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HE THAT BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED 
SHALL BE SAVED. (Mark 16:16) 

Editor's Note: The year- of 1992 was an especiallj 
bus!J one for me and I was not able to l~dte as much as 
I wanted. For that reason I am so gr-ateful to all 
thelse who semt in articles. This year we published 
writings from: Max GasKins. Ricky Holland. 
Ramsey, and Ton~ ~Jhiddon. ~Je ha'.'E' a fE'w mo~'e articles 
in stock at this time, but if you can send one in, it 
would be most appreciated. This is an e;(cellent oPPOt'­
tunity to pr-each the pur-e gospel of Christ. 

Thanks go to those who havE' sent il1 names to be added 
to the mailing list. The list is nOlo Otlet' 1~~0 names 
and your' inter'est keeps me going I ThanKs also to the 
many conhibutions of money, though it reall~ isn't 
necessary. Finally, this edito'(' owes much to the Sun 
Hill Road cOl1gregation in Bh'mil1gham, AL fo), allol.Jing IJS 
to mail under' their permit, thereby cutting our m~i:ing 

expenses. Like last ':leal', these brethl'en have also 
helped me with the task of Addr'ess Corrections. 

Continue to pr-ay for this work and for our feeble 
efforts at spreading the Truth. We have a tremendo!Js 
respol1sibilit~ to "preach Chr-ist and Him crudfied" and 
must do so b~ an~ means authorized in the NT! If we 
have the Truth, we cannot be ashamed to share it. 

OO~(tttl' t~(j){:rmg({It~~ 

Dates 

Dec. 
4-6 

Dec. 
19-20 

Jan. 
B - 10 

Place & Time 

Mt. Zion Church 
Crab Orchard, KY 

Second /We. Church 
Opelika, AL 

Laurel Church 
London# KY 

Speaker 

James McDonald 
(1AJoodbury. TN) 

Chris Melton 
('Valley, ALl 

James McDonald 
(Woodbury, TN) 
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"TI-,e !'",or-vest truly is 9reo"t, bu"t "tl",e laborers '::Ire few: prcly 
ye 'tl-,er'efore "t"e Lor,·j Of "the har-v'!s"t, thot I,e 1>.I0'-Il.j send 

forth IO!:l·,rers into "is harvest." [Luke 10:<:] 

WHEN A CHRISTIAN SUFFERS 

Suffering is a part of every human being's life. 
We suffer, not because God has caused it, hut 
because of sin. Remember when Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God's commandment? That was when 
they introduced sin to the human race. 
Unknowingly they also brought human suffering 
into their lives. Today much of our suffering 
can be traced to man's wickedness and 
thousands of innocent people have to bear its 
burden. 

There are two kinds of suffering: physical and 
mental. Since we are human beings with 
physical bodies# we are subject to physical 
sufferings like injt.\ries# pain, or disabilities. 
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We are also subject to mental suffering.s such 
as anxiety, fear, or concern over various 
matters. whether material or spiritual. In 
either case, a Christian can suffer ju.st as 
much as the non-believer. 

Oftentimes we think that once a per.son has 
faith in the Lord Jesus Chri.st and become-s His 
child through baptism [John 3:S; Mark 16:16), 
that per.son becomes immune to human 
suffering. On the contrary. that person will 
probably .suffer MORE because he is now a 
Christian! As disciples of Christ, we are 
"separate" (a Cor. 6:17] and "different" [a Pet. 
a:9) from the rest of the world. We now 
convict the world [Eph. S:IU and for that 
reason all Christians will suffer persecution [8 

Tim. 3:1a]. 

How does a Christian deal with .suffering? 
Most people would turn to a psychologist or 
some other kind of doctor of wisdom for 
advice. Others might consult noted 'experts'. 
But the Chri.stian has only one place to look to 
receive the right answer: in God's Word. In 
the Bible we can learn a lot from the examples 
of other.s who suffered as godly men. Today 
we want to notice four items that a Christian 
can do when he begins to suffer. 

