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CORNELIUS 
What about Cornelius? Well, the Bible says he 
was a devout or godly man who feared God, gave 

alms to the people, prayed to God always, 
a just man of good report among all the nation 
of the Jews, and he fasted (Acts 10). WOW! 
What a man! Do they come any better? Is there 
any room for improvement? 

Bible further reveals that Cornelius, this 
devout, fearing, giving, praying, fasting, just 
man with a good reputation, had a vision from 
heaven (Acts 10:3-6). An angel of God appeared 
to tell him that his prayers and alms had "came 
up ftOJr. a memOJr.i.a£ beftOJr.e Gad." WOW! What a 
man! God has actually spoken to him through 
one of his angels. Cornelius must be a special 
person. He must be a Christian. 
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Is there any room for improvement? Yes. You 
see, Carnelius is NOT a Christian. "What?! 
You mean this man who is devout, God-fearing, a 
giver, prayer, faster, just, of a good repu­
tation, who has seen a vision from heaven, and 
whose prayers and alms have come up before God, 
is not a Christian?" That is exactly what I 
mean. Many religious bodies would consider 
Cornelius a Christian based on his character. 
In fact, he has done that which many teach one 
must do in order to be saved, that is, he 
believes and has prayed. Yet, the Bible has 
said nothing of Cornelius' spiritual status. 

Evidently, the godly characteristics which 
Cornelius possessed were not enough to save his 
soul. According to the Bible, the angel told 
this believing, devout, God-fearing, giving, 
praying, fasting, just man of a good reputa­
tion, that he needed to send for Peter. In 
fact, the Bible says Cornelius was actually 
"wal(ne.d nl(om God blj an hoR.1j ange.R. to -6e.nd" for 
Peter (Acts 10:22). But why? The angel says 
to Cornelius, "He. (Peter) -6haR.R. te.R.R. the.e. what 
thou oughte.-6t to do" (Acts 10:6). This 
statement indicates to us that Cornelius lacked 
in some area. Something was missing in his 
life. There was room for improvement. 

The question before us at this time is: What 
can you tell a man whom the Bible teaches is a 
believing, devout, God-fearing, giving, always 
praying, fasting, just man with a good reputa­
tion who has seen a vision from heaven, and 
whose prayers and alms have come before God? 
Acts 11 offers another account of what happened 
to Cornelius. Here, the angel tells Cornelius 
to "-6e.nd me.n to Joppa, and c.aR.R. nOl( Shnon, 
who-6e. -6ul(name. .£-6 Pe.te.l(; who -6haR.R. te.R.R. the.e. 
WOI(d-6, whe.l(e.blj thou and aR.R. thlj hoU-6e. -6haR.R. be. 
-6ave.d" (vs. 13 & 14). This is exactly what you 
can tell a man of Cornelius' character or 
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about, -6e.e.k.£ng whom he. malj de.voUl(." The adver­
sary of every Christian is the devil. He is an 
enemy to watch because he can strike suddenly 
and fiercely and from out of nowhere. Like a 
hungry lion roaming the jungle, the devil is 
constantly in search of easy prey. But he can 
devour only those who let him! 

The key word in 1 Peter 5:8 is "may." It seems 
that the scholars of the King James Version 
introduced this word in the verse since all of 
the other major versions omit the word "may." 
But Strong's Concordance shows it coming from 
the Greek word "dunamai." Consequently, the 
KJV does bring out an interesting thought for 
consideration. 

In English class we learned the difference 
between using "may" and "can." Both are used 
to express possibility. CAN is used when 
referring to the simple ability to do some 
thing while MAY is used when politely asking 
for permission. Thus, we note that there is a 
variation in meaning between "whom he can 
devour" and "whom he may devour." Quite often 
we read the text verse with the idea that Satan 
will pick on whomever he chooses. However, the 
devil cannot "de.vou't" anybody anytime he wants 
but only when given the proper permission: 
"whom he. may de.voul(." 

