
GOSPEL MEETINGS 

Dates Place Speaker 
Sept. Rich Hill Church James McDonald 

3-8 near Liberty, KY (Woodbury, TN) 

Sept. cal< Grove Church Sam Dick 
17-22 near Liberty, KY (Cave City, KY) 

Sept. 30 Athens Church James McDonald 
Oct. 6 near Liberty, KY (Woodbury, TN) 

~~~~~~nnn~~~888886~88~~668 

OTHERS 
Lord, let me live from day to day 
In such a self-forgetful way, 
That, even when I kneel to pray, 
My prayer shall be for Others. 

Help me, in all the work I do, 
Ever to be sincere and true, 

that all I'd do for Thee, 
Must needs be done for Others. 

Let "self" be crucified and slain, 

And buried deep, nor rise again; 

And may all efforts be in vain, 

Unless they be for Others. 


And when my work on earth is done, 

And my new work in heaven 

May I forget the crown I've won, 

While thinking still, of Others. 


Yes, Others, Lord, yes, Others. 

Let this my motto be; 

Help me to live for Others, 

That I may live with Thee. 


--Selected-

lrIHIIE 


"The harvest truly i.S great, but the laborers are few: pray 
ye ther"etore the Lord ot the harvest, that he would send 

torth laborers into his harvest:' [Luke 10:2J 
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DID GOD CREATE EVIL? 
accurate record of creation informs us 

that, "In the. be.g.inn.ing God c/{e.ate.d the. he.ave.n 
and the. e.aJrth" (Gen. 1:1). Of the events which 
occurred during five of the six creative days 
it was said, "and .it /.00..6 .60" (vs. 7, 9, ll, 15, 
24, 30). Of five of those creative days it was 
also said, "and God .6aw••• that .it /.00..6 good"
(vs. 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25). But at the 
conclusion of those six days it was said 
an added word of emphasis, "And God .6aw e.ve.Jrtj 
thing that he. had made., and, be.hotd it wa.6 ve. Y
good" (v. 31). God made no mistake. He rnaae 
every being and every thing as it should have 
been. He did not create sin and evil. 
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God did recognize, however, the presence of a 
force contrary to truth, good, and right. This 

clearly evident in the ninth verse of the 
second chapter, "And out 0.0 the gJtound made the 
LoJtd God to gJtow..• the tJtee 0.0 the know~edge 0.0 
good and ev-u'." In this passage there not 
the slightest hint that ~od created evil, but 
rather that He recognized a distinction between 
good and evil. Evil is contrary to the very 
essence of God. Although God is not limited or 
restricted in accomplishing that which is 
proper and right ("w~th God ~~ thlngJ.:; aJte 
pOJ.:;Mb~e" [Luke 19:26J), it would be contrary 
to His very nature to bring into being such a 
condition as evil ("God .• •cannot ~~e" [Titus 
1:2J, for example). 

"To know good and ev-u''' (Gen. 3:22) and to have 
made the wrong choice (Gen. 3:6, ll) resulted 
in man suffering the consequence of evil. This 
was unquestionably learned by Cain as recorded 

Genesis 4:7, "1.0 thou doeJ.:;t we~~, J.:;ha~t thou 
not be accepted? and ~.o thou dOeJ.:Jt not we~~, 
J.:;~n ~~eth at the doOle.." Cain suffered 
consequence of his sin because he did that 

was evil, not because God created evil. 

But what about Isaiah 45:7 and Amos 3:6? As 
the Bible is a record of six thousand years 
history encompassing numerous languages, social 
customs, and cultural changes during that long 
period, some Biblical expressions are under
standably in need of explanation. "The J.:;un 
J.:;tood J.:;til~" of Joshua 10:12, for instance, is 

scientifically correct, but it is used as. 
we today speak about the sun rising or set
ting. We know scientifically that the earth 
revolves around the sun, but even in view of 
our present day knowledge we continue to use 
expressions which describe what the sun appears 
to do. 
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Notice also that it will never be taken 
from her which is what makes God's Word "that 
good part." The conclusion is obvious then. 
Spiritual matters should always take precedence 
over material matters! This is the same 
Jesus made in Matthew 16:26. "FoJt what ~J.:; a man 
PJto.o~ted, ~.o he J.:;ha~~ ga~ the who~e woJt~d, and 
~oJ.:;e h~ own J.:;o~? Ole. what J.:;h~~ a man g~ve ~n 
exchange .ooJt h~ J.:;ou~?" 

