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“Thexefore said he unto them, The haavest twuly is great, bui the
£aboxens are few: pay ye therefore the Load of the harvest, that
he would send forth fabarens into his haavest." (Luke 10:2)
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“YE JUDGE YOURSELVES UNWORTHY OF ETERNAL LIFE"
HOW?

By making a disastrous decisior, such as is
found in John 3:19., "And this 4i%» condemnaticn,
that Light 4is come into the wontd, and men Loved
darkness nathen than tight, because their deeds

wene evi£." We find by reading Lk. 16:15-31, a
message from torment.

First let’s look at a disastrous decision. The
worst plight: "This 44 condemnation..." There
is salvation for those who accept Jesus Christ.

The Harvester BULK RATE
1735 Eastridge Dr. U. S. POSTAGE
Birmmingham, AL 35235 PAID
BIRM, AL
PERMIT NO. 4624



http:Jc.athe.Jc

2

Read John 3:14-18. Let us note verse 16: "For
God a0 Loved the wontd, that he gave His onfy
begotten Son, that whosoever befieveth 4in Him
shoutd not penish, 'but have everlasting Life."
Of necessity, there is condemnation for those
who reject Him. John 3:18, "He that befieveth
on him is not condemned: but he that believeth
not is condemned afready, because he hath not
befieved in the name of the only begotten Son of
God." Note alsa Mark 16:16, "He that befieveth
and {5 baptized shatf be saved; but he that
betieveth net shaflf be damned."

So you see we do pass judgment on ourselves, by
the decisions we make while living in the flesh.
Acts 13:46, "Then Pauf and Barnabas waxed bold,
and said, 11 was neceassary that the word of God
should finat have been spoken to you; but seeing
e put {t 4rom you, AND JUDGE YOURSELVES UNWOR-
THY OF EVERLASTING LIFE, FKo, we 1furn 2o Zthe
Gentifes." Rom. B:1, "There 45 therefore now no
. condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesuas,
who watk not aften the {Lesh, but after the
Spinit." Rev. 6:16, "And said to the mountains
and the nrocks, 4alf on us, and hide us from the
face of Him that aitteth on the throne, and §rom
the wrath of the Lamb: Fon the great day of Hia
wrath {s come, and who shalf be abfe to asfand?"

The greatest blessing is, that Light is come
into the world! Christ...The Light. John 8:12,
"Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, 1 am
the Light of the world: he that {olloweth me
shall not walk in darkness, but shalf have the
Light of £ife."” The Light of Life, as found in
the abave verse, is Christ. The Light of the
Glorious Gaospel of Christ: 2 Cor. 4:4, "In whom
the God of this world hath blinded the minds o4
them which believe not, LEST THE LIGHT OF THE
GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF CHRIST, who 44 the image of
God, should Ahine unto them." It lighteth every
man. Read John 1:1-9,
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The Most Disastrous Decision

"And men foved darkness rather than Light."
They liked the darkness of ignorance rather than
"the Light of the knowfedge of the glory of
God." 2 Cor. 4:6, "For God, who commanded  the
tight to shine out of darkness, hath shined 4in
our hearts, to give the Light of zthe knowledge
of the glory of God 4in the fpace of Jesus
Chnist." Works of darkness: Rom. 13:12, "The
night is far spent, the day is at hand: £Let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and
Let us put on the armour of Light." They wanted
the darkness of sinful pleasures rather than the
light of the gospel: "In whom the God o4 1this
workd hath blinded the minds of them which be-
Lieve not, Lest the Light of the glorious gospel
of Chrnist, who is the {mage of God, should shine
unto them."

