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"Thereforne sadd he ante them, The haavest fraly {8 gacat, but tha
faboraes are few: priay ye theredore the Loxd of the harvest, that
he would send fonth laborens inlo his hanvest." (Luke 10:2}
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ABIDE IN CHRIST

I have always found it hard to wunderstand why
members of the body of Christ become unfaithful
in their service to the Lord. They quit study-
ing the Bible. They no longer heed God's com-
mands nor fear his merciful warnings. These
members stop altogether coming to church and as-
sociating with fellow saints. Can they not see
how important it is to remain faithful? Have
they been told of the beautiful benefits which
results when one abides in Christ?

To be a Christian is a glorious feeling. There
is nothing guite like the peace in the heart of
one who has turned away from the world and now
dwells in Christ. Although a Christian lives IN
the world, he is not "of the world". He seeks
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"those things which are above, where Christ sit-
teth on the night hand of God"(Col. 3:1),

When a ™"storm" approaches, the natural man
worries about the physical things but the man
who abides in Christ finds spiritual peace.
Jesus consoled His disciples, "These things 1
have spoken unto you, 2that in me ye might have
peace. In the wordd ye shalf have tribufation:
but be of good cheer; 1 have overcome the
wonkd."(John 16:33) Ever notice when members
"forsake" or leave the church, they become
worldly in nature? They take "thought for Zhe
mornow" (Matt. 6:34). This is what happened to a

fellow worker of the apostle Paul. "For TDemas
hath {orsaken me, having ZLoved 2this present
wordd"(2 Tim. 4:10). Demas decreased his love
for Christ, thereby allowing an increase of love
for the world. By abandoning Christ, we

likewise give up our access to the peace He has
promised. Isn't it sad to think of members who
have already done so? ’

"It is also beneficial to abide in Christ to
avoid sin. "Whosoever abddeth in him sinneth
not: whosoever asdnneth hath not seen him,
neithen hnown him."(1 John 3:6) This does not
mean we will never sin again if we remain a

faithful disciple. It means we will not be in
the habit of practicing sin. We will not commit
the same mistake over and over again. If we.

have truly "seen him" and if we really "know"
our Lord, then we will not continue our sins.

Many years ago a popular commercial showed a man

"kicking the habit" of smoking. In a sense,
Christ helps us to "kick the habit" of sin when
we abide in Him. "I can do alf things Zhrough

Christ which strengtheneth me."(Phil. 4:13) It
is through Him that all things are possible for
us. But if we turn our back on our only source
of strength, we are certain to fall from God's
grace. To desert the "one fold" means to aban-
don our Lord and Saviour.
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Without Christ it is impossible to bear
spiritual fruits. "Abdide 4in me, and I 4in you.
As the branch cannot bear frudlt of 4tself, ex-
cept it abide in the vine; no more can ye, ex-
cept ye abdide in me. 1 am the vine, ye are the
branches: He that abideth in me, and 1 4in him,
the same bringeth forth much frudt: for without
me ye can do nothing."(John 15:4-5) This is a
very important message that was given to the
disciples by Christ. The key to the whole pas-
sage is "ABIDE IN ME". Most people prefer to
think that first Christ will reside in them,.
Only then will they make the commitment to dwell
in Him. But notice carefully the order of the
words, "Abdide in me, and 1 4n you". We must
make the initial move! Many times we like to
sing: "Abide with me! fast falls the eventide,
The darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide!"™ The
Lord will abide with us, but only after we abide
in Him! Too often people leave the church be-
cause they cannot find the Lord in their lives.
The truth is, they did not put their own lives
in the Lord first and thus, were not able to
bear spiritual fruits.

The answer to our prayers can also be affected
by our relationship to Christ. God will not
answer the prayers of a sinner (John 9:31) but
he will grant the request of one who abides in
His Son. "I§ ye abide in me, and my words abide
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you."(John 15:7) When a hand is
cut off from our physical body, it loses the
benefits of the circulation of the blood.
Similarly, when a member leaves the body of
Christ, that member is weakened. Imagine living
. in today's society without the benefits of
prayer. How hopeless and how lonely the soul
becomes! Can we afford then to depart from the
Almighty God?

Perhaps the most significant reason to remain
faithful in Christ is because He WILL come again
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and we must be prepared to meet Him. "And now,
Little children, abide in him; that, when he
shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be
ashamed before him at his coming.”(l John 2:28)
What a terrible judgment those who are no longer
"in Chrnist" will face! They will be cast into a
"furnace of §<re" along with the ones who have
never obeyed the Gaspel (Matthew 13:41-42 and 2
Thess. 1:7-9). But the few who abide in Christ
at the time of His appearing will be confident.
They know their eternal reward will be in
heaven.  "Henceforth there 4is Laid up for me a
crown 04 “righteousness, which zhe Lord, the
rnighteous judge, shall give me at that day: and
not to me onfu, but unto all them also that Love
his appearing."(2 Tim. 4:8)

To be a member of the Lord's church but an un-
faithful one is a serious disadvantage. Such a
disciple lacks true peace, habitually sins, can
not bear spiritual fruits, has unanswered
prayers, and will be ashamed at the second com-
ing of Christ. One apostle described it best in
2 Peter 2:20-22. "For {f afler they have es-
caped the pollutions of the wordd 2through the
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled therein, and overcome,
the AHatten end 45 worse with zhem than the
beginning. For it had been better for them not
to have hnown the way of righleousness, 2Zhan,
aften they have known it, 2o turn from the holy
commandment defivered unto them. But (& 4is hap-
pened unto them according fo the true proverb,
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The dog 4s turned Zo his own vomit agadin; and
the sow that was washed to her wallowing <in the
mine." If we know of one in this condition,
please let us warn him. Tell him of the wonder-
ful life that can be enjoyed when one abides in
Christ!