Perhaps the biggest reason why folks miss church 
services because they have placed a higher 
priority on certain material things over the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God. Yet 
the Bible teaches us to "J.:;eek. Ije .o~J.:;t the 
k~ngdom 0.0 God, and h~ Jt~ghteou,.6neJ.:JJ.:; /I ( Matt • 
6:33). The church and its work must have top 
priority in the life of a Christian. If the 
church was precious enough that it was bought 
with the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28), then we 
must act accordingly. 

how many times have we missed services 
because there was a ball game going on? or a 
special show on television? or we worked so 
in the garden one day that we were too tired to 
go to the gospel meeting that night? Where are 
our priorities when we use excuses like that? 
Sometimes friends drop in at the house and we 
feel compelled to entertain them. So, we miss 
church on that account. But how is this 
different from the story about Martha and Mary? 
We can either tend to the guests, like Martha, 
and later complain to everyone what a great 
burden we had. Or we can choose "that good part" 
like Mary, and go to church to hear the Word of 

and gain something that will never be taken 
away from us. It simply a matter of placing 
our priorities in the right order. What is at 
the top of our list the next time the 
doors open? 

RAY 
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IT IS HARD 
To forget 
To apologize 
To save money 
To be unselfish 
To avoid mistakes 
To keep out of a rut 
To begin allover again 
To make the best of all things 
To keep your temper at all times 
To thihk first and act afterwards 
To maintain a high standard 
To keep on keeping on 
To shoulder blame 
To be charitable 
To admit error 
To take advice 
To forgive 

But it pays! 

AS THE MANNER OF SOME IS 
(A Series to Promote Church Attendance) 

In chapter 10 of his account of the gospel, Luke 
records the visit of Jesus into the house of two 
sisters. While Martha was busy tending to the 
guests, Mary "-6at at Je-6U-6' 6eet, and he.altd h~ 
wOIld." This troubled Martha because later she 
complained about getting no help out of Mary. 
Jesus simply answered, "Malt'd hath eho-6en that 
good paltt, wh~eh -6hall not be taken aoou'd 6ltom 
helt. " 

This episode is definitely a lesson concerning 
priorities. Martha was not wrong in taking care 
of the guests. Neither was Mary wrong in 
neglecting to help her sister. Their only 
difference was their priority. Mary chose "that 
good part", that beIng the word of the Lord. 
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This same type understanding permits us to 
comprehend the beautiful thoughts expressed in 
the two passages in question. 

"1 601lm the .f...i..ght, and c..Ir..eate daltkne,6,6: I make 
peaee, and elteate ev~l: I the Loltd do all 
thUle th~ng-6" (Isaiah 45: 7) . 

"Shall a tlr..umpet be blown ~n the e~t'd, and the 
people not be a6Ita~d? -6hall thelte be ev~l ~n a 
e~i'd, and the LOIld hath not done ~t?" (Amos
3:6). 

The thought conveyed by the word "create" is 
that of bringing into being that which did not 
previously exist. This can and readily does 
relate to the beginning of material things as 
we know them and as they are spoken of in 
Genesis 1 and 2. But this expression also 
conveys the thought of bringing about a 
condition which did not previously exist. One 
might spank a naughty child and be accused by 
the child of hurting him. While it is true 
that you did inflict hurt on the child and thus 
"create" an unpleasant condition, the child 
brought upon himself the need for discipline 
(Hebrews 12:5-11). This describes a condition 
which results from improper conduct and which 
warrants what seems to the child to be an evil 
consequence. This is the way in which the word 
"create" is used in Isaiah 45:7 and Amos 3:6. 

A most appropriate example of this type expres
sion is found in 1 Kings 18:17-18. Ahab, the 
wicked king of Israel, had suffered ~ith Israel 
a terrible drought which continued for three 
years and six months. This drought was justly 
brought about by God because of the sin of Ahab 
and the people of Israel. When God finally saw 
fit to bring the calamity to an end, He sent 
Elijah to appear before Ahab. Upon seeing 
Elijah, King Ahab, continuing to display his 



4 


THE HARVESTER is a monthly publication 
mailed free of charge to anyone who 
wishes to receive it. Please submit 
name, address, and all correspondence 
to: Ray McManus 

3265 Fowlers Ferry Rd 
Gadsden, AL 35901 
Ph. 	 (205) 442-4181 

old rebellious attitude, said to Elijah, "M.. t 
thou he that ~oubleth I~kael?~ Elijah had not 
troubled Israel, but Ahab had through his sin 
and rebellion. Ahab blamed the trouble on 
Elijah, for Elijah had been the spokesman for 
God. Elijah correctly responded, "1 have not 
~oubled I~ael; but thou, and thy 6athek'~ 
ho~e, ~n that ye have 60k~aken the command
menU 06 the LMd, and thou hMt 60llowed 
Ba.al~." 

