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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

In the beginning when God created man he was
alone. "And the Lord God sxid, It is not good
that the man should be lone; I will make him
an help meest for him!" (Gen. 2:A8] God saw
that man nesded to be able to interact with
others of his kind in order to be happy. Adam
is now long gone, but man's need for fellowship
is still just as strong as it ever was. It is
this need or desire which lies at the root of
peer pressure. Man feels a n=ed to be accep-
ted by a group. So to gain acceptance men
will often do what the group does. This is
often the cause of many good people going bad.

it i5 necessary for people to have friends to
some extent. If a person isolates himself from
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everyoneg else this will only lzad to misery and
unhappiness. The key is to find the right kind
of people to interact with. Many peopis have
foclad themselves into believing that they can
assooiate with people of lower moral characienr
without it having any adverse effect on them,
This simply is not true. There is no man who
is so strong that he cannot bhe affected by
continued exposure to evil. To deny this is to
deny the words of the Bible. “HBe not deceived:
evil communications corrupt good manners! {1
Cor. 15:33) Paul sven warns us not to be
deceived about this fact. He knows that many
men will believe themselves too strong to be
affected by an evil influence. But look at what
happened to righteous Lot after he had lived in
Scdom for a while. Look at how Solomon, with
all his wisdom, was corrupted by his ewvil
wives. No man is too strong to be brought
down by sin.

Solomon said, “fron sharpeneth iron; s¢ = man
sharpeneth the countenznce of his friend!
{Prov. 27:171 He uses the illustration of iron
which is extremely strong and hard to he
changed or altered in any way. But by using
another piece of iron the first can be shaped
any way you want it. Likewise a person who
may think he is as strong as iron, can he
affected by another strong person. Friends,
don’t make the mistake of thinking you can get
away with continued social contact with sinful
people.

Now I rsalize that it is often necessary for us
tp interact with this type of pecple in our
everyday life. We work with them, buy §from
them, sell to them, and have many opther
dealings with them. This is aimost unavoidable.
But it is strictly up to uws who we spend our
frea time writh. And for some reason most
people would rather spend their leisure time
with a group that has a listle "life” in them,
not with a bunch of dull Christians. Why,
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thoze ol Christians arse downright horing,
aren’t they? They don™t drink., or tell dirty
iokes, sr anything that's really fun, Do you
know wpeople who think like this? People who
don’t find any enjioywment spending time with
Christians. I know a lot of people who say

they are Christians who ars like this, The
only time they want to ses= another Christian
is on Sunday morning. This aititude shows

that the person 15 carnal and not spirituall A
Christian should rather spend times with those
of like mind and hope thasn with anyone else.
Wouldn’t you?

e often have to develop casual relationships
rwrith people of the world. but again it is strict-
ly our decision whom we form closer relations
with. Paul said., "Be y= not uvnegually yoked
together with unbelisvers: for what fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 4nd
what communion hath lght with darkness?™ {1

Cor. 8:143 This would cover anything which
would cause us to spend a good deal of time
with a nonbeliever. This could be a close
friendship, a business partnership. and

especially a marriage.

The need for fellowship is uwniversal. Even our
Lord had His friends while here on earth. He
even wept when He heard of the death of His
friend Lazarus, The Christian today also
needs to have friends. But the key is toc ba
very careful about the friends you choose.
Ask yourself if you would be ashamed for Jesus
to walk up on you while you were with your

friends. Would you be able to carry on
business as usual, or would you try to start
making excuses? If you wouldn’t feel

comfortable having Jesus there, then YDU den’t
need to be theres.

In Acts chapter 2 we read of the establishment
of the Lord's church. We are alsp given socme
insight Into some of the activities of the early



Christians. “dnd they oontinued steadfzasti
in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, =n
in brezking of bread, and in prayersd [Act
Z:42) 1 have heard many »preachers guote thi
versae and then slaborate on the three wveary
important things the early disciples were doin
in this passags. They were continuing in the
apostles® doectrine, the breaking of bread, and
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prayers. Certainly no one would argus with
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the importance of these 1tems. But  what
apout the fourth, ~fellowship? Is fellnwship
really all that important? Apparently the

inspired writer thought it was important
ennugh to include it with the other three. But
do we give it that much importance today?
Fellowship is not just a mere by-~product of
Christianity, but is part of the very heart and
soul of it.

How often do most Christians see opne another
thezse days? Maybe tiwso or three times a wesk
at services. Ur perhaps a little more often if
that person happens to be a relative or a
neighbor. But how often do we make It a point
to get together with those we are supposed to
love so much? But then we never have time
do we? There’s always television programs to
be watched., books to be read, and countless
other things which Satan will use to convince
us we have no time to do things which will
nromoie spiritual growth. The scriptures tell
us to “Exhort cone ancther daily, while it Is
called To dxy; lest any of you be hardensd
through the deceitfuiness of sinl® (Heb., 3:13)
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Hpw can we do thizs if we seldom even ses gne
another? This is exactly what Satan wants.
predatory animal wiill always trvy to separate
its intended wictim from the herd before
moving in for the kill. And our "ddversary the
devil, az = resring  lian, wz=lketh 2bout,
seaelking whom he mzy devour? [1 FPsi, 3:8) He
wants to isolate us so he can destroy us one
by ona. The is indeed streagih in numbers.
A Christian who has littie fellowship with other
Christians is like a lamb lost from the flock.
it’s only a matter of time before the wolf gets
hungry.