Job was one who suffered terribly. both physi­
cally .and mentally. Not only did he have "sore 
boils from the sale of hi.s foot unto his 
crown" (Job a:7), he also had to contend with 
the loss of all hi.s earthly possessions 
including the loss of his seven sons and three 
daughters [Job 1). Surely Job suffered more 
than any of us. Yet, how did he handle it? 
First. he worshipped and ble.ssed the name of 
God [Job baO-aU! No matter how difficult the 
circumstances. Job remembered his God. He did 
not forget who the Creator and Provider in his 
life was. 

7 

SEARCHING FOR CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 

Once in a while Truth shows up in the most 
unexpected place.s. Read, for example. the 
following excerpt taken from a denominational 
preacher! 

"It finall~ began to darun on me that I would not find 
Chr-ist in Cht'istmas. Since Cht'istmas means the "mass 
c)f Christ" I realized I would not find Christ in 
CIYl'istmas because He is not a Catholic and, therefoi'e, 
does not go to mass. 

Also, since it is the "mass of Christ" or "sacrifice of 
Ghrist", Jesus I.')Quld not gel to mass, an~ mass, because 
He IJJas crucified once and for Him to condone the mass 
b~ His pr'esence l.!lould indicate His "one sauifice" l.!las 
not enorJgh for the salvation of His people. 

After several ~eat'S of :.eay·ching for Ghrist in 
Cht'i:.tmas and not finding Him, it was obviQllS to me that 
Christ does not celebrate Christmas and neither should 
I. He said fOt' u~- to obser've those things 1"lhich He 
commanded. WhilE' I searched for Chr-ist in Christmas, I 
also searched for' a commandment for us to observe 
Christmas. Vouguessed it. Both searches t'Jr"ned out 
to be fruitles~.. Chr-i:.t does 'not celebrate Chr'istmas, 
and He did not command His people to do so!' 

Friend.s. there is nothing wrong with "getting 
together" during the holiday season. There is 
nothing wrong with eating good food and 
exchanging gifts. There is also nothing wrong 
with praising our Saviour in song and praying 
for peace on earth. But where in the Bible do 
we find that Jesus was born on December as? 
And what scripture tells us to honor His 
"birthday" at all? If we must know the Truth, 
there i.s nothing wrong with the day of Dec. as 
except when we treat it as a religious "holy­
day", As people are starting to find out, 
Chri·st i.s not in "Christma.s" after all! 

RAY 
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Sometimes when things are going bad for usSEARGH THESGRIPTUR,ES 

and we have to suffer a little bit. the first 
thing we ask is "Why me. God?" We want to1. 	 Since Christ died for us. then we should no 
blame God for all our troubles and .sometimes.longer live for ourselves but should live for 
when the stress is unbearable. we even comewhom? 
close to renouncing him! Wasn't it his wife 

2. Name the two things that God used to who told Job to "curse God. and die"? When 
destroy Sodom? we begin to .suffer. the devil whisper.s the same 

cure in OUr ear. "Curse God. and die", Satan3. Peter says one's faith is more precious 
wants us to hold God personally responsible forthan what? 
our own sufferings and thus. shift the blame 
el·sewhere. He deceives us into thinking that if 

Lord? 
4. How did David say he panted after the 

we will reject God out of our lives and turn to 
the devil's evil ways. then the suffering will 

S. What happened when Moses struck the rock 
at Horeb? 

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH . • . 

and remember last month's questions? 

1. What was Hamar's son's great sin? HE 
DEFILED DINAH (Gen. 34:2) 

2. Where did Lazarus and his sisters live? 
BETHANY (John 11:1] 

3. Why should the people who believe in' Moses 
believe in Christ? BECAUSE MOSES WROTE OF 
JESUS [John S:46) 

4. In Leviticus. what must the fire on the 
altar not be allowed to do? BURN OUT (Lev. 
6:12) 

S. What was the name of the boy king that 
Queen Athaliah failed to kill? JOASH (2 ChI'. 
22:111 

There are still a con·siderable number of 
old-fashioned women in this country. 
each of whom is tryil1g to make one 

husband last a lifetime. 

disappear and everything will soon get better! 

But as Christians. we must always remember 
who our God is and how wonderful he has been 
to us. No amount of suffering should diminish 
our love for him {Rom. 8:38.39J. We mu.st never 
cease to worship and praise the Almighty. 
When we do this. we put our .sufferings into 
the proper perspective and it becomes a 
secondary matter. 

