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SJ3ARGH THE SGRIPTURJ3S 

1. What was Hamar"s son"s great sin? 

2. Where did Lazar-u.s and his .sistel~s live? 

3= {"'hy should the l:leople t'Jho believe in Moses believe 
in Christ? 

4. In Leviticus.. what must the fire all. the altar not 
be allowed to do? 

5. What was the name of the boy king that Queen 
Athaliah failed to kill? 

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH 

and remember last month"s questions? 

1. In the group of ten lepers. t'Jhat is the oniy 
nationality mentioned? SAMARITAI-J (Luke 17:16] 

2. How many days was Ezekiel to lie on his side to 
bear the iniquity of the house of Is)~ael? 390 DAYS 
(Eze. 4:5) 

3. According to Isaiah 55, if the evil man turn.s to 
the Lord, what two things will the Lord do? HAVE 
MERCY AND PARDON HIM Usa. 55:7) 

4. According to Proverbs, to what does the prostitute 
reduce you? A LOAF OF BREAD (Prov. 6:26] 

5. Who wrote the book of Philemon? PAUL (Phil. 1) 
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DOES GOD ALWAYS ANSWER OUR PRAYERS? 

(Based on a talt; I~i\}en at the camp iTieetinq at :3acr·a
me ntD-: Ne\i.! r~1exico on ?/·1:~./:··:;2,.) 

The question we wish to con.sider is, "Doe.s God 
always answei~ OUi-· pra.yers?" I have heal~d 

some make the statenlent that "God anSl.JJers 
eveql prayer. hut sometimes the answer is 
"Ho':· I believe that :ia statement is exactly 
right. 

"50 JesuS" answered and said to them, 
ilssuredly I say to you, if' you have f'aith and 
do not doubt, you will not only do wh<iilt was 
dane to the f'ig tree, but E?ls·o if' you .say to 
this mountain. Be removed and be C<iilst into 
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t;he sea~ it will be done. And all things, 
whatever YDU ask in prayer~ believing, you 
will receive;" [Matt. 21:21-22] 

Christ has promised his followers that. if we 

will have faith when we pray. he will give us 

what we ar-e asking for. So the general rule is 

that God will answer our prayers, and the 

answer will be 'Yes'. 


In II Corinthians 12 we can read about Paul's 

'~thDrn in the t'lesh". Here is an example of a 

prayer which was answered. but the answer 

was "No!". Paul prayed about this matter three 

times. and God answered him. but the answer 

was that Paul was better off with things left 

the way they were~ There was a reason for 

the di-scomfort Paul wa.·s allowed to endure. 


Why would God ever say "tJo' to our requests? 

To understand this. let·s bring it closer to 

home. Many of you are parents, who have 

children who come to you and ask you for 

things. What is your answer to them? Of 

course there are .times when the answer must 

be ·No·, but don·t you usually say ·Yes·? You 

love your children.. and you want to make them 

happy. So the answer is generally "Yes", 


Why doe-s a parent say ·No· to his child? I can 

think of three reasons: 

1) You can·t afford to buy the thing that is 

being asked for. 

2l It is something that would be harmful for 

the child. 

3) The child is being disciplined. and you can't 

give him the good things until the period of 

correction is over. 


I believe that it is the same with God when He 

deals with us. Let"s consider eaoh of these 

points: 

1) The request is too expensive. 
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afraid after seeing what happened to him" Mr. 
Alzado replied. "I hope they're afraid:' 

Mr. Alzada, who was often reduced to tears 
during the interview, said. "I"ve never been 
afraid of anything or anybody in my life. but 
this battle is harder than anything I've ever 
been thro1.\gh~' The thing he said which most 
impressed me was this, "There is a lot more to 
life than just winning. as I realize now; which 
may be too late!' If only the rest of our 
nation learn thi-s lesson. 

Mr. Alzada said" "Athletes that are taking 
steroids are trading one thing for another. and 
it's ju.st not worth it. I would never trade my 
life for my career. I would just as soon give 
it up, ,b1.tt it didn"t work out that way:' Fame. 
glory. and wealth are not neal~ enough to trade 
your life for. Yet many still do it. 

