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"Therefore aaid he unto them, The harvest truly s great, but the
{aborers ane few: pray ye therefore the Load of the harvest, that
he would send forth faborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2)
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NOT FAR FROM THE KINGDOM

"And one of the scrdibes came, and having heard
them rneasoning together, and percediving that he
had answered them welf, asked him, Which is the
finst  commandment of all? And Jesus answered
him, The §inst of all the commandments is,
Hear, O 1I1snael; The Lord our God is one Lord:
and thou shaft ZLove the Lord thy God with atl
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with atl
thy mind, and with all thy strength: 2Lthis 4is
the {inst commandment. And the second s Like,
namely this, Thou shaft {Love thy nelghbor as
thysels. There {8 none other commandment
greaten than <these. And the scrdibe sadld unto
him, Welf, Master, zthou hast said the truth:
don  there s one God; and there is none other
but he: And to Love him with allf the heant,
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and with aff the understanding, and with alk
the soul, and with all 2zthe strength, and %o
Love his nedighbor as himseff, s more than all
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. And when
Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he sadld
unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom o4
God..."(Mark 12:28-34)

Many of us have close friends who are not yet
members of the body of Christ. Some of these
friends may truly believe in Jesus but hesitate
to "nepent and be baptized"(Acts 2:38). Others
may be strongly influenced by "traditions of
men" or sectarian groups. Nevertheless, all of
these '"potential" members could use our help.
Just like the scribe mentioned above, they are
"not far from the kingdom of God."

It may not take much to convert such a one.
Some people need to hear just the slightest bit
of Truth; some need just one word of encourage-
ment; and others need just an ounce of concern
before they can become a Christian. Who knows
how many people out in the world are just a
step away fram obeying the gospel and we could
be that final, motivated thrust needed for con-
version? Who knows?

So what are we doing for those who are "not fax
from the kingdom of God"? Are we setting good
examples?  "Ye are the salt of the earth: but
{4 the sakt have KLost his savor, wherewith
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good foxr
nothing, but 2o be cast out, and Lo be trodden
unden foot of men. Ye anre the Light of the
wordd. A cdty that is set on a hilf cannot be
hid.  Nedither do men Light a candle, and put it
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and %
gliveth ALight unto aklf that are in the house.
Let youn AKHight »s0 shine before men, that they
may Aee your good works, and glorify your
Fathen which is in heaven."(Matt. 5:13-16) One
bad example from me could be enough to convince
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others not to be "just like me" and thus, not
desire to become a member of the Lord's church.

Are we building up our neighbor's faith? "We
then that are strong ought to bear the infinmi-
ties of the weak, and not to please oursefves.
Let every one of us please his neighbor for hia
good to edifdication. For even Christ pleased
not himselg;..."(Rom. 15:1-3) We should spend
the time it takes to edify our neighbor to the
point that he will want to obey the gospel.

And are we preaching that gospel? "I chaxge
thee thenrefore before God, and the Lord Jesus
Chniat, who shalf judge the quick and the dead
at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the
word; be 4instant 4in season, out of season;
reprove, nebuke, exhort with all fLong-suffering
and doctrine. For the time wilf come when Zthey
will not endure sound doctrine; but after their
own ZLusts shall they heap to themsefves teach-
ers, having AfLching ears; And they shalf turn
away thein ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables."(2 Tim. 4:1-4) If we will
continue to plant the seed (Word of God) and
constantly water it, the tord will take care of
the increase (1 Cor. 3:6).

Sincerely, what are we doing toward helping our
fellown man? Do we really take time out to aid
the "spiritually sick" and lost friends around
us? It would be so sad to see a loved one on
the Judgment Day, standing "not far grom the
kingdom of God".

RAY
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Have you missed an issue of THE HARVESTER?
Or would you like some extra copies? Just
let me know and I will send them as soon

as possible. (The editor)
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THE HARVESTER is a monthly publication
mailed free of charge to anyone who
wishes to receive it. Please submit
name, address, and all correspondence
to: Ray McManus

1735 Eastridge Drive

Birmingham, AL 35235

Ph. (205} 854-56423

FROM THE SCRIPTURES ...
ABOUT EMPLOYEES

Thou shaft not defraud thy nedighbor, neithex
rob  him:  the wages of him that is hired shafl
not abide with thee all night until the morn-
ing.(Lev. 19:13)

1t shalf not seem harnd unto thee, when thou
sendest him away gree from thee; for he hath
been worth a double hined servant to thee, 4An
serving thee adix years; and the Lord thy God
shatl bleass thee in all that thou doest.(Deut.
15:18)

Thou ahalt not oppress an hined servant that
44 poor and needy, whether he be of thy breth-
ren, or cof thy strangers that are 4in thy Land
within thy gates: At his day thou shalt give
him his hine, neither shalf the sun go down
upon ALt; hor he La poorn, and setteth his hearnt
upon 4Lt: Lest he cry against thee unto the
Lord, and it be ain unto thee.(Deut. 24:14,15)

The workman 4is worthy of his meat.(Matt.
10:10)

The ALabourer 4is wonthy of his hire.(Luke
10:7)

Now 2o him zthat wonketh is the neward not
reckoned o4 grace, but of debt.(Rom. 4:4)

For the acripture saith, Thou shalt not muz-
zle the ox that treadeth out the conn.  And,
The JLabourer 4is worthy of his reward.(l Tim.
5:18)
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AS THE MANNER OF SOME IS

(A Series to Promote Church Attendance)

The devil sure works in a crafty manner. On
Sunday morning you wake up with a headache.
It's not a terrible one but uncomfortable
enough to make you miss the communion service.
Later that afternoon your back acts up and it
forces you to cancel vyour plans to attend
the night services. You simply don't feel
you can make it. Then come Monday morning,
your whole body 1is healed and you're able to
make it to work with a smile on your face.
Isn't it amazing? Or is it?

