught
much peopl e. And the disciples were

called GChristians first in Antioch.”
(Acts 11:26) This verse clearly states
that Christians were “the disciples”.
But now, what were “disciples”? Can we
gain further insight into this new term
to discover what a Christian is? Let us
l[imt our search again to the Holy Wrd
of God.

The word “disciple” is basically a New
Testament term in the KJV It appears
only once in the Ad Testament -- in
|saiah 8:16 and there it is used in a
prophecy concerning the comng Messiah.
Al other appearances of “disciple” or
“di sciples” occur in the four accounts of
the Gospel and in the book of the Acts of
t he Apostl es.

A quick examnation tells wus that in
Bible times “disciples” were |earners or
pupils, nmuch as they are today. Duri ng
the Sernon on the Munt Jesus taught H's
disciples and the nultitudes (Matt. 5:1-
2). Disciples were taught the neaning of
certain parables (Matt. 13:36), along
with other truths. It is also evident

that disciples were followers. As we
| ook at the examl e of .Jesus’ di sci nl es.
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they characteristically “followed” Hm
everywhere He went: Jerusalem Jericho,
Galilee, and even into a ship (Matt.
8:23)! But nore significantly, they
“foll owed” the teachings of their naster.

Was Jesus the only person nentioned in
the Bible that had disciples or
followers? Not quite. There were nmany
different disciples who belonged to
different t eachers (1 eaders). In
addition to disciples of Jesus (Mtt.
27:57), sone were disciples of Mses
(John 9:28), disciples of John the
Baptizer (Matt. 9:14), and disciples of
the Pharisees (Luke 5:33). Furt her,
di sciples could be either male or fenale.
In Acts 9:1-2 it is inplied that the
“di sciples of the Lord” consisted of both
men and wonen, while later in the chapter
Tabitha was specifically referred to as a
“disciple” in Acts 9: 36.

In sunmmary then, disciples were pupils
who followed and imtated their teacher.
Does this nmean that any “disciple” is a
Christian since “the disciples were
called Christians” in Acts 11:267 No!
Since there were different teachers whom
t he di sci pl es fol | owed and t hus,
different disciples existed as noted
above, we nmust di stingui sh VH CH
“disciples were called Christians first
in Antioch”. As the nane sinply inplies,
those disciples who followed Christ were
the ones referred to Dby the term
“Christian”.

To take it another step further, those
disciples or nenbers who nade up the
church in Antioch were the ones who were
called Christians. The book of Acts
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this cl ear connecti on bet ween t he
di sciples of Christ and the early church.
For exanple, as the nunber of disciples
increased, so did the church (Acts
6:1,7). Wen Saul was converted and
therefore, he quit binding “disciples”
(Acts 9:1), we read that the “churches”
(as well as the disciples) had rest (Acts
9:31). There were “disciples” in places
like Damascus (Acts 9:19), Jerusalem
(Acts 9:26), and Joppa (Acts 9:38), which
coincidental ly had chur ches, t oo!
Finally, the “church” and “disciples”
mentioned in Acts 14:27-28 were obviously
synonynous terns as they were also in
Acts 11:26. W can correctly concl ude

then, that a nenber of the Lord s body or
church was also a disciple of Christ
whi ch, in turn, nmeans he was a
“Christian”.

It is interesting to note that the term
“disciple” did not appear in any of the
epistles after the book of Acts. The
Apostl e Paul addressed nmany of his
letters to “the saints”, to “the church”,

to “the sanctified”, and to “the faithful

bret hren”, which are other descriptions
of Christians. Peter also addressed his
letters, not to “disciples”, but to “the
strangers scattered ... ” (1 Pet. 1:1),
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unquestionably recalling how the early
church was “scattered” due to
persecutions of Christians (Acts 8:1,4
and Acts 11:19). Even Jude di sm ssed the
term “disciple” for “them that are
sanctified by Gd the Father, and
preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:”
(Jude 1).

Equal ly nysterious is the fact that we do
not see the word “Christian” used often

in the Holy Scripture. It appears only
three tinmes (Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28;, 1
Pet. 4:16). From these references we

| earn that one can be persuaded to becone
a Christian and one nust not be ashamed
to suffer as a Christian.

