“The haroest truly 35 geeat, but the laborers ore few: pray
Y& therafore the Lord of the horvest, that he would send
forth laborers into iz harvest” [Luke 10: 23
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WHERE DO YOU STAND ON ABORTION?

No matter how long 1 live I don"t helieve 1 will
ever understand how anyone can condone
abortion. How can anyone deny that it is the
taking of a human life? How can they deny it
is out and out murder of an innocent bahby?
The now infamous Roe vs. Wade decision of the
Supreme Court just opened the flood gates to
legalired slaughter. And what is so sickening
is that in many states it is legal to abort a
baby any time during the course of a
 pregnancy, not just in the first trimester as
many people think. Even a baby that is just a
few days away from bhirth can he killed in some
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My purpose here is not to waste a lot of space
conidemning those who favor abortion. Those
pecple are obvicusiy just godless karbarians,
and I don't know if anything conld ever be said
to reach their cold and cruei hearts. What I
wopuld like to discuss is the hypocrisy among
the majority of those who stand against
abortion. Pm talking about the group of people
who are normally referred to as "pro-iifel

There are two main sides in this debate,
There are those who favor murdering babies;

~they are referred to as "pro-choicel Then
there are the anti-abortionists who are
referred to as "pro-iife! lWhich side should

Christians take in this matter? Which side do
you take? | personally stand totaliy opposed
to both groups. After all, both groups condone
the murder of innocent babies. Oon’t be fooled,
if the pro-life group won out there wounld still
be thousands of abortions performed in this
country each year. I'll admit this is better
than the millions which are currently being
slaughtered annually. But is the murder of
even one innocent baby acceptabis? [ definitely
cannot accept it.

The "typical™ position of those whe call them-
selves pro-life is that abortion is wrong except
for a few special cases. They say abortion
should be allowed in the case of rape, incest,
or if the mother’s life is in danger. The basis
of the argument which the pro-iife side uses
to condemn abortion as murder is the idea
that life begins at conception. 1 perscnally
agree with this idea, and 1 believe most Christ-
ians also do. It is then said, and correctly so,
that to abort a fetus is to take a human life,
In short thay say abortion is the murder of a
baby. They are right up to this point, but how
can they then turn around and harmorntze this
"idea with the aforementioned exceptions of
rape, incest, and endangerment of the mother’s
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. life? I mean if a fetus of any age is a human

life. and it is, then how do these things
justify its murder? And yes I've heard the
arguments before. Well you wouldn’t expect a
woman to have a child by a man who had
brutally raped her wonld you? But isn’t that
really just muddying the waters? The reaal
issue is the murder of an innocent hahy, not
how 1t was conceived. '

The Lord has said that “The son shzall not
bear the iniguity of the father!” (Ezmeskiel 1B:20)
Now certainly | do not condons rape, but why
should that unborn baby suffer because of the
acts of its father? The baby is totally
innocent in this matter. If canght and convict-
ed the father might serve a few years In
prison, but the baby gets the death penalty!
is this justice? And again with incest | must
reach the same conclusion. How does this
Justify murder?

The hardest point is what to do when the
mother’s life is in danger. It should first be
mentioned that there is never a case where
the doctors know with certainty that the
mother will die. They just foresee passible
problems if the haby is carried to full term.
How much danger is too much? When dees it
become justifiable to abort the baby because of
the risk to the mother's life? Who is gqualified
to make such a decision? Who is qualified to
play God and decide who lives and who dies?

In this sitnation there are two lives involved,
the mother and the baby. If the =zsbortion is
performed one of them will certainly die. If
the baby is carried to full term one or beth
could die, but there is also the possibility that
both could live. Again I ask, who but God has
the right to make these typs of decisions?
Instead of turning to abortion people need to
turn to prayer.
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Can you imagine geoing before a judge and
explaining that you murdered your neighbor
hecause someone else told you that he had
threatened your life? What kind of a chance
do wyou think you would have of getting off?
Well how would you like %o be a woman
standing before the Judge of judges, Jesus
Christ, and tell Him that you murdered the
child He had blessed you with. simply becauss
a doctor told you that having the child could
endanger your life?

Friends, murder is never justified. The only
time God has ever condoned the taking of a
human life is in war or as punishment for sin.
Does an unborn baby fit either one of these
categories? And abortion is not only murder,
but the most brutal form of murder. It's the
murder of an innogent and totally defenseless
baby. How can we say we are civilized in this
country when we allcw such things to happen?
The best description 1 have ever heard of
abortion is this: "Sbortion .. thes American
holocaust!'  The world wept and mourned as
the Jews were mercilessly slaunghtered by
Hitler. But who will ery for the millions of
innocent babies killed in this country alone
each year? IWhere is the re=al holocaust?
Abortion is murder, and is always wrong,
regardless of the circumstances!