But what is far more distressing is that so 
many people sell out their .souls for worldly 
pleasure. I think of Mr. Alzada, his eyes filled 
with tears. and his heart with regret. as he 
spoke of his past mistakes. And I wonder how 
the lost will be when they are cast into Hell. 
1 think Christ gave u·s a good indication. ''1lnd 
cast ye the unprofitable servant into Duter 
darkness-: there shal1 be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth;' (Matthew 25:30) 

Mr. Alzada sold out his health and eventually 
his life. I -saw him full of regret and bitterly 
weeping over this. But how many more tears 
of anguish will be shed, and how much more 
regret will there be, for those who have sold 
out their eternal souls? But the good news is 
that it is never too late to buy your- soul 
back. The blood of Christ can pay any price, 
regardless of how high. 

TONY ~~HIDDDN 

735Q'-F H:Jwells R.::!. 

Mobile, AL 36618 
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SELLING OUT 

To anyone who has been even a casual 
observer of professional football over the past 
twenty years the name Lyle Alzado is certain 
to ring a bell. He was a two-time all-pro 
defensive lineman who played for three 
different teams during his fifteen NFLsea.sons. 
His tenacity and fek"'ocity on the field struck 
fear into the hearts and Blinds of many 
opposing quarterbacks and running backs. 

In 1991 Mr. Alzado publicly admitted having a 
form of brain cancer. This affliction he blamed 
on two decades of using steroids to enhance 
his athletic performance. These drugs may 
have enabled him to reach higher pinnacles of 
glory in his profession than would have other
wise been possible. but was it aU worth it? 
They say that everything and everyone has 
their price. The price Mk"'. Alzado paid was 
exceedingly high. On May 14, 1992, at the age 
of 43. he died in his sleep with his wife by his 
side. 

Back in 1991, while he was battling for his life. 
Mr. Alzado travelled around the counti~y 

appearing on most of the popular talk-shows. 
He had learned a great lesson in his life and 
he sought desperately to share his wi.sdom 
with others. He realized that he had sold out 
his health, and ultimately his life. for a few 
moments of glory on the football field. He 
realized his own foolishness and wanted to 
warn others before they followed in his 
footstep.s. 

I was impre.ssed and touched a·s I watched Mr. 
Alzado pour out his heart on national 
television. He said, "I don·t want anybody to 
be hurt by it anymore. I don't want anybody 
to go through what I~m going through!' When 
asked if he thought his former colleagues were 
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God has far more wealth than we can imagine. 
so you might not think this one applies. But I 
believe there are (rare) situations where our 
Heavenly Father can't afford to grant our 
request. 

for example. suppose that Brother Jim is 
praying that interest rates will go up so that 
his bank will pros'per. and Brother Bill is 
praying that interest rate·s will go down so 
that hi.s radio station wili prospei~. Not even 
God can grant both requests. He can make 
them both prosper, but not by making interest 
rates go up and dotlJn, both at the .same time! 

As another example, consider Mary as she was 
watching her son Jesus being led away to be 
tried. Do you Sup}Jose she might have been 
praying for her son's release? But God couldn*t 
answer this request. He coulch::;'t afford to. I 
do believe that these cases are the exception. 
and not the rule. 

8) The request would be bad for us. 

Children don't always ask for intelligent things. 
but God in His mercy will not let us have 
things which would not be good for us. Often. 
because of our lack of l.uldel'standing. we fail to 
appreciate God's mercy as we should. 

3) LtJe are being disciplined. 

If we are being rebellious and are not trying 
to follow God. how can he reward such 
behaviOl~ with His rich blessings? Of course, as 
human parents, we will SODletimes bless a child 
with something he wants even when he is 
being bad. but generally we can't affoPd to 
reward rebellion and evil. I believe that it is 
the same with God. God, in His mercy. will 
sometimes give u.s good things. even when we 
are unfaithful. He wants to see us be happy 
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and safe. But the rich fullness of his 
bles-sings must wait until aft.er our time of 
discipline is finished. 

We gave an example earlier of praying for 
physical prosperity. Is it right t.o pray for 
temporal things such as this? '"Where do war-s' 
aud fight.s· come frCilD. anlO1'2g you? Do ti'ley 
not come from yoUl~ desire.s for pleasure that 
war in your members? You lust and do not 
have. You murder and covet and cannot 
obtain. lou fight and war. Yet you do not 
have because you do not as·A·, You ask and do 
not. receive, because you ask amiss, that you 
may spend it on yom~ pleasures·:" (Jas. 4:1-31 

We s-hould not be praying for things just to 
consume them on our lusts. Our l~eligion 

should be more than that. And I believe we 
are familiar with thi.s teaching. 