They had the un-holiest reason: "Because thein
deeds were evif." They did not want their deeds
reproved. John 3:20, "For every one that doeth
evil hateth the Light, nelthen cometh Lo the
Light, fLest his deeds shoufd be neproved." For
the evil deeds come from within: Mk, 7:21-21,
"For from within, out of the heart of men, pro-
ceed evil thoughts, adultenies, 4orndications,
murdens, thegts, covetousness, wickedness, de-
celt, ALasciviousness, an evil eye, blfasphemy,
pride, foolishness: ALE these evif things come
grom within, and defile the man." A disastrous
decision: "That tight is come into the workd,
and men Loved darkness nathen than Light."
{continued next pagel
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Have you missed an issue of The Harvester?
Or would you like some extra copies? Just
let me know and I will send them as soon
as possible. (The editor)
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THE HABRVESTER is a monthly publication
mailed free of charge to anyone who
wishes to receive it. Please subamit
name, address, and all correspondence
to: Ray McManus

1735 Eastridge Drive

Birmingham, AL 35235

Ph. (205} 854-6423

Now, a Message From Torment

Read Luke 16:19-31. We note from this reading
that one was saved, and the other lost. Kind of
does away with the doctrine of universal salva-
tion, doesn't it? Read Matt. 7:13-14,21-23.
Rev. 20:15, "And whosoever was not §ound written
in the book 04 Life was cast into the ALake of
f§ire." The fact that these two men did not
cease to exist after death seems to do away with
the doctrine of materialism, doesn't it?

Man has been created in the Spiritual image of
God: Gen. 1:27, "So God created man 4in his oun
image, 4in the image of God created he him; mate
and female cneated he them." Note John 4:24,
"God 44 a Spinit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spinit and in truth." So if God
is a Spirit, and He created man in His image,
then man was created in the Spiritual image of
God. Man is a dual being: 2 Cor. 4:16, "Fox
which cause we faint not; but though our outward
man perish, yet the {mward man i nenewed day by
day." 2 Cor. 5:1, "For we know that if our
earthly house of this tabernacfe were dissolved,
we have a building of God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.™ Death separates
the body and Spirit: Jas. 2:26, "For as zthe
body without the spirit is dead". Eccl. 12:7,
"Then shalf the dust return to the earth as it
was: and the spinit shall neturn unto God who
gave «¢."
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We see the rich man pleaded for mercy, but it
was too late. This does away with the second
chance after death, doesn't it? Now 1s the day
of salvation: 2 Cor. 6:2, "Behofd, now is the
day of safvation." Preparation MUST be made
before the return of Christ. Read Matt 25:1-12.
The fact that God refused to send a messenger
from the dead to warn the living is proof that
God will not use a miraculous power, separate,
and apart from his word to convert people. Rom,
1:16, "For 1 am not ashamed of +the gospef of
Christ, FOR IT IS THE POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVA-
TION to every one that believeth.” Also read
1 Pet. 1:22-23. Jas. 1:21, "Wherefore Lay apart
all {ilthiness, and superfludity of naughtiness,
and necedve with meekness THE ENGRAFTED WORD,
WHICH 1S ABLE TO SAPE YOUR SQULS.”

The fact that the rich man's brethren could hear
Moses and the Prophets, proves the fairness of
salvation and does away with the doctrine of
“"Elect and Non-Elect". Salvation is for all,
and all can be saved, IF we accept the word of
God, which is truth: John 8:32, ™"And ye shatk
know the truth, and the thuth shalf make you
§ree.” God is no respecter of persons: Acts
10:34, "Then Pefer opened his mouth, and Aaid,
04 a twth I perceive that God is no respecten
of persons." Jesus tasted death for every man:
Heb. 2:9, "But we see Jesus, who was made a
Litthe Lowen than the angels for the suffering
of death, crowned with glory and homon; that he
by the grace of God shoutd taste death §or EVERY
MAN." The invitation is extended to all. Read
Matt. 11:28-30. Every creature: Mark lé6:16.

The fact that the rich man went to a place of
torment and could not cross the gqulf, while
Lazarus went to a place of comfort, doss away
with the doctrine of purgatory. Here we have a
message which testifies to the foolishness of

trusting in riches, or anything, or anybody in
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this world. Read Mk. 8:36-38, also 1 Tim. 6:6-
12. We cannot depend on anything in this world,
because we came here with nothing, and we will
leave here the same way...for it will ALL be
burned up. Job 1:21, "And sadid, Naked came 1
out o4 my mothen's womb, and naked shaff 1 re-
tunn thithen: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord."
LET US NOT MAKE A DISASTROUS DECISION AND JUDGE
OURSELVES UNWORTHY OF ETERNAL LIFE. THIS IS A
WARNING AND A MESSAGE FROM TORMENT.