Second. Job was blessed to have a few friends 
who cared about him and who came to help 
him. In the rest of the book. we find that Job 
took advantage of that opportunity and 
discussed his ·situation with those friends. 
Brethren. we are blessed to have fellow 
Christians all around us who really care. 
When we are suffering. we ought to take 
advantage of that same opportunity and .share 
our problems. The early believers suffered 
much persecutioll in the days of the Roman 
emperors but they survived. How? They had 
ALL things common (Acts 4:32). They shared 
their material wealth. but they also shared 
their spiritual riche.s. They were brother.s and 
sisters in Christ. bound in the love of the Lord 
and with concern for each other. They helped 
one another (Rom. IS:I; Gal. 6:21. If a Christian

i 
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.suffers today, he can depend on finding much 
comfort from the fellow believers around him. 

The two out,standing times in Jesus' life when 
He suffered was in the Garden of Gethsemane 
and on the cross of Calvary. In both instances 
He suffered physically and mentally. In both 
in,stances He turned to God the Father and 
prayed' earnestly. Shouldn't that teach us 
something important about dealing with 
suffering? Prayer is usually the la,st thing we 
resort to when we suffer because we get so 
caught up in our.selves and in our problems. 
Sometimes we think nobody can "understand" 
or "sympathize" with our particular situation. 
Therefore we feel . ju,stified in keeping it 
'bottled up' inside and letting it eat our 
'insides' out. But when we go to God in 
prayer. we go through a Mediator who knows 
our every concern {Heb. 4:15]. In time of 
crisIs. our greatest help comes from Him who 
said.. "'Come unto me, all ye that laba Ul"' and 
are heavy laden. and 1 wilJ give you rest:' 
{Matt. 11:281 Instead of being our la,st hope for 
survival, prayer should be the very first way 
we deal with any type of suffering! 

Other than Jesus Christ, the apostle Paul has 
endured more .suffering than anyone else on 
earth {2 Cor. 11:24-271. He was even given a 
"thorn in the flesh". Undoubtedly this caused 
Paul much suffering becau.se three times he 
prayed' to God to remove this "thorn" {2 Cor. 
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12:81. The an,swer to his prayer was this: 
nMy grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
,strength is made perfect in weakness:' At 
this point Paul realized there wa,s a reason for 
his suffering and that made the suffering 
easier to deal with! As with all sufferings 
among God',s people~ there is always a divine 
purpose behind everyone of them. There was 
a godly intention behind God 'allowing' Job's 
,sufferings, wasn't there? And behind Jesus' 
suffering,s? Paul found out the purpose behind 
his sufferings, too (8 Cor. 12:71. 

Brethren, if we .suffer because of some evil act 
we have committed. then we deserve it. But if 
we suffer because of ,some 'good' we have done. 
do not complain about it! Accept it. Glorify 
God U Pet. 4:16]. Rejoice in it U Pet. 4:13J. 
Why be so cheerful about it? Because out of 
this suffering. we can become stronger like 
Paul! Just as the metal i.s made purer through 
a fiery process. our faith and patience are 
enhanced through hardships and trials. That 
was what Paul found out about his "thorn in 
the flesh". "Therefore 1 take pleasure in 
infirmities. in repro a che,s'. in necessities. in 
persecut;QllS. ill distl"'esse·g for Christ's sake: 
for when I am weak. then am I ,strong:' (2 Cor. 
12:10) Our sufferings will become much easier 
to deal with when we learn the divine reason 
and potential behind everyone of them! 

Everybody expects evil men to suffer. It just 
seem·s like the natural thing. But when a 
Christian suffers. Wi:!! have trouble accepting 
that. What can be done? If it's me, I know I 
must remember my Creator and 1 must continue 
to worship him. I also know that I have many 
Christian friends to turn to for help. Prayer 
should be the first thing I do beca'u·se I have 
the perfect Advocate in Jesus Christ. And 
finally. I know there is a godly purpose behind 
my sufferings: to make me stronger! 