To suffer the just consequence of sin or poor 
judgement might well result in a condition 
which we consider evil, for it brings upon us 
an undesirable and hurtful circumstance. Only 
in the sense that God might well have allowed 
it or even brought it about as a punishment, 
can it be said that God was involved in evil. 
Even then, God can not correctly be said to 
have created evil as a force or nature; it is 
merely that the consequence, even though just, 
is unpleasant to the one receiving it. I never 
did meet a boy who enjoyed a spanking. A 
spanking always appears to be evil to the one 
receiving it! 

HARRY COBB 
Box 75 

Wedowee, AL 36278 

IX:> you see difficulties in every optX)rtunity or 
opportunities in every diffiGUlty? 
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SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES! 
1. 	 According to the book of Esther, what was 

the name of the queen who displeased King 
Ahasuerus? 

2. 	 When men false testimony about Jesus 
before the Sanhedrin, what answer did He 
give? 

3. 	 In the book of Revelation, after the fourth 
angel sounded his trumpet how much of the 
sun and moon and stars were smitten? 

4. 	 What book was written to Christians 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia? 

5. 	 Which two tribes jointly asked Joshua for 
more land because they were numerous? 

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH 

and remember last month's questions? 

1. 	 Which one of Jacob's sons did he foretell 
would have red with wine and teeth 
white with milk? JUDAH (Gen. 49:12) 

2. 	 The Lord said to Jeremiah that He knew him 
before what stage of his life? BEFORE HE 
WAS FORMED (Jer. 1:5) 

3. 	 In Corinthians God promises to not allow 
temptation to overtake us. What will he 
provide? A WAY OF ESCAPE (1 Cor. 10:13) 

4. 	 When two disciples were walking to Emmaus 
in Luke 24, what were they discussing? THE 
EVENTS OF THE RESURRECTION (Luke 24:13-24) 

5. 	 According to Proverbs, you should listen to 
your father's instruction and do what to 
your mother's teachings? NOT FORSAKE IT 
(Provo 1:8) 
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old rebellious attitude, said to Elijah, "Akt 
thou he that tkoub£eth I~kae£?~ Elijah had not 
troubled Israel, but Ahab had through his sin 
and rebellion. Ahab blamed the trouble on 
Elijah, for Elijah had been the spokesman for 
God. Elijah correctly responded, "I have not 
tkoub£ed I~kae£; but thou, and thy 6athek'~ 
ho~e, ~n that ~e have 60k~a~en the command
men~ 06 the LOkd, and thou h~t 60££owed 
8aa£i.m." 

To suffer the just consequence of sin or poor 
judgement might well result in a condition 
which we consider evil, for it brings upon us 
an undesirable and hurtful circumstance. Only 
in the sense that God might well have allowed 
it or even brought it about as a punishment, 
can it be said that God was involved in evil. 
Even then, God can not correctly be said to 
have created evil as a force or nature; it is 
merely that the consequence, even though just, 
is unpleasant to the one receiving it. I never 
did meet a boy who enjoyed a spanking. A 
spanking always appears to be evil to the one 
receiving it! 

HARRY COBB 
Box 75 

Wedowee, AL 36278 

Do you see difficulties in every opportunity or 
opportunities in every difficulty? 
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SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES! 
1. 	 According to the book of Esther, what was 

the name of the queen who displeased King 
Ahasuerus? 

2. 	 When men gave false testimony about Jesus 
before the Sanhedrin, what answer did He 
give? 

3. 	 In the book of Revelation, after the fourth 
angel sounded his trumpet how much of the 
sun and moon and stars were smitten? 

4. 	 What book was written to Christians in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia? 

5. 	 Which two tribes jointly asked Joshua for 
more land because they were numerous? 

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH 

and remember last month's questions? 

