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INTERVIEW WITH A CHRISTIAN

I was contacted one day by a local high school student that

wanted to interview me as part of a classroom assignment. The
student was to ask a list of questions to a person in the field
of study they would 1like to pursue. I thought as I was

answering the questions, what 1f I had been asked the same
questions about being a Christian? Below are some of these
questions with passages of scriptures for the answers, because
as I Peter 3:15 says, we should always be ready to give an
answer of the hope that is in us.

1. WHAT KIND OF EDUCATION OR TRAINING DID YOU NEED FOR THIS JOB?

“And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture 1s given by
inspiration of God, and 1s profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for 1instruction 1in righteousness:”
(IT Timothy 3:15-16).

2. WHAT DOES YOUR JOB REQUIRE YOU TO DO?

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:”
(Matthew 28:19).

“"Be sober, be vigilant,; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” (I
Peter 5:8)

“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith”
(Galatians ©6:10).

“Children, obey your parents 1in the Lord: for this is right.
Honour thy father and mother,; (which is the first commandment
with promise;)That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest
live long on the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your
children to wrath: but bring them up 1in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:1-4).

“Abstain from all appearance of evil” (I Thessalonians 5:22).



“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some 1is; but exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25).

3. ARE THERE ANY MINIMUM PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE JOB?

“But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance,
or on the height of his stature,; because I have refused him:
for the LORD seeth not as man seeth, for man looketh on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart” (I
Samuel 16:7).

4. IS THERE A SPECIAL DRESS CODE OR TYPE OF CLOTHING REQUIRED ON
THE JOB?

“In 1ike manner also, that women adorn themselves 1in modest
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety,; not with broided
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;” (I Timothy 2:9).

“Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long
hair, it is a shame unto him? But if a woman have long hair, it
is a glory to her: for her hair 1s given her for a covering” (1
Corinthians 11:14-15).

5. WHAT FRINGE BENEFITS ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR JOB?

“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

6. HOW WELL DO YOU ENJOY YOUR JOB?

“These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain
in you, and that your joy might be full” (John 15:11).

If it 1s the Lord’s will, more interview questions will be
included in next month’s issue.

MARK CARPENTER
Woodland, AL

APOLOGIA
QUESTION: I have heard that the Church of Christ does not

believe you are a Christian if you attend church other than at a
Church of Christ. Is this true?



ANSWER: We appreciate very much the question submitted by our
reader. Too many times people hear things and just accept them
as being true. The Bible tells us to prove all things and that
is what this inquiry seeks to do.

The answer to the question is no, it is not true. Attending a
worship service of a church be it denominational or the Lord’s
church does not make one a Christian nor does it make one who is
a Christian not one. In addition, we might add that Christians
can and often do sinful things. We have to realize that doing
Christian things does not make one a Christian. For example we
know that Christians are very benevolent in their nature. We
seek to help those who are down-trodden and that are in need of
help, but Christians are not the only benevolent people on the
earth. We happen to know some who are very concerned about the
plight of the poor and have given of their time and resources to
help them, but they are unbelievers. That is they do not profess
to be Christians. Just because they are benevolent does not make
them a Christian. Again, doing Christian-like things does not
make a one a Christian.

If we take the question above, flip it around and ask, “Does
attending a Church of Christ make you a Christian?” the answer
is obvious. Just Dbecause one goes to services of a Church of
Christ does not constitute being born again.

“What 1is it that makes one a Christian?” is the more important
question. As a society, we have grown very ignorant of what the
Bible teaches on many subjects. Many are not able to answer the
question posed above. In that which follows we will give a
biblical answer to the question of what makes one a Christian.

The very term Christian is a word denoting those who belong to
Christ. Therefore, the term applies to all that are His. But who
are His?

Jesus speaking of Himself said “I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John
14:16). By this statement we find that Jesus 1s telling us that
the line of distinction between those who are Christians and
those who are not is what they choose to do with Him!

The reason Jesus came to the earth is because man is a sinner.
The apostle Paul writing in Romans 3:10-18 states,

“As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one, There
is none who understands, There 1is none who seeks after God.



They have all turned aside,; They have together become
unprofitable,; There 1is none who does good, no not one. Their
throat is an open tomb, With their tongues they have practiced
deceit; The poison of asps is under their lips; Whose mouth 1is
full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed
blood; Destruction and misery are their ways; And the way of
peace they have not known. There 1is no fear of God before
their eyes.”

In order for one to fully comprehend the need for obeying Jesus
one must first understand their sin. Too often we hear people
who want to emphasize the love and forgiveness that God has
without bringing up man’s sinfulness. The story of Calvary does
not make sense unless 1t 1is presented against the Dbackdrop of
our sin. It 1s Dbecause of our sin that God’s grace is
demonstrated and offered through the redemptive work of Christ.
Paul sums up the point he 1is making in Romans 3:23, “For all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

The reason that we have taken the time to establish the
sinfulness of man is to allow us to see the need for salvation.
Until one comes to grip with the fact that one is a sinner there
will be no need nor any profit in presenting Christ as a
crucified and risen savior. But once this truth is accepted and
clearly becomes a part of one’s thinking then it is easily seen
that salvation from sin is our greatest need. Paul defines this
need 1in Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin 1is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

The fact that we are sinners defines for us the need to respond
to God’s invitation of salvation. It is not possible for us to
establish our own righteousness. Our righteousness is imputed.
When we respond to Christ and accept Him as the way to
salvation, His righteousness 1is counted for ours. The real need
is to respond to Christ, but how?