The point, then, is that we each have control 
of the influence that Satan may have over us. 
He cannot "de.voUl(" us if we determine other­
wise. Another verse which supports this idea 
is in James 4:7. "Subm.£t IjOUl(-6e.R.ve.-6 the.l(e.nOl(e. 
to God. Re.-6-L-6t the. de.v.£R., and he. w.£R.R. nR.e.e. 
nl(om Ijou." By refusing to give in to the 
devil, he WILL go away! Note that Christ did 
not permit Satan to win Him over in Matthew 4. 
The only way that the devil can overtake us is 
if we allow him. In other words, he cannot 
overcome us except with our permission! 

RAY 
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SEAR THE SCRI RES! 
Who bound up Samson with two new to 
hand him over to Philistines? 

2. 	 To what two neighboring countries did Israel 
call for instead of the Lord? 

3. 	 When Jesus was before the Sanhedrin, many 
testified falsely against Him. Why It 
this convict Him? 

4. 	 In account of the Gospel are there no 
parables? 

5. 	 When Isaac first saw Rebekah, what was he 
doing? 

NEXT MONTH 	 ... 

and remember last month's questions? 

1. 	 What group of people in the at 
Jerusalem said that 
in the apostle Paul? 
23:9) 

2. 	 When a tax collector 
taxes, what 

7:25) 

3. 	 When Paul was 
heaven as he 
with him see the 

was 

could find no fault 
THE PHARISEES CActs 

asked Peter if Jesus 
his answer? YES ( 

struck by the light from 
went to Damascus, did those 

YES (Acts 22:9) 

4. 	 According to Isaiah 57, what do those who 
walk find as they lie in death? 
REST 

5. 	 Next to Isaiah, what Old Testament book is 
the most in the New 

WITH OUR PERMISSION 
A word of caution is given to the wise in 1 
Peter 5:8. "Be ~obek, be v{g{..f.ant; beea~e IjOUk 
advek~cvr.1j the dev{..f., a~ a koak{ng ..f.{on, wa...f.~eth 
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Tell him words, whereby he and all his 
house "-tJna..f...f. be -tJaved." 

You see, the fact that Cornelius believed in 
God, was devout, feared God, gave much alms 
the people, prayed to God always, had seen a 
VISIon from heaven, had his prayers and alms 
come up before God for a memorial, a just man 

a good report among the nation of the Jews, 
and who fasted, was not enough to save his 
soul! Nor did he meet the qualifications of a 
Christian. Therefore, he was told to send for 
Peter and Peter would tell him what else he 
needed to do. The Bible says that this man was 
"wcvr.ned nJwm God blj an ho..f.1j ange..f." that some­
thing was missing. NO! His goodness and godly 
characteristics were not enough to save him. 
If so, then why did God send the angel to warn 

, that he must send for Peter? 

, what could Peter a man of Cornelius' 
type? He told Cornelius about the Christ (Acts 
10: ). Now we can see that simply believ­
ing, being devout, fearing, giving, praying, 
seeing a vIsIon, having our prayers and alms 
come up for a memorial before God, being just, 
having a good report among our fellow man, and 
fasting will not save us. These things were 
not enough for Cornelius! Salvation involves 
obedience to Christ (II Thess. 1:7,8). 
this being so, ,just as the angel had 
said, told Cornelius about the Jesus of 
Nazareth. And when Peter finished preaching 
Christ to this good man, Peter then asked, "Can 
anlj man 60kb~ watek, that the-tJe -tJhou..f.d not be 
bapt{zed, wh{eh have keee{ved the Ho..f.1j Gho~t ~ 
we..f...f. ~ we? And he eommanded them to be bap­
t{zed {n the name 06 the LOkd" (Acts 10:47,48). 

With the closing of Acts 10 we find a statement 
about Cornelius' spiritual status. Though 
was a believing, devout, God-fearing, 

http:advek~cvr.1j
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praying, just man with a good reputation who 
fasted, and had seen a vision from heaven, he 
was still lost without Christ. He was still 
lost because he had not obeyed the gospel, nor 
had his sins been forgiven. However, when he 

done that which.Peter commanded (baptism), 
his sins were forgiven (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). 