But consider verse 2: '"Yet you do not; haTTe 
because you do not as}'-:' The people here 
were being rebuked for NOT asking! In other 
words, I shouldn·t be looking at this thing you 
possess, and coveting it and envying you 
because you have it. should pl~ay to God and 
ask for one of my own! 

Consider an example: -suppose our car is falling 
apart, and we desperately need a replacement. 
Is it appropriate to pray and ask God for 
something like this? 
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Question: do we really want it? Does our 
heart cont.ain a desire for this neVJ car? Of 
COUj--se it does! Then why would we want to 
exclude God from that part of our lives? Why 
would we not want to share our whole heart 
with God in prayer? 

We should be careful that our main focus is on 
spidtual things. We should be careful not to 
ask amiss. But let us not go to the other 
extl~ellle, and never ask for anything. God has 
power and resources tar beyond what we can 
imagine. vJhy not give Him a chance to 'Wol~k 

in our lives? 

One final point on prayel~: there will alway-s be 
an answer, but the answel~S do not always 
come quickly. For some requests, it may take 
the better part of a lifetime to see the 
answer. 

Rememher when Abraham was praying for- a 
son. He had to wait longer than most of us 
will live to see that request answered. God's 
time scale is not the same as our-so Let us 
not be discouraged when OU1~ requests seem to 
take a long time. We can be sure that Gael is 
listening, and that He cares for you and me. 
""Wait on the Lord; be of good c-aurage. and 
He sball strengthen yo:m~ heal~t; lll1ait, I say, 
on the LO}~d!n (Psalms 87:141 

EDBHf D. F:At·1SE-l 

1Q841 E. ?lacii:..a f'.1atate 

TUCSC,Y1, AZ 8574';; 

SERVICE IS THE RENT YOU PAY 

FOR THE SPACE YOU OCCUpy 
ON EARTH. 
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and safe. But the rich fullness of his 
bles.sings must wait until after our time of 
discipline is finished. 

We gave an example earlier of praying for 
physical prosperity. Is it right to pray for 
temporal things such as this? "Whel~e do wars' 
and fight.s come fr01D anwll.g you? Do ti'ley 
not come from your desires for pleasure t,hat 
war in your members? You lust and do not; 
have. J:"ou lllurder and ccvet and cannot 
obt;ain. lbu fight. and war. Ye£ you do not 
have because you do not ask. rou ask and do 
nat. receive, because you ask amiss. that. you 
may spend it on your pleasures':' (Jas. 4:1-31 

We should not be praying fOl~ things just to 
consume them on our lusts. Our religion 
should be more than that. And I believe we 
are familiar with this teaching. 

But consider verse 8: "Yet you do not have 
because you do not ask:' The people here 
were being rebuked for NOT asking! In other 
words. I shouldn·t be looking at this thing you 
possess. and coveting it and envying you 
because you have it. I should ~:n~ay to God and 
ask for one of my own! 

Consider an example: -suppose our car is falling 
apart,. and we desperately need a replacement. 
Is it appropriate to pray and a.sk God for 
something like this? 
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Question: do we really want it? Does our 
heart contain a desire for this neVJ car? Of 
course it does! Then why would we want to 
exclude God from that part of our live.s? Why 
would we not want to share our whole heart 
with God in pl'ayer? 

1JJe should be careful that our main focus is on 
spir·itual things. We should be carefui not to 
ask ami.5s. But let us not go to the other 
extreme, and nevel~ ask for anything. God has 
power and resources far beyond what we can 
imagine. vJhy not give Hilll a chance to wor·k 
in our live.s? 

One final point on prayer: there will always he 
an answer, but the a.nswers do not always 
come quickly. For some requests, it may take 
the better part of a lifetime to see the 
answer. 