..T-v

wWhy is there so lititie fellowship among Christ-
ians today? One thing which was already
meniioned is that our lifestyles have sped up
so dramatically in the last few decades, that
we feel we just don't have enough time for
things like that any more. But friends, our
world is not going to collapse if we can’t make
1t to the golf course next weekend. Or if we
miss the big hunting trip. Or if we miss the
big ball game on TV. There is time for Christ-
1an families to do things together. But only if
we are willing to take the time.

If someone were to ask you if you think Iit's
necessary to attend the services of the church
what would you say? Most people would
orobably say wyes and cite Hebrews 10:28 to
prove it. But then what if that person asked
you what you thought was so important about
going, what would yon say? To sing, to pray,
to partake of the communion, to hear the
preaching, to lay by in store? [I"'m sure these
wiould be the common ansuwers, But did you
ever noatice Hebrews 10:25 doesn™t mention a
single ong of these items? What doss it say?
"dnd let us consider one znother in order ko
stir up love zand good works, not forszking
the assembling of oursehres together, as is
the manner of some, but exhorting ons
another, and so much the more, as you ses
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the Day approzching’” {Heh., 10:24-25 HNK3)
Doesn*t it seem that the aspects of fellowship
are greatly emphasized here? HNow I do not for
a moment intend %o try to diminish ths impor-
tanca of these other items. But what 1 would
like tp do is get everyone to realize the signi-
ficance placed on fellowship in this passags,
and indeed in the entira Bible.

Let us have fellowship with one another. And
Ilett us ke friends with Christ. "Ye are my
friends, If ye do whatscever [ command youw”
{John 15:14) If we are carnally minded we will
have carnal friends. If we are spiritually
minded we will have spiritual frisnds. Which
do you have? “Ffor to be carnally minded is
death; but to be spiritually minded iz Hfe and
peace” (Fom. B:6]

SEARGH THE SGRIPTURES

1. IWhom did 0God sell into the hands of
Chushanrishathaim?

2. IWhat was one agricultural difference
between Egypt and Canaan?

3. Who was the first disciple to go into the
empty tomb of Jesus?

4. Which bock of the Bible usas over one half
of its pages to record the events in Christ’s
life and His sayings during His last days?

. On tha way to his wedding, what did
Samson turn away to seea?

(P
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ANSWERS NEXT MONTH . ..
and remember last month's guestions?

1. Who laid the foundation of the rebuily
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temple and, according to Zechariah, would also
compiete it? ZERUBBAEBEL ({Zech. 4:8)

2. To what city was Paul going when he wrote
Romans? JERUSALEM (Rom. 15:251

3. The man who marries a divorced woman
does rshat? COMMITS ADULTERY (Lk. 15:18)

4. TWhen Babylon has fallen, what does Isaiah
report will be shattered on the ground?
THE IMAGES OF ITS G0DDS (Isa. 21:3)

5. Was Moses the only person who could see
the Lord in the form of a cloud? NO (Exo.
33:107

WILL HE FIND TEN RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE?

Amid all the controversy surrounding our FPres-
ident’s recent decision to lift the ban on
homosexnals in the military, | was reminded
about Sodom and Gomorrah. This is the story
where two angels of God visited these citiss
because their sin was "very grievous” (Gen.
18:20). The men of Sodom were guilty of homo-
sexuality (Gen. 19:4-7). Thus, they were
destroyed with fire and brimstone {vs., 24-25).

The part of the story that really stuck in my
mind was the conversation Abraham had with
the Lord right before the angels went to
Sodom. He asked if the righteous would be
destroyed along with the wicked {Gen. 15:23M.
~ After several similar guestions, the Lord finally
answerad that He would NOT destroy the cities
if He found ten righteous souls (Gen. 18:32).
Sadly enough, not even five were found in the
city. This made me wonder: Could the Lord
find ten righteous people in our nation today?

Thisz is not intended to he an extensive article
on the subject of homosexuality. Where God
stands on this issue is clearly documented in

[Continued next page:
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the Bible. We have alreaidy notad the account of

Sodom and Gomorrah. {God did NOT destroy these
cities hecause of their ‘inhospitality’. as most homo-
sexuals will claim.? In Romans 1:24-32 the person who
sngages in homosexual activities is worthy of spiritual
death! The principle of Lev. 20:13 and Faul's statement

in 1 Cor. B:9-12 are other evidences of God's position.

In today's world, we must foocus more on the general
guestion: When Christ comes again, how many
rightaous people will He find here on earth? 507 147
Wiil I ke one of the saved? Answer this honestly,
because one day the truth on this matter wiil be
made known! Friends, as our country continues its
steady decline in spiritual values, can we not sae ‘how

much more important it is that we live a righteous
life? Please strive to be ons of the few who will find

the strait gate and narrow way (Matt. 7:i34)
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