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FATHER'S DAY

Recentlg} I was part of a group that went to a
restaurant for dinner on a typical warm Sunday
afternoon in June. But this wasn’t just any
Sunday in June, vou see, it was Father's Day.
And it just s0 hkappened that in this group of
people there was a man and his dauvghter. This
iaughter made sure she was in the front of the
roup so0 she could pay for her father’s meal.
And when we sat down she gave him, not one,
but two Father’s Day cards. It was heartwarming
to see how much this man meant to his daughter.
But as I sat there I just couldn’t help but think
of another father., far, far away. A father who
has many children. But many of those children
have forsaken him. How many cards or presents
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would this father receive today I wondered? Houw
many of his children would even think about him?

The father I am referring to is God. 5o often we
tend to forget that He 15 indeed our father.
"W herefore come out from =zmong them, and be
ye separste, saith the Lord, znd touch not the
unclezn thing; and I will receive you, and will
be & Father unte you, and ye shzall be my sons
and dzaughters., szith the Laord Almighey!(l Cor.
6:17) God is our Father, and we as Christians are
His children. Being a parent is a very wonderful,
but at the same time a wvery demanding job.
Parents tend to worry so much about their
children. Gad warries about us too. But He also
expects us to be obhedient to Him,. just as human
parents expect the same from their children.
And just as parents will chasten their children
when they do something wrong, sc also God will
chasten us.

The Bible speaks wvery plainly of God’s chastening
of His children. "dnd you have forgotten the
exhortztion which spezks Lo you I3 Lo sSoRs:
My seon, do not despise the chastening of the
Lord, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked
by Him; for whom the Lord Ilocves He chastens.
and scourges every son whom He receives” If
yvou endure chastening, (God dezis with you as
with sons: for what sorn is thesre whom & fathe
does not chasten? Eut Iif you zre wmhom:
chastening. of which =il hsve become partakers,
then you Fre llegitimate snd  not  Sons.
Furthermore, we have had humasn fathers who
corrected us, and we paid them respect. Sh=ll
we not much more resdidy bhe iIn subjection to
the Father of spirits and Hbve? For they indeed
for a few days chastened us == secmed best to
them, but He for our that we may hbe
partzkers of His hollness. Now no chastening
seems to be joyful for the present, butr painful;
nevertheless, 2fterward it yisids the peaceable
fruit of righteousness to those who have been
trained by it]’{Hebrews 12:5-11 NEI}
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Faul alsec beautifully pointed out our relationship
with God. “For =s many as are led by the Spirit
af God, they =are the sgns of God., for ye h=ave
not regeived the spirit of bondags agzin to fear;
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cory, Abba, father{Rom. BH:l4) The
word Abba here means nothing more that father,
I once heard a brothar use the word daddy here
instead of father. I think this adds so0 much
more depth and meaning to the passage. We can
all picture a young child waiting for his father to
return home from work. Then uwpon his arrival
the chid runs to him saying with a loud and
elated wvoice, “Daddy., Daddy? Do we have the
same affection for our heavernly Father? We
should love him even maore than we do our human
father. "He that Iloveth father or mother more
zshan me Is not worthy of me: and he that
lzveth son or daughter more than me s nat
warthy of mer{Matt., 10:37) Do we really love God
as our father?

Ac children we seldom realize all of the things
our parents do for us. The sacrifices they maks
for us. The same 15 true with God. He, as our
father, dpes more for us than we will probably
ever realize. Jesus pointed out God's attention to
our needs: “For your Fzather EFnoweth what
things ye have need of, before ye ask him!
{(Matt. 681 But far too often children fail o
realize just how much they really rely upon their
parents. They want to be independent, and live
life their own way. They think they know it all.
Isn"t this really what Christ was speaking of in
His rebuke to the Laodicean church? "Because
thoun sayest, I =z2m rich, and mcrezsed with
Foods, and have need of nothing; and knowest
nat that thouv art wretched, and miserzble, and
poor, and blnd, znd naked?{Rev. 3:17] Children
often allow youthful pride to cause them to
become blind to reality. Let us not find ourselves
in the same situation. Let us remember how
murch we truly depend on God. ‘“For in him we
v, znd move, and have our being; as certlin
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a&lsgo of your own poets have szid, for we ars
&lso his offspringl’lacts 17:28)

But what of those who are rebellious and forsake
God? How will He treat those chiidren? "“For God
commanded, =aying, Honor thy father and
mather: and, He that curseth father or mother,
lot him die the dezth¥(Matt. 15:47 If those who
were disrespectful to their parents under the law
of Moses were stoned te death, how much greater
will the punishment ke for those who show
disrespect toward their heavenly Father?

The relationship between a father and his child is
prohably the most loving and tender relationship
man can know. As young children and teenagers
we often fail te understand our part in that
relationship. Instead of being appreciative for
what our parents have done for us, we often
want only to break away from them and their
authority over us. We naively bhelieve we have all
the answers. But life often confronts uws with a
reality that we never knew existed. e lived a
sheltered life while under our parents’ care, and
never really understood what life was all about.

