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WHY WE WORSHIP AS WE DO  

In the Church of Christ we endeavor to “speak where the Bible 

speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent.” Everything we 

do is based on what we find in the Bible, be it a direct 

commandment or an example. We do nothing more and nothing less.  

As you read the Old Testament notice that when God gave laws, 

commandments, assignments, or errands, He insisted on all this 

being carried out to the letter. God gave the children of Israel 

specific instructions on how to offer up sacrifices in the book 

of Leviticus. If they did waver, they were dealt with severely, 

as were Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10:1-2.  

Worshipping God has always been a very serious matter. We today 

must worship God according to the examples and commandments that 

are set before us in the Bible.  That is what we strive to do in 

the Church of Christ, follow God’s instructions to the letter. 

Each Sunday we assemble to pray, sing, give of our means, preach 

and partake of communion. We strive to do each of these things 

in accordance to God’s will.  

We are commanded to pray, “Pray without ceasing.” (1 Thes. 5:17) 

There is a right way to pray. Jesus said “And whatever you ask 

in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in 

the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” (John 

14:13-14) When we pray, we pray to God the Father in Heaven, but 

we pray in the name of Jesus. Jesus makes intercession for us. 

Without Jesus, we cannot pray to God.  

A very important part of our worship service is the singing. In 

Ephesians 5:19 we read, “speaking to one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 

heart to the Lord.” We do not have a choir or use musical 

instruments. We must do only what the Bible says and nothing 

else. We have no authority for things such as musical 

instruments or choirs, because we are not the ones to whom the 

songs are sung. If God’s instructions are not carried out to the 

letter, then they are not accepted. When we are told to make a 

melody in our heart, then no orchestra in the world can make us 

sound better in a worship service to God. Quite the opposite, it 

would be an abomination to God and would sound horrible to Him.  

The way we sing in worship, everyone can sing along.  Psalms 100 

tells us to “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.” If you are 

singing praises from your heart, even if you are off-key, you 



are making a joyful noise to God. Singing is a form of worship.  

God wants us to worship Him in song.  God didn’t give all of us 

musical talent but that does not excuse us. In Exodus 4:10-12 we 

read about Moses feeling inadequate in speech much like we feel 

as poor singers but Moses led the children of Israel with the 

help of God. We sing the words from our heart, that is what God 

hears, not the vocal chords.  

Another part of our worship is giving. We take up a collection 

every Sunday because we are told to do this in 1 Corinthians 

16:2, ”Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay 

by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no 

gatherings when I come.” We give as God has prospered us.  In 

other words, God does not dictate what percentage we give as he 

did in the Old Testament before the establishment of the Church.  

Another part of our worship is preaching. Paul tells Timothy, 

“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 

rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.” (2 Tim. 

4:2) Shortly before Jesus ascended into heaven, he said to the 

disciples, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 

every creature.” (Mark 16:15) We are commanded to preach the 

word of God.  We do not hire one man to do all the preaching to 

us on Sunday morning, Sunday night, and Wednesday night. We do 

not pay a man to go visit the sick for us and do whatever 

religious work there is to be done while we go about our 

business. We pattern after the early church. It our duty to 

visit the sick, and we have a variety of speakers. First 

Corinthians 14:31 tells us, “For ye may all prophesy one by one, 

that all may learn, and all may be comforted.”  We use only male 

members to speak in the assembly because 1 Corinthians 14:34 

says, “Let your women keep silence in the churches; for it is 

not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be 

under obedience as also saith the law.” So not only can women 

not preach, but also they are not to speak in the worship 

assembly. Verse 35 says “And if they will learn anything, let 

them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to 

speak in the church.” That is what the Bible tells us and that 

is what we follow, nothing else.  

We who are members of the Lord’s Church will partake of 

communion upon the first day of the week, Sunday. This is often 

referred to as the Lord’s Supper.  The unleavened bread of the 

communion represents to us the broken body of the Lord Jesus 

when he suffered and died on the cruel cross. The grape juice, 

referred to as the fruit of the vine in the Bible, represents 

the blood that Jesus shed on the cross. Jesus instituted this 



the night before his crucifixion in what we know as the Last 

Supper. In Mark 14:22-25 we read, “Jesus took bread, and 

blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: 

this is my body. And he took the cup, and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them: and they all drank of it. And he 

said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is 

shed for many. Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of 

the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the 

kingdom of God.”  The early church did this on Sunday as can be 

seen in the example, “And upon the first day of the week when 

the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto 

them.” (Acts 20:7) Following the example of Paul and the early 

Church, we commemorate the death, burial and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ our Savior with communion every Sunday.  