JAMES T. HERON
Box 38
Watson, AL 35181

FROM THE SCRIPTURES ...
ISATAH 5

18 Woe unto them that draw iniquily with cords
of vanity, and adin as it were with a cart nope:
19 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his
work, that we may see it: and Let the counsel
of the Holy One of Isnaet draw nigh and come,
that we may krow £t!

20 Woe wunto them that caff evif good, and good
evil; that put darkness fon Light, and £ight
gorn  darkness; that put bitter forn sweet, and
sweet forn bitter!

21 Woe unto them that are wise in their ounm
eyes, and prudent in thein own sdlght!

22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine,
and men of Atrength to mingfe strong drink:

23 Which justify zthe wicked {or reward, and
lake away the ndighteousness of the nighteous
from him! V

24 Theredone as the {4ine devoureth the stub-
bfe, and the {fame consumeth the chaff, 40
thein noot ashaff be as rottenness, and their
blossom shalf go up as dust: because they have
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cast away the Law of the Loxd of Host, and des-
pised the wond of the Holy One of Israef.

25 Therefore 44 the anger of the Lord kindfed
against his people, and he hath streiched fonth
his hand against them, and hath smitten them:
and the hills did tremble, and their carcases
were Lorn in the midat of the streets. For alf
this his angen {5 not turned away, but his hand
48 Atrnetched out Atill.

AS THE MANNER OF SOME 1S

"Not forsaking the assembfing of oursefves
together, as the mannen of Aome 4s; but ex-
horting one anothen: and A0 much the more, as
ye see the day approaching."(Hebrews 10:25)

With this thought, the writer of Hebrews
acknowledged a very common problem among the
brethren. In the early years of the church,
disciples of Christ would assemble together on
the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Some-
times they would gather together daily (Acts
2:46) or for special meetings (Acts 15:22).
Nonetheless, it was expected that everyone
attend, especially on the first day of the week
to break bread.

Some disciples, however, would forsake (abandon
or desert) some of these "assembling of our-
sefves together”. What could the others do to
help solve this problem? "Exhoat one anothea™
was the answer given. And it was particularly
stressed as the "day" approached. It is uncer-
tain whether the "day" referred to "the first
day of the week"™ (Sunday), the day Jerusalem
would be destroyed or "the day of the Lord" (the
Judgment Day).

Since this condition still seems to exist in
nearly every congregation, we must continue to
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address the problem. With this article, it is
the intention of this writer to start a series
on church attendance and related topics. There
1s a definite need to encourage those of us who
are wesker in the faith or who are babes in
Christ. We need to be present every time the
church assembles. Meanwhile, we do not need to
be down-graded, harassed, name-called, nar
forced 1in any thing, but rather to be treated
in a scriptural manner: "... reprove, rebuke,
exhont with all Long-suffering and doctrine”(2
Tim. 4:2). Hopefully these are the guidelines
that will be used in our series of future
writirgs.

RAY
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GOSPEL MEETINGS

Dates Place & Time Soeaker
March Pleasant Grove Church Douglas Farmer
14-16 (halfway between Alex Rainsville, AL
(Fri- City & Dadeville, off
Sun) Hwy 280) 7:00pm
March Fairview Church James McDonald
21-23 Oxford, AL Woodbury, TN
April West Point Church James McDonald
7-11 West Point, GA Woodbury, TN
April Qak Grove Church Samy Dick
7-13 Bubank, KY Cave City, KY

(M-Su) 7:30pm (EST)

Note: Is your congregation having a Gospel meet-
ing? To have it announced in this paper, please
send all information to The Harvester at least

one month in advance.


http:Jrathe.Jr

