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I MUST DECREASE 

John the Baptist had a definite purpose in life. 
His job was to turn the heart.s of the people 
back toward Goel and to tell them about the 
coming of the Mes-siah [John 1:6-SJ. He was 
the forerunner of Chdst and he knew the time 
was near to turn over his ministry to Jesus. 
But some of John's disciples were confused. 
They were concerned when more people started 
to gather with Jesus and not with their 
teacher >.(John 3:26). To all this John answered, 
"He. mu.,st increa,se~ but I must decl~ea,se" (John 
3:30). John was referring to the importance 
hetween Jesus and himself. He knew that 
Jesus would 11000 complete God"s plan of 
.salvation. Johnos work wa·s finished. The time 
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had come for a greater distance to be placed 
between the two and John was able to 
recognize this! 

In the same l~espect, when a pel~son becomes a 
Christian, he must realize: "Christ must 
increase, but I must decrease". Our Lord 
should become more .signifiqant in our lives and 
our own importance should decrease. But many 
people fail to recognize thi.s. That is why some 
members of the Lord's church never seem to 
grow much after baptism. They have not 
allowed Christ to "incl~ea.ge" and themselves t;o 
"decrease". 

When we are baptized into the death of Jesus 
Chri.st, "OUl~ old ma:n is crucified with him, 
that the body of Sill might be destroyed]' that 
he11ceforth we should 110t serve s·in" (Rom. 
6:6). That means that our old way of life is to 
be put away. "Old thi11gs are pas.s·ed away" 
C8 Cor. 5:171. Our former pl~iorltles mu.st 
decrease in importance. What used to be very 
prominent to me in this earthly life will now 
play second fiddle to what is valuable in my 
spiritual life", as a disoiple of Christ. Not 
everyone is willing to make that commitment! 

Our "old" motives and our old manner of life 
aI.so decreases. Being baptized and thus, 
crucifying the "old man" says that our "old" 
feelings. our thoughts, our belief.s, and our 
opinions take a backseat to God. "For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, :neither are 
your ways my ways. saith the Lord. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth. 5'0 are 
my ways higher tllall your ways, and my 
thought.s than your thoughts:' [Isa. 55:8.9) 

If we fail to "deCl~ea.se" our former .self, it; is 
very unlikely that the Lord will be able to 
"increa.se'· in our new life. Chri·st cannot 
dwell in me if I refuse to make room for Him. 
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when he anxiously asked the question, "What 
lack I yet?", and was told 

1. Sell what you have 
8. Give to the poor 
3. Then you will have treasure in heaven 
4. Come and follow me, 

he was very rich and had great possessions. 
and the god of materialism choked out his 
opportunity to obey. So with a covetous heart 
he judged himself unworthy of evedasting life. 

What about us today? Are we gUilty of the 
same? 

"Lay not up for yourselves· treasures upon 
earth. where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal: But 
lay up for yourselves· treasures' in heaven. 
where lleither moth 1101' ru.s·t doth corrupt, 
and whel~e thieves do 110t break thl~ough nOr 
steal: For where your treasure fs. there wil1 
your heart be also:' [Matt. 6:19-8n 

"Mortify therefore your melnbers' which are 
upon the eal~th; forl1ication. lmclealuless, 
illOl~dil1ate affection. evil concupiscence, and 
covetous·ness. which is idolatry:" (Col. 3:5) 

'. 
"But godlines·.s· with contentment is Iftain. 
For we brought nothing into this world. and it 
is cel~tain we can carry nothing out. And 
havil1g food and raiment let u·s be therewith 
content. But tiley that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and il]tO ""lnany foolish 
and hurtful lu.st.s, which drown men in 
de.s·tructiot1 and perdition. For the love of 
money is the root of all evil: which while 
some coveted after. they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselve.s· through with 
many sorrows. . . " (1 Tim. 6:6-181 

.JAlvIES D. McDONALD 
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JUDGING OURSELVES UNWORTHY. 
OF EVERLASTING LIFE 

(Editor's Not!O': The follolJJing ay·ticle IL1as submitted as 
the first in a series of fOUl' bulletins. Pad~. 2, 3 and 
4 will be published in the coming months.) 