TONY WHIDDON
TI3R-F Howalls Farry Rd

F

HMobile, AL S6&612
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SEARGH THE SGRIPTURES
1. In what F"hilistine' town’ given to him did

David and his 808 men live?

2. On what did the people sit in the feeding of
the 50007 ' v

3. Ring Agrippa said that Paul couid have been
set free if he had not done what?. :

4. What happened to the widow's son in Zare-
phath, where Elijah was living during the
drought?

E. According to the book of Esther, what fillad
Haman with anger?

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH . ..

and remember last month’s gquestions?

1. Whose sons did God say would die on the
same day? ELrS (1 Sam. &:343

2. Who hore many people’s sins in his own
body?  THE LORD JESUS CHRIST {1 Pet. 2:24)

3. As a Christian, how should one treat
strangers? HOSPITABLY (Heb. 13:2)

4. Who came first, Gideon or Samscson? GIDEON
fJudg. B2
5. The second temple in  Jerusalem was

ordered to bhe built by what Gentile king?
KING CYRUS (2 Chr. 36:23)

The serene, silent beauty of a holy
Iife is the most powerful influence in
the world, next to the might of God.

Pascal
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SOMETIMES WE NEVER LEARN

What do the following items have in common?
Be sure to read each one very carefully!

1. One member and his wife agreed to mis-

represent the truth about a gift to the church.
(hcts 5:1-11) ’

N

. Another memhél‘ was greedy and thought
that the power of BGod could be bﬂught with

muney. (Acts B.lE 243

3. Some members taught others not to asso-
ciate nor eat with "certain” men. {Acts 11:2-3)

4, A few members stated it was okay to do
evil if some good came out of it. {Rom. 3:8)

5. Some members of the church practiced the
doctrine of 'once saved, always savedl They
felt secure and that it was impossible for them
to ever fall from God’s grace. (Fom. 11:13)

B. Other members were guilty of judging,
despising, and condemning others over issues
of indifference. {Rom. 14:1-5]

7. Some membeyrs maide "fair speeches” and yet
caused division among the church because they
preached another doectrine. (Fom, 16:17/-18)

8. A& whole congregation was split because
everyone said they were 'of" a certain
preacher and wearing his name. {1 Cor. 1:10-12;
3:1-4)

9. Some members spoke of themselves in a
boasting manner and thus, took away from the
teachings of the apostles. {1 Cor. 4:8-21]

10, Other members of the church were guilty of

the fact that they allowed immorality to re-
main among the congregation. (1 Cor. 5:1,2,6)
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1i. Some members took their matters against
gach other into the secular courts. {1 Cor
6:1-8)

12. Several members of the church abused the
Lord’s Supper by not obhserving it properly. (1
Cor. 11:20-22)

13. Soine female members took a leadership role
in the Lord’s church by not remaining silent.
11 Cor. 14:34,35}

14. Many members corrupted the Word of God
by false writings and false teachings. {2 Cor.
2:17; 2 Cor. 11:4; Gal. 1:6-33

15. Some members used themselves as a
standard for comparison and said, "Why can’t
you be more like me?” (2 Cor. 10:12)

16. One member loved material things better
than spiritual things. 2 Tim. 4:10)

I7. Some members showed partiality by treating
the rich with more honor and respect than
they treated the poor. {(Jas. 2:2-3, B

18. And one member demanded pre-aminence in
ruling the congregaiion. {3 John 8]

What did all these items have in common?
They were sins committad by members of the
church in its early days. Amazing, isn't It?
But what is ewven wmore astpunding is  that
today many members of the Lord's church are
stiil practicing these same exact sins! &ll
through our lives we have recognized  these
sins about ‘other' people. These occurred I1n
Bible times, a world so very distant from ours
of today. Dr is it? The world mmay have
changed a bit, but the sins are still the same.
Sometimes we never learn. ‘
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July 31
- Aug. 2

Aug.
24 - 28

Au g
28 - 30
(F-Su}

Sept.
4 - 6

Sept.
21 - 25

Place & Time Sgeaker
Second Ave. Church Hill Prince
Opelika, AL ~ [Oxford, AL)
Owens Rpad Church James McDonald
Prattville, AL (Wocdbury, TN)
Fairview Church -Sam Dick
Oxford, AL ’ [Cave City, KY)
700 pm

Fleasant Ridge "Chur!:h Thaddeus Eubank
Woodbury, TN (Somerset, KY)
Mt. Zion Church | James McDonald
Crab Orchard, KY (Woodbury, TN2

IF FAITH ALONE SAVES --

Why should the devils tremble? (James

Why should we have lave? {1 Cor. 13:2)

Why does the Bible say, "Not by faith

only"? (James 2:24)

Why were believers commanded to

repent and be baptized? (Acts 2:38)

Why should we add to our faith? (2 Pet.

-~ Copied -~-


http:l'JbOt'.er