A great truth is declared in the record 
conversion of Cornelius and many false concep­
tions and doctrines, concerning salvation, are 
put to The Bible reveals the following 
about Cornelius prior to his baptism: 

1. Believed in God (Acts 10) 
2. Was a devout man (verse 2) 
3. Feared God (verse 2) 
4. Gave much alms to the people (verse 2) 
5. Prayed to God always (verse 2) 
6. Saw a vision from heaven (verse 3) 
7. Talked with an angel of God (verse 3) 
8. 	Was told that his prayers and alms had come 

for a memorial before God (verse 4) 
9. Was a just man (verse 22) 

10. 	Was of a good report amona all the nations 
of the Jews (verse 22) 

11. Fasted (verse 30). 

Yet, with all these godly characteristics, 
Cornelius was still warned by an angel from God 
to send for Peter. But why? Peter would tell 
him what else he needed to do in order to 
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saved. And after preaching Christ, and him 
crucified, Peter commanded Cornelius to be bap­
ti There was still room for improvement! 

Friends, can you now see that simply living a 
good life, being a good and respectable person, 
and fearing God will not save you if you die 
without Christ and obedience to the gospel? 
Also, how many times have people claimed to 

been laying in bed at night and all of a 
sudden they began to have a vision from 
heaven. Many claim they were saved that very 
moment and they have been saved ever since. 
Haven't times changed? The same thing happened 
to Cornelius, yet, he was not saved. Rather, 
the angel warned him to send for Peter because 
Peter would tell him what he needed to do to be 
saved. 

How sad it is when we think of those we love 
who are of the same character as Cornelius 
before his baptism. They believe in God. They 
seem to be devout people who pray always and 
give much alms to the people of their community 
and some may even fast at certain times. Yet, 
they will be lost because they have not con­
formed to the will of our Lord (Matt. 7:21). 
But they do not understand this truth! They 
believe that honesty, morality, benevolence, 
and godly with prayer will save them. How 
sad! God sent an angel to warn Cornelius that 
there was more to it than simply being a 
person! There are "words" (Acts 11:14) 
obeyed (II Thess. 1:7,8) and we must be 
ones to "tell" (Matt. 28:19,20; Acts 10:6) 
to warn (Acts 10:22) these seemingly "good" 
people that there is room for improvement. 

MARTY LIVINGSTON 
235 Oakland Drive 
Oxford, AL 36203 
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praying, just man with a good reputation who 
fasted, and had seen a vision from heaven, he 
was still lost without Christ. He was still 
lost because he had not obeyed the gospel, nor 
had his sins been forgiven. However, when he 
had done that which.Peter commanded (baptism), 

sins were forgiven (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). 

A great truth is declared in the record of 
conversion of Cornelius and many false concep­
tions and doctrines, concerning salvation, are 
put to rest. The Bible reveals the following 
about Cornelius prior to his baptism: 

1. 	Believed in God (Acts 10) 
2. 	Was a devout man (verse 2) 
3. Feared God (verse 2) 
4. 	Gave much alms to the people (verse 2) 
5. Prayed to God always (verse 2) 
6. 	Saw a vision from heaven (verse 3) 
7. 	Talked with an angel of God (verse 3) 
8. 	Was told that his prayers and alms had come 

up for a memorial before God (verse 4) 
9. 	Was a just man (verse 22) 

10. 	 Was of a good report among all the nations 
of the Jews (verse 22) 

11. Fasted (verse 30). 

Yet, with all these godly characteristics, 
Cornelius was still warned by an angel from God 
to for Peter. But why? Peter would tell 

what else he needed do in order to be 
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saved. And preaching Christ, and him 
crucified, Peter commanded Cornelius to be bap­
tized. There was still room for improvement! 

Friends, can you now see that simply living a 
life, being a good and respectable person, 

fearing God will not save you if you die 
without Christ and obedience to the gospel? 
Also, how many times have people claimed to 
have been laying in bed night and all of a 
sudden they began to have a VISIon from 
heaven. Many claim they were saved that very 
moment and they have been saved ever since. 
Haven't times changed? The same thing happened 
to Cornelius, yet, he was not saved. Rather, 
the angel warned him to send for Peter because 
Peter would tell him what he needed to do to 
saved. 