Remember when Abraham was praying for" a 
son. He had to wait longer than most of us 
will live to see that recluest answered. God's 
time scale is. not the same as ours. l.et us 
not be discouraged when our requests ·seem to 
take a long time. We can be sure that God is 
listening. and that He cares for you and me. 
>'Wait on "the Lord; be of goad coul~age, and 
He shall strengthen your heart; wait. I say. 
on t.he Lord!" (Psalms 87:141 

EDBBv D. PAHSE"l' 

10841 E. Pladta I-'letate 

AZ 85749 
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FOR THE SPACE YOU OCCUPY 

ON EARTH. 
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SELLING OUT 

To anyone who has been even a casual 
observer of professional football over the past 
twenty years the name Lyle Alzada is certain 
to ring a bell. He was a two-time all-pro 
defensive linenlan who played for three 
different teams during his fifteen NFL .sea·sons. 
His tenacity and ferocity on the field struck 
fear into the hear'ts and Blinds of many 
opposing quarterbacks and running backs. 

In 1991 Mr. Alzada publicly admitted having a 
form of brain cancer. Thi.5 affliction he blamed 
on two decades of using steroids to enhance 
his athletic performance. These dl~UgS may 
have enabled him to reach higher pinnacles of 
glory in his profe.5sion than would have o'thel~

wise been possible, but was it all worth it? 
They say that everything and everyone has 
their price. The price Mr. Alzada paid was 
exceedingly high. On May 14, 1992, at the age 
of 43. he died in his .sleep with his wife hy his 
side. 

Back in 19S1, while he was battling for his life. 
Mr. Alzado travelled around the country 
appearing on most of the popular talk-shows. 
He had learned a great lesson in his life and 
he sought desperately to .share his wisdom 
with others. He realized that he had sold out 
his health" and ultimately his life. for a few 
moments of glory on the football field. He 
realized his own foolishness and wanted to 
warn others before they followed in his 
footsteps. 

I was impressed and touched as I watched .Mr. 
Alzado pour out his heart on national 
television. He said,. "I don·t want anybody to 
be hurt by it anymore. I dou't want anybody 
to go through what I~m going through!' When 
asked if he thought his former colleagues were 
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God has far 1110re wealth than we can imagine. 
so you might not think this one applies. But I 
believe there .u~e (rar-e) .situations where our 
Heaverlly Father can't afford to grant our 
request. 

For- example. suppose that Brother Jim is 
praying that interest l~ates will go up so that 
his bank will prosper. and Brother Bill is 
praying that interest rates will go down .so 
that his radio station will pr-osper. Not even 
God can grant hcrth requests. He can make 
them both prosper" but not by making interest 
rates up and down. both at the same time! 

As another example. consider Mary as she was 
watching her son Jesus being led away to be 
tried. Do you suppose she might have been 
praying for her son's release''] But God couldn't 
answer this request. He couldn~t afford. to. I 
do believe that these cases are the exception. 
and not the rule. 

ED The request would be bad for us. 

Children don't always ask for inteHigent things. 
but God in His mercy will not let us have 
things which would not be good for us. Often. 
hecau.se of our lack of understanding" we fail to 
appreciate God~s mercy as we should. 

3) We are being disciplined. 

If we are being rebellious and are not trying 
to follow God. how can he reward such 
behavior with Hi.s rich bles.sings? Of course. as 
human parents" we will sonletimes bless a child 
with something he wants even when he is 
being bad. but generally we can't afford to 
reward rebellion and evil. I believe that it is 
the same with God. God, in His mercy, will 
sometimes give us good things. even when we 
are unfaithful. He wants to see us be happy 
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the sea. it will be domt. And all things, 
whatever you ask in prayer. believing, you 
will receive:' [Matt, 21:21-221 

Christ has promised his followers that, if we 

will have faith when· we pray. he will give us 

what we are asking for, So the general rule is 

that God will answer our prayers. and the 

answer will be 'Yes", 


In II Corinthians 12 we can ~~ead about Paul's 

nthorn in the f'lesh", Here is an example of a 

prayer which was answered, but the answer 

was 'No!', Paul prayed about this matter three 

times, and God answered him, but the answer 

was that Paul was better oft with things left 

the way they were, There was a reason for 

the di·scomfort Paul w.a.s allowed :to endure. 


Why would God ever say 'No' ta our requests? 