RAY McMANUS 

http:becau.se


4 

THE HARVESTER is a m011thly publication mailed free of 
chai'ge to anyone I;Jho '.Jishes to receive it. Please 
submit name, address, and all correspondence to: 

Ray McManus 

3265 FOI.'lers Ferry Rd. 

Gadsden, Al 359Q11 -9130 

Phone: (2Q15) 442-4181 


·suffers today, he can depend 011 finding much 
comfort from the fellow believers around him. 

The two out.standing times in Jesus' life when 
He suffered was in the Garden of Gethsemane 
and on the cross of Calvary. In both in.stances 
He suffered physically and mentally. In both 
instances He turned to God the Father and 
prayed earnestly. Shouldn't that teach us 
.something important about dealing with 
.suffering? Prayer is u.sually the last thing we 
resort to when we .suffer becau.se we get so 
caught up in ourselves and in our problems. 
Sometimes we think nobody can "understand" 
or "sympathize" with our particular situation. 
Therefore we feel ju.stified in keeping it 
'bottled up' inside and letting it eat our 
'in.sides' out. But when we go to God in 
prayer. we go through a Mediator who knows 
our every concern CHeb. 4:18). In time of 
criSIS. our greatest help comes from Him who 
said. "Come unto me, all ye that laboUJ" and 
are heauy laden, and I will giue you rest:' 
(Matt. 11:88) Instead of being our last hope for 
survival. prayer should be the very first way 
we deal with any type of .suffering! 

Other than Je·sus Christ. the apostle Paul has 
endured more suffering than anyone else on 
earth (8 Cor, 11:84-871. He was even given a 
"thorn in the rJesh", Undoubtedly this caused 
Paul much suffering becau.se three times he 
prayed to God to remove this "thorn" ca Cor, 
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18:81. The answer to hi.s prayer was this: 
"My grace is .sufficient for thee: for my 
.strength is made perfect in weakness;' At 
this point Paul realized there wa·s a reason for 
his suffering and that made the suffering 
easier to deal with! As with all sufferings 
among God's people, there is always a divine 
purpose behind everyone of them. There was 
a godly intention behind God 'allowing' Job's 
sufferings. wasn't there? And behind Jesus' 
suffering.s? Paul found out the purpose behind 
his sufferings, too ca Cor. 18:7). 

Brethren, if we suffer because of some evil act 
we have committed, then we de.serve it. But if 
'!Are .suffer because of ·some 'good' we have done, 
do not complain about it! Accept .it. Glorify 
God n Pet. 4:16). Rejoice in it (1 Pet. 4:13J. 
Why be so cheerful about it? Because out of 
thi.s suffering, we can become stronger like 
Paul! Just as the metal is made purer through 
a fiery process, our faith and patience are 
enhanced through hardships and trials. That 
was what Paul found out about his "thorn in 
the rJe·sh". "TheJ"efore I ta'k"e pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches. in nece.ssities, in 
persecutiollS, in di-stresses for Christ'S sake: 
for when I am weak. then am Istrong~' (8 Cor. 
18:10) Our sufferings will become much easier 
to deal with when we learn the divine reason 
and potential behind everyone of them! 

Everybody expects evil men to suffer. It just 
·seem.s like the natural thing. But when a 
Christian suffers, we have trouble accepting 
that. What call be done? If it'.s me, I know I 
must remember my Creator and J must continue 
to worship him. I also know that I have many 
Christian friends to turn to for help. Prayer 
.should be the first thing I do beCal..lSe I have 
the perfect Advocate in Jesus Christ. And 
finally, I know there is. a godly purpose behind 
my sufferings: to make me stronger! 

RAY t-1cMANUS 
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SEARGH THESGRIPTURES 

1. Since Christ died for us, then we should no 
longer live for ourselves but should live for 
whom? 

2. Name the two things that God used to 
destroy Sodom? 

3. Peter .says one·s faith is more precious 
than what? 

4. How did David .say he panted after the 
Lord? 

5. What happened when Moses struck the rock 
at Horeb? 

ANSWERS NEXT MONTH . , . 

and remember la.st month's questions? 