How sad it when we think of those we love 
who are of the same character as Cornelius 
before his baptism. They believe in God. They 
seem to be devout people who pray always and 

much alms to the people of their community 
and some may even fast at certain times. Yet, 
they will be lost because they have not con­
formed to the will of our Lord (Matt. 7:21). 

they do not understand this truth! They 
believe that honesty, morality, benevolence, 
and godly fear with prayer will save them. How 
sad! God sent an angel to warn Cornelius that 
there was more to it than simply being a good 
person! There are "words" (Acts 11:14) to be 
obeyed (II Thess. 1:7,8) and we must be the 
ones to "tell" (Matt. 28:19,20; Acts 10:6) 
to warn (Acts 10: ) these seemingly "good" 
people that there is room for improvement. 

.MARTY LIVINGSTON 
235 Oakland Drive 
Oxford, AL 36203 
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SEARCH E SCRIPTURES! 
1 . 	 Who bound up Samson wi th two new ropes to 

hand him over to the Philistines? 

2. 	 To what two neighboring countries did Israel 
call for help instead of the Lord? 

3. 	 When Jesus was before the Sanhedrin, many 
testified falsely against Him. Whv 't 
this convict Him? 

4. 	 In which account of the Gospel are there no 
parables? 

5. 	 When Isaac first saw Rebekah, what was he 
doing? 

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH 

and remember last month's questions? 

1. 	 What group of people in the council at 
Jerusalem said that they could find no fault 
in the apostle Paul? THE PHARISEES 
23:9) 

2. 	 When a tax collector asked Peter if Jesus 
taxes, what was his answer? YES 

17: ) 
3. 	 When Paul was struck by the light from 

heaven as he went to Damascus, did those 
with him see the YES (Acts 22:9 

4. 	 According to Isaiah ,what do who 
walk uprightly find as they lie in death? 
REST (Isa. 57:2) 

5. 	 Next to Isaiah, what Old Testament book is 
most in the New Testament? 

WITH OUR PERMISSI 
A word of caution given to the wise in 1 
Peter 5:8. "Be tiobell., be v~g~i.ant; becau4e yoU/[. 
advell.tiall.Y the dev~i., ati a Il.oall.~ng i.~on, wai.keth 
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type. Tell him words, whereby he and all 
house "tihai.i. be tiaved." 

You see, the fact that Cornelius believed in 
God, was devout, feared God, gave much alms 
the people, prayed to God always, had seen a 
VISIon from heaven, had his prayers and alms 
come up before God for a memorial, a just man 
of a good report among the nation of the Jews, 
and who fasted, was not enough to save his 
soul! Nor did he meet the qualifications of a 
Christian. Therefore, he was told to send for 
Peter and Peter would tell him what he 
needed to do. The Bible says that this man was 
"wall. ned nll.om God by an hoi.y angei." that some­
thing was missing. NO! His goodness and 
characteristics were not enough to save 
If so, then why did God send the angel to warn 

, that he must 	~end for 

Well, what could Peter tell a man of Cornelius' 
type? He told Cornelius about the Christ (Acts 
10:34-43). Now we can see that simply believ­

being devout, fearing, giving, praying, 
seeIng a VISIon, having our prayers and alms 
come up for a memorial before God, being just 
having a good report among our fellow man, 
fasting will not save us. things were 
not enough Cornelius! Salvation involves 
obedience to Christ (II Thess. 1:7,8). With 
this being so, Peter, just as the angel had 
said, told Cornelius about the Jesus of 
Nazareth. And when Peter finished preaching 
Christ to this good man, Peter then asked, "Can 
any man 6oll.b~d watell., that thetie tihouid not be 
bapt~zed, wh~ch have Il.ece~ved the Hoi.y Ghotit ati 
wei.i. a;6 we? And he commanded them to be bap­
t~zed ~n the name 06 the LOll.d" (Acts 10:47,48). 

With closing Acts 10 we find a statement 
about Cornelius' spiritual status. Though he 
was a believing, devout, God-fearing, giving, 
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Is there any room for improvement? Yes. You 
see, Co"rnelius is NOT a Christian. "What?! 
You mean this man who is devout, God-fearing, a 
giver, prayer, faster, just, of a good repu­
tation, who has seen a vision from heaven, and 
whose prayers and alms have come up before God, 
is not a Christian?" That is exactly what I 
mean. Many religious bodies would consider 
Cornelius a Christian based on his character. 
In fact, he has done that which many teach one 
must do in order to be saved, that is, he 
believes and has prayed. Yet, the Bible has 
said nothing of Cornelius' spiritual status. 