It all begins with making a decision about Jesus. Is He who He
says He is? Do we believe that He was God come in the flesh? Do
we believe that His death was accepted by the Father as the
payment for our sins? Do we believe that He died, and was
buried, and was resurrected from the dead? Do we believe that He
currently sits at the right hand of God making intercession for
us? Do we believe that He is the great mediator between God and
Man? If so then our belief must become faith!

Here 1is a point upon which many stumble. They feel that by
merely believing the above about Christ that they have accepted



Him as their savior. However, this is not the case. The Bible is
explicit on teaching us that merely believing the truth about
Jesus 1is not the same as walking by faith. Faith is a response.
While it includes believing the truth of scripture it also
contains an element called obedience. A response involves action
on the part of the one who believes. Time and space does not
allow a complete discussion of this distinction but we do want
to refer our readers to a couple of passages of scripture. The
first is found in James 2:19. James tells us the demons believe
and tremble. Surely no one would say that the demons because
they believe in God and Christ are saved! The other passage we
refer to 1s Hebrews chapter 11. Read fully the comments
concerning the faithful. Note that in each count that those who
had faith did something. They responded obediently to the
command of God. This is why Jesus said, “Not everyone who says
to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of My Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

What, then, is the response of those who believe in Christ?
First, we see the need to repent. Jesus taught the necessity of
repentance as did the apostles (Luke 24:46-47, Acts 2:38, 3:19,
17:30). Repentance 1s to change one’s mind for the better, by
heartily amending ones past course with abhorrence for one’s
past sins. It is driven by a godly sorrow as contrasted with a
worldly sorrow. The difference being that the former is due to
hatred of sin and the latter is due to hatred of its
consequences.

Second we have the need to confess. Again Jesus tells us that
unless we confess Him before men He will not confess us before
His Father (Matthew 10:32-33, Romans 10:9-10, I John 4:15).
Confession 1s to acknowledge openly and joyfully. It involves
agreement with the truth.

All of the above lead us to the acceptance of Christ. But they
do not result in us becoming dead to sin. Death to sin implies
two things. The term is used first in a legal sense. In the
scripture it is called Jjustification. It 1is also involved 1in
progressive sanctification whereby we mortify sin in our 1life.
The first occurs when we put Christ on in baptism and the latter
is a lifelong process as we are conformed to the image of Jesus.

As indicated above the dividing line between those who are
Christians and those who are not is baptism for the remission of
sin. This was the response Peter gave to those who on the day of
Pentecost when they ask what they should do about their sin.



Peter told them, "“..Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

The apostle Paul in Romans 6 goes into great detail concerning
the subject of Dbaptism. This passage of scripture teaches us
that:

1. We are baptized into the death of Christ. It is in baptism
that we are immersed into His death (Romans 6:3).

2. Having died with Christ we are also buried with Him by
baptism (Romans 6:4).

3. Having been buried with Him we are also raised in the
likeness of His resurrection (Romans 6:4-5).

Paul continues by instructing wus that it 1is in the act of
baptism that our old man is crucified with Him that the body of
sin might be done away with (Romans 6:6). It is when we respond
to Christ in this manner that we are added to the body of the
saved, the Church.

We have explained this so that one might wunderstand what it
takes to Dbe a Christian. Therefore the original guestion
suggested that it 1s where one attends church is the deciding
fact. This is not what puts one in Christ. Paul wrote, “For as
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ”
(Galatians 3:27).

We do want to conclude that Jesus told the disciples in Matthew
28:18-20, after being baptized, that they were to be taught to
observe all things that He had commanded. Therefore, once one
has become a Christian, they must select a congregation that
adheres to doing things that God has decreed.

SAM DICK
Cave City, KY



SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES

Which one of Judah’s daughter-in-laws tricked him by
portraying a harlot?

By what means did God first narrow down the number of men
Gideon was to use to fight the Midianites?

With whom does Romans 12 say to live in peace, 1if it 1is
possible?

According to David in Psalms, what did the people go through
besides firev?

Were God’s people allowed to worship the sun, moon, or stars?
ANSWERS NEXT MONTH
and remember last month’s questions?

According to Deuteronomy, what was the maximum number of
stripes a wicked man could receive? FORTY (Deut. 25:2-3)

When God told Abram that his seed would be as the stars
because you could not count them, did Abram believe God?
YES (Gen. 15:6)

Since the end of all things is near, how does 1 Peter say to
live? SOBER MINDED AND WATCHING IN PRAYER (1 Pet. 4:7)

According to the book of Job, what does not come from the
dust? AFFLICTION (Job 5:06)

What did Jonathan eat that caused him to break his father,
Saul’s, oath? HONEY (1 Sam. 14:24-27)