Do we really try to go to church like we
should? Or are we looking for any excuse to
get out of going? It takes great dedication to
show up at our Jjob every day on time and to
garn our pay for that week. Yet, if we spent as
much effort on getting to work as we do in
going to church services, we would all be
fired! That would be true for too many of us.

On the Job we are docked a certain amount of
pay 1if we punch the timeclock 5 minutes late.
Knowing this, we make it a point to start early
enough to get to work on time. Tardiness is no
problem with us when it deals directly with our
paychecks! Now, if it were possible to similar-
ly dock people in a spiritual sense, would this
cure the stragglers who always wander in the
building ten minutes late? How does your time-
card read lately?

Maybe if we were paid by the hour to attend
services, more people would come and stay
longer. It certainly works 1in the field of
labor. In fact, when folks are paid hourly,
they usually request overtime work, Would it
not be wonderful to see members desiring to
spend more time with fellow Christians in wor-
shipping God? But God does not want to have to
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pay us to come to His house. What kind of
people would show up? It would be hard to tell
if members were coming for the money or because
they truly loved Him, although God would know
for sure.

Out of 168 hours in a week, we usually spend 40
of those on our job. At the most, we may aver-
age 4 hours in church. Are we really using our
time wisely, "Redeeming the time, because the
days are evif"(Eph. 5:16)? Some of us care
more about our Jjobs than about the Lord who
gave us that Jjob 1in the first place. Sadly
enough, it is very evident today where our
hearts truly are just by looking at the effort
we put in going to church. "For where your
treasune 4is, there will youwr heart be also.”
(Matt. 6:21)

RAY
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Look for the way-marks as you journey on,

Look for the way-marks, passing one by one;

Down through the ages, past the kingdoms, four,--
Where are we standing? Look the way-marks o'er.

First, Babylonia's kingdom ruled the world,
Then Medo-Persia's banners were unfurled;

And after Greece held universal sway,

Rome seized the scepter--where are we to-day?

Down in the feet of iron and of clay,
Weak and divided, soon to pass away;
What will the next great, glorious drama be?
Christ and his coming, and eternity.

Author Unknown
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Some people give and forgive; others get
and forget.
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GOSPEL MEETINGS

[continued from Page 8 |

Dates Place & Time
June Marrowbone, KY
16-22 7:30 pm (EST)
June Mt. Carmel Church
2227 Woodland, AL
June East Lake Church
23-27 Birmingham, AL
(M-F) 7:30 each evening
June Purcell, CK
23-29 7:30 pm (CST)
June Red Hill Church
22-28 Woodbury, TN
(Su-Sa) 7:00 pm (CST)
June Fairview Church
2729 Oxford, AL
(F-Su) 7:00pm Fri & Sat
10:45am & 6:00pm Sun
July West Broad Street
6-11 Wedowee, AL
(Su-F) (10:30am Sun.) 7:30pm
July Athens Church
6-12 near Liberty, KY
July West Gadsden Church
11-13 Gadsden, AL
July Stratford, OK
20-26 7:30 pm
July. Fairview Church
25-27 Oxford, AL
(F-Su) 7:00 each evening
July 27 Napolean Church
thru near Wedowee, AL
Aug. 2 7:00 pm

Soeaker

Sammy Dick
Cave City, KY

Wilbur Bass
Auburn, AL

James McDonald
Woodbury, TN

Pat Mannon
Huntsville, AR

Sammy Dick
Cave City, KY

Richard Sargent
Marty Livingston
Terry Milner
David Carter

Sammy Dick
Cave City, KY

James McDonald
Woodbury, TN

Wilbur Bass
Auburn, AL

Harry Cobb
Conley, GA

Terry Newell
Earlsboro, OK

V.W. Boland
Gadsden, AL



GOSPEL MEETINGS

Dates Place & Time aker
June Taylor's Crossroads Wilbur Bass
1-7 Roanoke, AL Auburn, AL
(Su-Sa) 7:00 each evening
June Altus, CK Lindeal Greer
5-8 Bogue Chitto, MS
June Rich Hill Church Sammy Dick
2-8 Casey Co., KY Cave City, KY
(M-Su) 7:00 pm (EST)
June Freefield Church James McDonald
8-13 State Line, MS Woodbury, TN
(Su-F) [fellowship & singing on June 7]
June Pleasant Grove Church V.W. Boland
8-14 Alexander City, AL Gadsden, AL
(Su-sa) (10:30am Sun.) 7:00pm
June LaPrada Church Local Brethren
8-15 Mesquite, TX
June Mt. Zion Church Sammy Dick
9-15 Crab Orchard, KY Cave City, KY
(M-Su) 7:30 pm (EST)
June Ephesus Church Bill Prince Jr.
15-20 Ephesus, GA Oxford, AL
(Su-F) 7:30 pm (EST)
June Claud Church (between V.W. Boland
15-20 Claud & Tallassee, AL) Gadsden, AL
June Thamaston, GA Doug Farmer
15-20 v Rainsville, AL
June Pleasant Ridge Church Wilbur Bass
15-21 Woodbury, TN Auburn, AL
June Cold Springs Church Terry Newell
15-21 Bogue Chitto, MS Earlsboro, OK
June Yukon Church Harry Cobb
15-22 Oklahama City, OK Conley, GA

[continued on Page 7 1
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