1. What was Hamar's son's great sin? HE 
DEFILED DINAH (Gen. 34:2) 

2. Where did Lazaru.s and his sisters live? 
BETHANY [John 11:11 

3. Why should the people who believe in' Moses 
believe in Christ? BECAUSE MOSES WROTE OF 
JESUS [John 5:46) 

4. In Leviticus, what must the fire on the 
altar not be allowed to do? BURN OUT (Lev. 
6:12) 

5. What was the name of the boy king that 
Queen Athaliah failed to kill? JOASH [2 ChI'. 
22:11) 

There are still a considerable number of 
old-fashioned women in this country. 
each of whom is trying to make one 

husband last a lifetime. 
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Sometimes when things are going bad for us 
and we have to suffer a little bit. the first 
thing we ask is "Why me, God?" We want to 
blame God for all our troubles and sometimes. 
when the stress is unbearable. we even come 
clo.se to renouncing him! Wasn't it his wife 
who told Job to "curse God. and die"? When 
we begin to .suffer. the devil whispers the same 
cure in our ear. ··Cur·se God. and die". Satan 
wants us to hold God personally responsible for 
our own sufferings and thus. shift the blame 
eI.seoohere. He deceives us into thinking that if 
we will reject God out of our live.s and turn to 
the devil's evil ways. then the suffering will 
disappear and everything will soon get better! 

But as Christians, we must always remember 
who our God is and how wonderful he has been 
to us. No amount of suffering should diminish 
our love for him (Rom. 8:38,39). We mu.st never 
cease to worship and praise the Almighty. 
When we do this, we put our suffering.s into 
the proper perspective and it becomes a 
.secondary matter. 

Second, Job was blessed to have a few friend.s 
who cared about him and who came to help 
him. In the rest of the book. we find that Job 
took advantage of that opportunity and 
discus.sed hi·s ·situation with those friends. 
Brethren, we are blessed to have fellow 
Chri.stians all around us who really care. 
When we are suffering. we ought to take 
advantage of that same opportunity and share 
our problems. The early believers suffered 
much persecution in the days of the Roman 
emperors but they survived. How? They had 
ALL things common (Acts 4:32). They shared 
their material wealth. but they also .shared 
their .spiritual riche.s. They were brothers and 
si.sters in Christ, bound in the love of the Lord 
and with concern for each other. They helped 
one another (Rom. 15:1; Gal. 6:2], If a Christian 

I 
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We are also subject to mental suffering-s such 
as anxiety. fear, or concern over various 
matters. whether material or spiritual. In 
either case, a Christian can suffer ju-st as 
much as the non-believer. 

Oftentimes we think that once a person has 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and becomes His 
child through baptism (John 3:S; Mark 16:161, 
that person becomes immune to human 
suffering. On the contrary, that person will 
probably suffer MORE because he is now a 
Christian! A.s di.sciples of Christ, we are 
"separate" ca Cor. 6:171 and "different" (a Pet. 
a:91 from the re-st of the world. We now 
convict the world (Eph. S:l1) and for that 
reason all Christians will suffer persecution ca 
Tim. 3:18). 

How does a Christian deal with suffering? 
Most people would turn to a psychologi.st or 
some other kind of doctor of wisdom for 
advice. Others might consult noted 'experts', 
But the Christian has only one place to look to 
receive the right answer: in God's Word, In 
the Bible we can learn a lot from the examples 
of others who suffered as godly men. Today 
we want to notice four items that a Christian 
can do when he begins to -suffer. 

Job was one who suffered terribly, both physi­
cally a_nd mentally. Not only did he have '~sore 
boils from the sole of hi.s foot unto his 
crown" CJob a:7). he also had to contend with 
the lo-ss of all his earthly possessions 
including the loss of his seven sons and three 
daughters (Job 1J. Surely Job suffered more 
than any of us. Yet. how did he handle it? 
First. he worshipped and blessed the name of 
God (Job 1:aO-aU! No matter how difficult the 
circumstances. Job remembered his God. He did 
not forget who the Creator and Provider in his 
lite was. 
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SEARCHING FOR CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 

Once in a while Truth shows up in the most 
unexpected places. Read, for example, the 
following excerpt taken from a denominational 
preacher! 

"It finell:l began to dal."ll all me thet I would not find 
Christ in Christmas. Since Christmas means the "mass 
of Christ" I -realized l~o,-,ld not find Christ in 
Chdstmas because He is not a Catholic and, they-efore, 
does not go to mass. 