RAY McMANUS

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES!

1. Who is buried under the great oak tree in
Jabesh?

2. What two foods did the ravens feed EIijah
during the drought? J

3. How many swords did the disciples have with
them when they left the upper room?

4. According to John 5, in whom did the people
set their hope?

5. How many Psalms did Moses write?

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH ...

and remember last month's questions?

1. Did anyone go with Saul when he consulted
the medium of Endor? YES, 2 MEN (1 Sam.28:8)

2. Where did Rahab tell the spies to go for
three days until the pursuers gave up look~
ing for them? THE MOUNTAINS (Josh. 2:16)

3. With what attitude should you lend? WITHOUT
EXPECTING ANYTHING BACK (Lk. 6:35)

4, According to Zephaniah, what kind of bird
will inhabit the desolated Nineveh?
THE CORMORANT (Zeph. 2:13,14)

5. In which New Testament book does the name
"Jesus" not appear? 111 John
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AS THE MANNER OF SOME IS

(A Series to Promote Church Attendance)

This year "Christmas" falls on a Sunday, the
first day of the week when Christians gather
together to break bread (Acts 20:7). I am sure
that most of our church buildings will witness a
dramatic increase 1in attendance on that par-
ticular morning. Besides the visitors, some of
the people who arrive may even be members of the
church whom we have not seen in guite a while.
This would not be anything unexpected.

The following Sunday will be New Year's Day and
again, I speculate there will be an increase at
most of our congregations, although not as near
the amount as the previous week's service. Some
who attend this time will probably be working on
a new resolution: go to church more often than
last year. But by the time February rolls
around, only those few faithful members will
again be occupying the pews of the church build-
ing. "Why {5 the house of the Lord fonrsaken?",
Nehemiah asked in Neh. 13:11 and it is still a
guestion that is pertinent for today.

The manner of some will be to answer this ques-
tion with a 1long list of "legitimate reasons"
for missing the services. Yet most of the
answers we hear are not really reasons, but
excuses! They attempt to justify their mistakes
knowing full well that they are in error.

"I didn't have enough time to go last week". It
is funny how we can schedule certain events
months ahead of time and still keep the appoint-

ment. If it is an important date to us, we are
sure to see that nothing hinders us from making
that date. We always have time to go to the

places and to do the things we really want.
Well, we know exactly when the church meets in
our area. Why not mark the calendar if we have
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to remind ourselves? Then make sure that noth-
ing keeps us from that appointment. The assem-
bling of the church is an essential part of
every Christian's life. Why not yours?

"I don't 1like who's preaching there today."
This excuse comes from one who misunderstands
the purpose of the church services. Do we go to
church to worship God or man? Regardless of who
attends or who leads the singing and prayers or
whoever preaches, we need to be there in the
house of the Lord.

"Well, I had to ... work/entertain guests/travel
on a vacation/sleep in because I was up late
last night ... and that's why I couldn't make
it." - Again we see here a fine list of excuses.
All of the above activities did not have to be
done at the time when the church gathered
together. Which is more important, the things
of the world or our soul? If we were physically
able to do all these, then we were able to at-
tend the church service and that is where we
should have been in the first place!

In Neh. 10:39 the prophet states: "We wiff not
forsake the house of God". That should also be
our attitude. Let us therefore put away our ex-
cuses, so we may meet with our fellow saints.

RAY
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TWO TRAGEDIES IN LIFE:
One is not to get your heart's desire.
The other is to get it.
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GOSPEL MEETINGS

Dates Place & Time Speaker

Dec. Lamar, Colorado Harry Cobb

1-4 {(Birmingham, AL)
Dec. Cloud Nine Church Harry Cobb

9-11 Sierra Vista, AZ (Birmingham, AL)
Dec. Brushy Creek Church New Years Eve
31 Lucedale, MS get - together
(sat.) 7:00pm to midnight and singing

Now is a good time to start thinking about next
year's get-together. Brethren from throughout
the U.S. are already planning to take their
vacation in Kentucky. The tentative dates are
June 19-23. There will be plenty of fellowship
and approximately 12 different speakers giving
brief talks on the theme of the Restoration
Movement.  The highlight of the week will in-
clude visits to the Cane Ridge Meeting House
(1804) in Paris, KY; the Ashlock church (1805);
and the 01d Mulkey Meeting House (1809) in
Tompkinsville, KY. Look for more details in fu-
ture announcements and meke plans to join us.

[Editor's Note: This issue completes our third
year of publishing THE HARVESTER. It has been
so successful that we can only give God all the
praise and credit. Several names were added to
our mailing list, bringing our current total to
810. This includes 26 different states!

It is time again to give special thanks to those
who contributed articles this year. They are:
John Barris, Max Gaskins, Marty Livingston,
Zachary Michini, and Tony Whiddon. Their help
was greatly appreciated.]
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