One noticeable thing missing in our assemblies is Sunday school 

or Bible classes. After Jesus ascended into Heaven and when the 

apostles received the Holy Ghost and Christ’s Church was 

established, only men such as Peter and Paul preached the gospel 

with the Holy Spirit guiding them, as Jesus had wanted. It was 

not until 1780 years later that Robert Raikes of England started 

Sunday school. Notice what the Bible says about doctrines of 

men: “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, we 

ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) We would be wise 

to do the same. If God had wanted Sunday school, it would have 

been implemented in the early church. There is no authority 

found anywhere in the Bible for the church to have a divided 

class. In fact, 1 Corinthians 14:26-35 condemns more than one 

male member speaking at the same time. Verse 31 especially 

points out that everyone could learn if they spoke one at a 

time. Paul says in verse 37, “If any man think himself to be a 

prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I 

write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.”  

God’s plan has always been for everyone, men, women, and 

children, to assemble together where a man teaches God’s word. 

Acts 14:27 and Acts 15:30 are examples of this in the New 

Testament. In the Old Testament Moses did not read commentaries 

of men and try to form an opinion of how to do things or guess 

what God wanted done. God spoke directly to Moses and gave him 

specific, detailed laws and commandments. Notice Joshua 8:35, 

“There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua 

read not before all the congregation of Israel, with the women, 

and the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant 

among them.” Joshua was obeying a commandment Moses had given 

him in Deuteronomy 31:12.  



To take it further, women are often the teachers of Bible 

classes. As mentioned earlier, 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 commands a 

woman not to speak in a church assembly. In 1 Timothy 2:12 we 

find a woman is not to teach, “But I suffer not a woman to 

teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in 

silence.”  Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he 

should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

Women should by all means teach their children God’s holy word, 

but women must not teach publicly in a called assembly.  

In 2 Timothy 2:15 we are not told just to read the Bible but to 

study and meditate on it. I encourage you to study your Bible 

and learn for yourself about God’s way of worship. 

                                                                

                Adapted from a sermon by DONALD THOMPSON  

                                                   Wedowee, AL  

 

 

HOW OLD WAS JACOB  WHEN  

HE STOLE ESAU’S BIRTHRIGHT?  

I’ve always thought of Jacob and Esau as being young men when 

Jacob tricked his father Isaac, but this is not true.  In fact, 

it may surprise you to learn how old Jacob really was when this 

happened! Let’s piece together the facts we know about his age.  

According to Gen 47:9, Jacob was 130 when he went to Egypt. At 

that time we can identify that Joseph (his son) was 39 years 

old. This is by means of adding information from Gen 41:46 (that 

Joseph was 30 years old when he came to hold the second position 

in the kingdom) to what we learn from Gen 45:6 (that seven years 

of bountiful harvest and two years of famine had passed at that 

time for a total of nine years). By subtracting 39 from 130 it 

remains that Jacob was 91 when Joseph was born.  

Genesis chapter 29 gives more information regarding the birth of 

Joseph in relation to Jacob’s time working for Labon. Originally 

Jacob worked for seven years on the promise that he would 

receive Rachel as his wife. After being tricked and given Leah, 

he agrees to work seven additional years for Rachel. Chapter 

30:25 states after Joseph was born that Jacob wished to leave to 

return to his own country—this indicates that the fourteen years 

required by his agreement with Labon were completed. It follows 

that if Jacob was 91 when Joseph was born and he worked for 

Labor for fourteen years, then he was 77 when he left his home 



at his mother’s insistence (Gen 27:43) following the episode 

when he tricked his brother Esau concerning the blessing from 

their father Isaac.  

It could be true that Jacob might have worked for Labon beyond 

14 years, and this would mean he was younger when he tricked his 

father. But even if he worked five or ten years beyond the 

contract terms, this still would have Jacob as being in his late 

sixties or seventies at the time of the fateful episode.  

This shatters my idea that Jacob was a young man when these 

events unfolded. It also raises the question of how many more 

ideas and beliefs—from the seemingly insignificant to the 

profound—fill our minds that are not solidly founded on the 

scriptures. May we be more like the Bereans in our need for 

truth (Acts 17:11).    

                                                   CHAD PRINCE  

                                                                   919 Pine Cliff  
                                                Oxford, AL 36203  

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 

1. After the golden calf incident, which tribe came to Moses 
when he asked, “who is for the Lord?”    

2. How long did Israel mourn over Aaron’s death?    

3. Why did the apostles rejoice over the persecution for 

Christ?  

4. What event occasioned the handwriting on the wall?  

5. To what company of people was Joseph sold by his brothers?  

     ANSWERS NEXT MONTH . . .  

and remember last month’s questions?  

1.  When David first escaped Saul, to whom did he go? SAMUEL 
(1 Sam. 19:18)  

2. What kind of work did the Prodigal Son take? FEEDING THE 
SWINE (Luke 15:15)  

3. According to James 1, what should we put away? ALL EVIL AND 
FLITHINESS (James 1:21)  

4. What happened to the stars in the sky after the sixth seal 
was broken, as recorded in Revelation? THEY FELL (Rev. 

6:13)  

5. What was the celebration called after fifty years of 

farming the promised land? YEAR OF JUBILEE (Lev. 25:12) 