Also, since it is the "mass of Christ" or "sacrifice of 
Chy-ist", JeslJs ~Jould not .~o to mass, any mass. because 
He ';.las crucified O\1ce and for Him to condone the me!:-s 
by His py-esence l.vol.lld indicate His "one sacrifice" I»as 
not eno'Jgh for the sah'ation of His people. 

After several :leal's of =-eay-chiIl9 for Christ in 
Christmas and not Him, it was obvious to me that 
Christ does not celebrate Christmas and neither should 
1. He said for IJS to ObSeY'le those things l.vhich He 
commanded. WhilE' 1 searched for Chr-ist in Christmas, I 
also searched for- a commandment for IJS to observe 
Christmas. "lou '3,_,essed it. Both searches tur-ned out 
to be fruitless. Christ does not celebrate Chdstmas, 
and He did \l.)t command His people to do so!' 

Friends. there is nothing wrong with "getting 
together" during the holiday season. There is 
nothing wrong with eating good food and 
exchanging gifts. There is also nothing wrong 
TATith praising our Saviour in song and praying 
for peace on earth. But where in the Bible do 
we find that Jesus was born on December as? 
And what scripture tells us to honor His 
"birthday" at all? If we must know the Truth. 
there i-s nothing wrong with the day of Dec. as 
except when we treat it as a religious "holy­
day", A.s people are starting to find out, 
Christ is not in "Christmas" after all! 

RAY 

http:psychologi.st
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HE THAT BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED 
SHALL BE SAVED. (Mark 16:16) 

Editor's Note: The yea'", of 1992 was an especially 
bus!J one for me and I was not able to write as much as 
I wanted. For that 'reason r am so grateful to all 
th'Jse who sent in articles. This year we 
writings from: Max Gaskins, Ricky Holland, Bobby 
Ramsey, and Ton9 ~Jhiddoii. ~Je have a few more articles 
in stock at this time, but if you can send one in, it 
would be most appreCiated. This is an e!(cellent oppor­
tunity to preach the pure gospel of Christ. 

Thanks go to those IJJho have sent in names to be added 
to the mailing list. Thelistisnol.oolJe)'1C2!0C2! names 
and your interest keeps me going I Thanks also to the 
many contributions of m'Jney, though it really isn't 
necessary. Finally, this editor owes much to the Sun 
Hill Road cOl1g)'egation in Birmingham, AL fa)' alJOI.Jing us 
to mail under· their permit, thereby cutting our m~iling 

expenses. Like last year, these brethren ha,le also 
helped me with the task of Address Conections. 

Continue to pr·ay for this work and for our feeble 
efforts at spreading the Truth. We have a tremendoLls 
responsibility to "preach Christ al1d Him crucified" and 
must do so b!j an!j means authorized in the tiT! If we 
have the Truth, we cannot be ashamed to share it. 

~(9~{t~ ~-ar(:t(l1~t~~ 
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4 - 6 

Dec. 
19--20 

Jan. 
8 - 10 

Place 8. Time 

Mt. Zion Church 
Crab Orchard, KY 

Second Ave. Church 
Opelika, AL 

Laurel Church 
London. KY 

§Eeaker 

James McDonald 
(Woodbury, TN) 

Chris Melton 
(Valley, .AL) 

James McDonald 
(Woodbury, TN) 
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"TI-,e r,ot"Jest t/,I.-\ly is gr·eat, bL\1; the laborers ':II'e fe~j: prcly 
ye therefore tt1e Lor·,j ·Jf the har·",es'!;, that f,e W"'-l1d send 

forth latl·,rers into "is t\or".Iest." CLuf;e .10:2] 

WHEN A CHRISTIAN SUFFERS 

Suffering is a part of every human being's life. 
We suffer. not because God has caused it. but 
because of sin. Remember when Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God's commandment? That was when 
they introduced sin to the human race. 
Unknowingly they also brought human -suffering 
into their lives. Today much of our suffering 
can be traced to man's wickedness and 
thousands of innocent people have to bear its 
burden. 

There are two kinds of suffering: physical and 
mental. Since we are human being.s with 
physical bodies, we are subject to physical 
suffering.s like injuries# pain, or disabilities. 
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