1. 	 Which one of Jacob's sons did he foretell 
would have eyes red with wine and teeth 
white with milk? JUDAH (Gen. 49:12) 

2. 	 The Lord said to Jeremiah that He knew him 
before what stage of his life? BEFORE HE 
WAS FORMED (Jer. 1:5) 

3. 	 In Corinthians God promises to not allow 
temptation to overtake us. What will he 
provide? A WAY OF ESCAPE (1 Cor. 10:13) 

4. 	 When two disciples were walking to Emmaus 
in Luke 24, what were they discussing? THE 
EVENTS OF THE RESURRECTION (Luke 24:13-24) 

5. 	 According to Proverbs, you should listen to 
your father's instruction and do what to 
your mother's teachings? NOT FORSAKE IT 
(Prov. 1:8) 
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IT IS HARD 
To forget 
To apologize 
To save money 
To be unselfish 
To avoid mistakes 
To keep out of a rut 
To begin allover again 
To make the best of all things 
To keep your temper at all times 
To thihk first and act afterwards 
To maintain a high standard 
To keep on keeping on 
To shoulder blame 
To be charitable 
To admit error 
To take advice 
To forgive 

But it paysl 

AS THE MANNER OF SOME IS 
(A Series to Promote Church Attendance) 

In chapter 10 of his account of the gospel, Luke 
records the visit of Jesus into the house of two 
sisters. While Martha was busy tending to the 
guests, Mary ".6at at Je.6U.6' neet, and heaJr.d h~ 
wOltd." This troubled Martha because later she 
complained about getting no help out of Mary. 
Jesus simply answered, "MaJr.1j hath eho.6en that 
good paJr.t, wh~eh .6ha££ not be taken awttlj nJr.om 
heir. • " 

This episode is definitely a lesson concerning 
priorities. Martha was not wrong in taking care 
of the guests. Neither was Mary wrong in 
neglecting to help her sister. Their only 
difference was their priority. Mary chose "that 
good part", that betng the word of the Lord. 
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This same type understanding permits us to 
comprehend the beautiful thoughts expressed in 
the two passages in question. 

"I nOltm the .fi..ght, and CJleate daJr.knUl.6: I make 
peaee, and eJr.eate ev~£: I the LOJr.d do a££ 
thUle th~ng.6" (Isaiah 45:7). 

"Sha££ a tJr.umpet be b£own ~n the e~tlj, and the 
peop£e not be anJr.a~d? .6ha££ theJr.e be ev~£ ~n a 
e~t!j, and the LOItd hath not done ~t?" (Amos
3:6). 

The thought conveyed by the word "create" is 
that of bringing into being that which did not 
previously exist. This can and readily does 
relate to the beginning of material things as 
we know them and as they are spoken of in 
Genesis 1 and 2. But this expression also 
conveys the thought of bringing about a 
condition which did not previously exist. One 
might spank a naughty child and be accused by 
the child of hurting him. While it is true 
that you did inflict hurt on the child and thus 
"create" an unpleasant condition, the child 
brought upon himself the need for discipline 
(Hebrews 12:5-11). This describes a condition 
which results from improper conduct and which 
warrants what seems to the child to be an evil 
consequence. This is the way in which the word 
"create" is used in Isaiah 45:7 and Amos 3:6. 

A most appropriate example of this type expres
sion is found in 1 Kings 18:17-18. Ahab, the 
wicked king of Israel, had suffered with Israel 
a terrible drought which continued for three 
years and six months. This drought was justly 
brought about by God because of the sin of Ahab 
and the people of Israel. When God finally saw 
fit to bring the calamity to an end, He sent 
Elijah to appear before Ahab. Upon seeing 
Elijah, King Ahab, continuing to display his 
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God did recognize, however, the presence of a 
force contrary to truth, good, and right. This 
is clearly evident in the ninth verse of the 
second chapter, "And out on the gJtound made the 
LoJtd God to gJtow••• the tJtee on the knowledge on 
good and evil." In this passage there is not 
the slightest hint that 90d created evil, but 
rather' that 'He recognized a distinction between 
good and evil~ Evil is contrary to the very 
essence of God. Although God is not limited or 
restricted in accomplishing that which is 
proper and right ("wJ..th God all thJ..ng.6 aJte 
p0.6.6J..ble" [Luke 19:26]), it would be contrary 
to' His very nature to bring into being such a 
condition as evil ("God ••• cannot lJ..e" [Titus 
1:2], for example). 

"To know good and evil" (Gen. 3:22) and to have 
made the wrong choice (Gen. 3:6, 11) resulted 
inman suffering the consequence of evil. This 
was unquestionably learned by Cain as recorded 

Genesis 4:7, "In thou dout well, .6halt thou 
not be accepted? and J..n thou dout not well, 
.6J..n lJ..eth at the doOJt." Cain suffered the 
consequence of his sin because he did that 
which was evil, not because God created evil. 