To understand this, let's bring it closer to 

home. Many of you are parents, who have 

children who come to you and ask you for 

things. What is your answer to them? Of 

course there are .times when the answer must 

be 'No', but don't you usually say 'Yes'? You 

love your children. and you want to make them 

happy. So the answer is generally 'Yes·, 


Why doe.s a parent say 'No" to his child? I can 

think of three reasons: 

11 You can't afford to buy the thing that is 

being asked for. 

a) It is something that would be harmful for 

the child. 

3) The child is being di.sciplined, and you can't 

give him the good things until the period of 

correction is over. 


I believe that it is the same with God when He 

deals with us. Let's consider eaoh of these 

points: 

11 The request is too expensive. 
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afraid after seeing what happened to him. Mr. 
Alzada replied, "I hope they"re afraid!' 

Mr. Alzada, who was often reduced to tears 
during the interview. said, "I've never been 
afraid of anything or anybody in my life. but 
this battle is harder than anything I've ever 
been through~' The thing he said which most 
impressed IDe was this. uThere is a lot more to 
life than just winning. as I realize now; which 
may be too late:' If only the rest of our 
nation learn this lesson, 

Mr. Alzada said, "Athletes that are taking 
steroids are trading one thing fOl~ another, and 
it's ju.st not worth it. 1 vlould ne',,1er trade my 
life for my career. I would just as soon give 
it ~,Jmt it didn't work out that way:' Fame, 
glory, and wealth are not near enough to trade 
your life for. Yet lllany still do it. 

But what is tar more distressing is that so 
many people sell out their souls for worldly 
pleasure, I think of Mr. Alzada, hi.s eyes filled 
with tears. and his heal~t with regret, as he 
spoke of hi.s past mi·st.ake.s. And I wonder how 
the lost will be when they are cast into Hell. 
I think Christ gave us a good indication. ~'And 

cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
dal~knes.s: t;hel~e shall be weeping alld 
gnas·hing of' teeth~ [Matthew 25:30> 

Mr. Alzado sold out his health and eventually 
hi.s life. I saw him full at regret and bitterly 
weeping over this. But how many more tears 
of anguish will be shed, and how much more 
regret will there be, for those who have sold 
out their eternal souls? But the good news is 
that it is never too late to buy your soul 
back. The blood of Christ can pay any pdce, 
regardless of how high. 

Tm,j"{ HHIDDDf\j 

735@-F Hm...tells Ferry Rd. 
j·..-jobile, AL 36618 
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"What Lies Beyond Death" 


Speaker 

James McDonald 
&loodbury. TN) 

Wilbur Bass 
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Harry Cobb 
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SJ3ARGH THE SCRIPTURES 

1. What was Hamar's o5on·s great sin? 

2. Where did Lazarus and his sisters live? 

3, Why should the people ttJho believe in Moses believe 
in Christ? 

4. In Leviticus.. what must the fire on the altar not 
be allowed to do? 

5. What was the name of the boy king that Queen 
Athaliah failed to kill? 

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH 

and remember last month·s questions? 

1. In the group of ten lepers. t>Jhat. is the only 
nationality mentioned? SAMARITAN (Luke 17:16) 

2. How many days was Ezekiel to lie on his .side to 
bear the iniquity of the house of ISk~ael? 380 DAYS 
(Eze. 4:5) 

3. According to Isaiah 55, if the evil man turns to 
the Lord, what two things will the Lord do? HAVE 
MERCY AND PARDON HIM Usa. 55:?) 

4. According to Proverbs. to what does the prostitute 
reduce you? A LOAF OF BREAD (Prov. 6:26) 

5. Who wrote the book of Philemon? PAUL {Phil. n 
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DOES GOD ALWAYS ANSWER OUR PRAYERS? 

(Based 'on a tali'; Qj1)en at the at Sacr'a
mento, Nelkl 1'1e;<:i[0 on ,) 

The question we wish to consider is, nDoe,s God 
always answer Ol..U~ I have heard 
some make the statement that "God anSlA.terS 
evel~Y }:irayer. but sometimes the answer is 
'No·:' I believe that .:At statement is exactly 
right. 

USo Jesus answered and said to them. 
Assuredly I say to j-Tou. if you have faith and 
do not doubt, you will not only do what was 
done to the fig tree, but also if you say to 
this lllountaill. Be removed and be cast into 
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