What is a Christian? He is a disciple of
Christ. Wat does this nean to us? Once
again we wll let the Bible speak. As
Jesus was preparing H's disciples for the
com ng kingdom of heaven, He gave these
definite requirenents:

1. “The disciple is not above his naster,
nor the servant above his |[ord. It is
enough for the disciple that he be as his
master, and the servant as his lord.”
(Matt. 10:24-25a)

2. “If any nman cone to ne, and hate not
his father, and nother, and wfe, and
chil dren, and brethren, and sisters, yea,
and his owm |ife also, he cannot be ny
di sciple.” (Luke 14:26)

3. “And whosoever doth not bear his
cross, and cone after me, cannot be ny
di sciple.” (Luke 14:27)

4. “If ye continue in ny word, then are
ye ny disciples indeed; And ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall nake you
free.” (John 8:31-32)
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In conclusion, a Christian is a follower
of Christ. He learns and imtates God' s
Son. He is established and rooted in
Jesus Christ. He is a godly person, set
apart from the world. He is one who
totally submts to the Lord and has a
relationship with God. He serves the
Savior as a loyal mnister. A Christian
is a true disciple.

RAY McMANUS

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

1. After the argunent between Paul and
Bar nabas, with whomdid Mark go?

2. O what country are the cedars often
referred to in the Ad Testanent?

3. Wen Christ offered the cup at the
Last Supper, what did He say it was?

4. The Lord promsed the |land of Canaan
to Abram and who el se?

5. According to the book of Exodus, what
was the punishnment for anyone who cursed
his father or nother?

ANSVERS NEXT MONTH .
and renenber | ast nonth’s questions?

1. Wio was Abrahamis wife after Sarah
di ed? KETURAH ( Gen. 25:1)

2. The Jew, Al exander, was going to speak
in what city, but the crowd kept shouting
“Geat is Dana”? EPHESUS (Acts 19: 34)
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3. According to Psalm 104, what does GCod
make his chariot? THE CLOUDS (v. 3)

4, God perfornmed swift judgnent on
Anani as and Sapphira in Acts 5. How did
this affect the early church? GREAT

FEAR CAME UPON ALL THE CHURCH (Acts 5:11)

5. Wiat plant was Anos known for grow ng
and caring for? SYCAMORE FIGS (Anps
7:14)

WISDOM FROM SOLOMON

It has always amazed nme how Sol onon
realized the inportance of putting the
right value on different itens. In the
book of Proverbs we find a small
col l ection of this w sdom

1. “Better is a dinner of herbs where
love is, than a stalled ox and hatred
therewith.” (Prov. 15:17)

2. “Better is a little wth
ri ght eousness, t han gr eat revenues
wi t hout right.” (Prov. 16:8)

3. “How nuch better is it to get w sdom
than gold! and to get wunderstanding
rather to be chosen than silver!” (Prov.
16: 16)

4. “Better it is to be of a hunble spirit
with the lowy, than to divide the spoil
with the proud.” (Prov. 16:19)

5. “Better is a dry norsel, and quietness
therewith, than a house  full of
sacrifices with strife.” (Prov. 17:1)

6. “Better is the poor that walketh in
his integrity, than he that is perverse
in his lips, and is a fool.” (Prov. 19:1)



GOSPELL WIEETINGS

DATES PLACE & TIME SPEAKER

July Freefield Church Sam Dick

7-12 State Line, MS (Cave City, KY)
July Rich Hill Church James McDonald
8-12 Liberty, KY (Woodbury, TN)
July Dowell Hill, IN Mike Daniel
12-14

July Gablestown Church Harry Cobb

14 - 19 Boyersville, PA (Wedowee, AL)
July Fayetteville Road Sam Dick

17 -21 Fairburn, GA (7:00 EST) (Cave City, KY)
July Oak Grove Church Harry Cobb

21 - 26 Woodland, AL (7:00 CST) (Wedowee,
AL)

July Becton, KY James McDonald
22 - 26 (Woodbury, TN)
July Jigger, LA Wilbur Bass

22 - 27 (Auburn, AL)
July 28 - Napoleon Church Wilbur Bass

- Aug. 2 Woodland, AL (7:00 CST) (Auburn, AL)
July 29 - Gathering at Various speakers

- Aug. 3 Torreon, NM
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WHAT IF ... the brethren supported your gospel
meeting like you supported theirs? (Matt. 7:12)
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