Evidently, the godly characteristics which 
Cornelius possessed were not enough to save his 
soul. According to the Bible, the angel told 
this believing, devout, God-fearing, giving, 
praying, fasting, just man of a good reputa­
tion, that he needed to send for Peter. In 
fact, the Bible says Cornelius was actually 
"waJr.ne.d nJr.om God blj an hol.lj ange.l. to .-!le.nd" for 
Peter (Acts 10:22). But why? The angel says 
to Cornelius, "He. (Peter) .-!lhal.l. te.l.l. the.e. what 
thou oughte..-!lt to do" (Acts 10:6). This 
statement indicates to us that Cornelius lacked 
in some area. Something was missing in his 
life. There was room for improvement. 

The question before us at this time is: What 
can you tell a man whom the Bible teaches is a 
believing, devout, God-fearing, giving, always 
praying, fasting, just man with a good reputa­
tion who has seen a vision from heaven, and 
whose prayers and alms have come before God? 
Acts 11 offers another account of what happened 
to Cornelius. Here, the angel tells Cornelius 
to ".-!le.nd me.n to Joppa, and c.al.l. nOJr. Shnon, 
who.-!le. .-!luJr.name. -i..-!l Pe.te.Jr.; who .-!lhal.l. te.l.l. the.e. 
wOJr.d/.l, whe.Jr.e.blj thou and al.l. thlj hoU.-!le. .-!lhal.l. be. 
.-!lave.d" (vs. 13 & 14). This is exactly what you 
can tell a man of Cornelius' character or 
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about, .6e.e.k-i.ng whom he. malj de.voUJr.." The adver­
sary of every Christian is the devil. He is an 
enemy to watch because he can strike suddenly 
and fiercely and from out of nowhere. Like a 
hungry lion roaming the jungle, the devil is 
constantly in search of easy prey. But he can 
devour only those who let him! 

The key word in 1 Peter 5:8 is "may." It seems 
that the scholars of the King James Version 
introduced this word in the verse since all of 
the other major versions omit the word "may." 
But Strong's Concordance shows it coming from 
the Greek word "dunamai." Consequently, the 
KJV does bring out an interesting thought for 
consideration. 

In English class we learned the difference 
between using "may" and "can." Both are used 
to express possibility. CAN is used when 
referring to the simple ability to do some 
thing while MAY is used when politely asking 
for permission. Thus, we note that there is a 
variation in meaning between "whom he can 
devour" and "whom he may devour." Quite often 
we read the text verse with the idea that Satan 
will pick on whomever he chooses. However, the 
devil cannot "de.voU'l." anybody anytime he wants 
but only when given the proper permission: 
"whom he. may de.vouJr.." 

The point, then, is that we each have control 
of the influence that Satan may have over us. 
He cannot "de.voUJr." us if we determine other­
wise. Another verse which supports this idea 
is in James 4:7. "Subm-i.t ljoUJr..-!le.l.ve..-!l the.Jr.e.nOJr.e. 
to God. Re..-!l-L/.lt the. de.v-i.l., and he. w-i.l.l. nl.e.e. 
nJr.om Ijou." By refusing to give in to the 
devil, he WILL go away! Note that Christ did 
not permit Satan to win Him over in Matthew 4. 
The only way that the devil can overtake us is 
if we allow him. In other words, he cannot 
overcome us except with our permission! 

RAY 

http:ljoUJr..-!le.l.ve
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CORNELIUS 
What .about Cornelius? Well, the Bible says he 
was a devout or godly man who feared God, gave 

alms to the people, prayed to God always, 
a just man of good report among all the nation 
of the Jews, and he fasted (Acts 10). WOW! 
What a man! Do they come any better? Is there 
any room for improvement? 

The Bible further reveals that Cornelius, this 
devout, fearing, giving, praying, fasting, just 
man with a good reputation, had a vision from 
heaven (Acts 10:3-6). An angel of God appeared 
to tell him that his prayers and alms had "c.ome 
up 601r. a memOlr.i.a£ be601r.e God." WOW! What a 
man! God has actually spoken to him through 
one of his angels. Cornelius must be a special 
person. He must be a Christian. 
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