How similar our relationship is with God. We are
truly His sons and daughters. We too, oftentimes
want to be rebellious and stubkocirn. God will give
us a little slack and let us experience life on our
own for a while. But usually it doesn’t take leng
for us to come to our senses and realize where
we really belong. This is no different than the
story of the prodigal son told in Luke chapter 15,
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And just as in that story the father greatly
rejoiced to see his wayward son return home, so
also God rejoices to see us retuirn back to Him.

"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
becstowed upon us, that we should he called the
sons of Godl{l John 3:11 Indeed I must marvel at
the wonderful and marvelous love of God, which
allows sinful men to become His sons. Praice
God, we are His children! And shouldn’t every
day be Father’s day to us? Let us praise and
glorify the wonderful name of our heavenly
Father evermore.

SEARGH THE SGRIPTURES

.  Where did Moses put the new tables of stone,
fter God had written on them?

pots

a
. Who had Jesus scourged the day of His
crucifixieon?

3. What should a good husband give his wife,
according to I Peter?

4, Why did Isaiah think he was unworthy to
look upon the Lord of Hosts?

5. What did Samson kill as he was on the way
to see his future wife?

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH . . .

and remember last month's gquestions?

1. Whose sin did Jesus say had caused blindness,
the blind man’s or his parents? NEITHER (John
9:32



5

2. How many days after birth was it before a
male child was circumecised? EIGHT (Lev. 12:3)

3. What did Jesus have the people to de before
He fed them in the fesding of the 50007 51T
OOWHN (John 6:102

4, Who wvolunteered when the wvoice of the Lord
asked, "Whom shall 1 send, and who will ge for
us?"* ISAIAH (Isa. 6:81

5. In Zechariah 8, what two things does the Lord
teil the house of Judah that He hates? DEVISING

EVIL AGAINST ANCTHER AND LOWMNG PERJURY {Zech.
B:17
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The apostle Paul writes the next several books of
the BEible. In each book he presents a ciearer and
deeper understanding of the Messiah. This
information is wvital to the person who desires o
live a Christian life.

!

In the letter to the ROMANS, Paul describes the
significance of the sacrificiali death of Jesus
Christ. This death provided justification for all
mankind. It is not encugh to beiheve this fact.
A persen must alsc live accordingly: a iife of

rightegusness! Through the death and
resurrection of the Second Adam, the heliever is
redeemed, justified, reconaoiled, saved, and

glorified. The Messiah's righteousness is the gift
given to sinful man.

FIRST CORINTHIANS reveals the problems,
pressures, and struggles of a church called out of
a pagan society. The root of the evil is
carnality. The answer is Christ, He is the
symbol of unity. He is the morality of God. He is
the way of escape. He is the Lord's Supper. He
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iIs the grandest spiritual gift. He is the more
excellent way. He is love. Christ 1s also the
resurrection and the Iife. In every area of the
heliever’s life, the Annointed One is toc be found.

In S5ECOND CORINTHIANS Paul must defend his
ministry and present his creadentials as an
apostle of the Messiah. His best argument lies in
the fact that he has become a new creature In
Christ Jesus. Likewise, the hbeliever will find the
Messiah to be his comfort, triumph, Lord, light,
Judge, reconciliation, substitute, gift, owner, and
power in his daily life.

Salvation on the hasis of the law wversus salvation
orn the basis of faith is the subject of Pauls
letter to the GALATIANS., It is faith through the
Messiah’s supreme sacrifice on the cross that
man is delivered from the curse of =in, law and
self. It is faith in Christ thst allows man o
have liberty in Christ. It was faith that justified
Abraham, not the weorks of the law. Therefore, it
i1s faith in the Gospel of Grace that leads men to
"put on Christ™  Finally, faith in the HRedssamer
produces the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

The book of EPHESIANS demonstrates the wvital
pesition that the Christian must be in with
regard to the Messiah. About thirty five times
the phrase "in Christ” (or its eguivalent] appears
in this epistle., Faul states that the believer is
in Christ, in the heavenly places 1 Christ,
chosen in Him, adopted through Christ, in the
Beloved, redeemed in Him, given an inheritance in
Him. given hope in Him, sealed in Him, made alive
together with Christ, raised and seated with Him,
created in Christ, brought near hy His bicod,
growing in Christ, a partaker of the promise in
Christ, and given access through faith 1n Him.
Thus, the Christian must condust himself
in a manner that truly shows he is “in Christ”
and not "in the world™.
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Dates Place & Time SEeaKer

Sapt. Oak Grove Church Sam Dick

1-7 Liberty, KY {Cave City. KY]
Sept. Fleasant Ridge Church lilhur Bass
13415 Woodbury. TN {Auburn, aL)
Sept. Liberty Chwrch Sam Dick
15-21 Liberty, KY {Cave City. KY)
Sept. Lily Church James McDonald
16-20 near London, KY {loodbury. TN
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SHOW US

Folks sauy we do a lot of things
We hadn't oughta had;

We never mean a bit of harm
Nor do them to be bad.

But when a chance just comes albng
With fun a-peeKin’ through

We take it mostly just because
We've nothing else to do.

Kids are an awful problem
All the grownup people say
But honest all we really want
Is just a chance to play.

And all of us from country towns
And from the cities, too,

Will quit what you call mischief
If you show us what to do.

Avthor Unknown