But what about Isaiah 45:7 and Amos 3:6? As 
the Bible is a record of six thousand years of 
history encompassing numerous languages, social 
customs, and cultural changes during that long 
period, some Biblical expressions are under
standably in need of explanation. "The .6un 
.6tood .6till" of Joshua 10:12, for instance, is 
not scientifically correct, but it is used as 
we today speak about the sun rising or set
ting. We know scientifically that the earth 
revolves around the sun, but even in view of 
our present day knowledge we continue to use 
expressions which describe what the sun appears 

do. 
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Notice also that it will never be taken away 
from her which is what makes God's Word "that 
good part." The conclusion is obvious then. 
Spiritual matters should always take precedence 
over material matters! This the same point 
Jesus made in Matthew 16:26. "FOJt what J...6 a man 
pJta nJ..ted, J..n he .6hall gaJ..n the whole woJtld, and 
lO.6e hJ...6 own .6oui? oJt what .6hall a man gJ..ve. J..n 
exchange. noJt hJ...6 .6oui?" 

Perhaps the biggest reason why folks miss 
services is because they have placed a higher 
priority on certain material things over the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God. Yet 
the Bible teaches us to ".6eek ye nJ..Jt.6t the 
kJ..ngdom on God, and hJ...6 JtJ..ghteoU.6nu.6"(
6:33). The church and its work must have top 
priority in the life of a Christian. If the 
church was. precious enough that it was bought 
with the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28), then we 
must act accordingly. 

how many times have we missed services 
because there was a ball game going on? or a 
special show on television? or we worked so hard 
in the garden one day that we were too tired to 
go to the gospel meeting that night? Where are 
our priorities when we use excuses like that? 
Sometimes friends drop in at the house and we 
feel compelled to entertain them. So, we miss 
church on that account. But how 
different from the story about Martha and Mary? 

can either tend to the guests, like Martha, 
and later complain to everyone what a great 
burden we had. Or we can choose IIthat good part" 
like Mary, and go to church to hear the Word of 
God and gain something that will never be taken 

from us. It is simply a matter of placing 
our priorities in the right order. What is at 
the top of our list the next time the church 
doors open? 

RAY 



GOSPEL MEETINGS 
Dates Place Speaker 
Sept. Rich Hill Church James McDonald 

3-8 near Liberty, KY (Woodbury, TN) 

Sept. oak Grove Church Sam Dick 
17-22 near Liberty, KY (Cave City, KY) 
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OTHERS 
Lord, let me live from day to day 

In such a self-forgetful way, 

That, even when I kneel to pray, 

My prayer shall be for Others. 


Help me, in all the work I 
Ever to be sincere and true, 

that all I'd do for Thee, 
Must needs be done for Others. 

Let "self" be crucified and slain, 
And buried deep, nor rise again; 
And may all efforts be in vain, 
Unless they be for Others. 

And when my work on earth done, 
And my new work in heaven begun 
May I forget the crown I've won, 
While thinking still, of Others. 

Yes, Others, Lord, yes, Others. 

Let this my motto be; 

Help me to live for Others, 

That I may live with Thee. 


--Selected-
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"The t'larvl!"st truly i.s great, but the lal:>orers are few! pray 
ye therefore the lord of the t'larvest, tt'lat t'll!" would send 

fortt'l laborers into his t'larvest!' [Luke 10!2] 
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DID GOD CREATE EVIL? 
accurate record of creation informs us 

that, "In the beg-i.nn-i.ng God C/teated the heaven 
and the eallth" (Gen. 1:1). Of the events which 
occurred during five of the six creative days 
it was said, "and -i.t 1AXt..6 ..60" (vs. 7, 9, 11, 15, 
24, 30). Of five of those creative days it was 
also said, "and God ..6aw.•• that -i.t IAXt..6 good"
(vs. 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25). But at 
conclusion of those six days it was said 
an added word of emphasis, "And God ..6aw eveJtfj 
th-i.ng that he had made, and, behold -i.t IAXt..6 veJty
qood" (v. ). God made no mistake. He made 
every being and every thing as it should have 
been. He did not create sin and evil. 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
1120 Sun Hill Road 
THE HARVESTER 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Birmingham, ALBirmingham, AL 35215 
PERMIT No. 4624 

http:beg-i.nn-i.ng