Text: "And when the Jew.s wel~e gone out of 
the synagogue. the Gentiles' besought that 
these words might be preached the next· 
.sabbath. Now when the congregation was 
broken up. many of the Jews and l~eligious 

proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who 
speaking to them persuaded them to continue 
in the grace of God. 

And the next sabbath day came almost the 
whole city together to hear the word of God. 
But whell the Jews ·saw the l1H.rltitudes. they 
were filled with envy. and spake against 
these thillgS which were spoken by Paul, 
cOlltradicting and bla.spheming. 

Then Paul and Barnaba.s waxed bold, and said. 
It was necessary that the word of God 
should first have been spoken to .you: but 
seeing you put it from you. and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life. 10. we 
turn to the Gentiles;' (Acts 13:48-46) 

To expand on this thought let us considel~ 

other exaulples of wrong attitudes in regard to' 
the Word of God, and everlasting life. 

The Rich Young Ruler (Matt. 19:16-84) (Mk. 
10:17-85) 
He seemed on the surface to be very interested 
in everla.sting life. He was informed by the 
Lord to keep the commandments (the 10 
Commandments - Exodus 80:1-18), He thought 
he was on Easy Street then because he had 
cut hi.steeth on Judai.sm and had kept the 
commandments sine::: he was a young boy, But 
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For example. before I can stuff extra coins into 
a full piggy bank. I must first remove some of 
the coins inside. Similarly. I must "decrease" 
all of my selfish de.sires to the point that 
there is enough rOOll1 for Christ to "increase" 
His importance in my heart. I have to clear 
some space. .spirituaily speaking. by getting rid 
of the "old man of sin", So. the big step in 
Christian maturity is that 1 mllst decrease in 
mine own importance. 

No longer should I live with the attitude of "I 
WILL do this and I WILL do that ••:' That was 
the exact attitude of Lucifer in Isaiah 14:13.14 
and of the Rich Fool in Luke 18:18.19. They 
were so. busy thinking of themselve.5. of their 
wants and desires that they had little time for 
the things that really mattered: "the kingdom. 
of God and all his rigJ1teou.slless" [Matt. 6:33). 
If Christ is going to truly "increase" in us, 
then we Ull\.st ndecrease'" It can no longer be 
MY will. but it must be God's will FIRST in all 
things! 

How does one "decreas'e"? The answer may lie 
in remembering that upon conversion. we no 
Iongel~ belong to ourselves. When we are added 
to the bord's church [Acts 8:47). we are called 
Chri.5t.ians (Acts 11:86). That litel~ally means 
we become a possession of Jesus Christ. Our 
body now belongs to God U Cor. 6:19). 
Therefore we become servants of Christ. to 
o}Jey His every command. 

Par-t of our conversion insists that we imitate 
the One whom we now serve U In. 8:6). He 
gave . us plenty of examples to follow (John 
13:15). So. when we learn to be more humble. 
lllore patient, Ulore temperate. more 
.self-denying. .•• in short. more Christ-like, then 
we are "decreasing" self and le1;ting the 
influence of Jesus Chri·st "increase'" When we 
do good works and let our light shine before 

http:18:18.19
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men (Matt. 5:16). the world will see NEV.} 
creatures. They will .see different and 
'peculiar' people, whose "old 111all" has 
decreased and Christ has increased. 

Ephesians 5:18 tells u.s to "Be filled with the 
Spirit". How will that be possible if we are 
filled with "self"? Once again. we are peminded 
of the full piggy bank that we must first 
"decrease" before the "illcrease" can take 
place. Until we let God's spirit dwelJ in us and 
dominate our actions, we cannot truly say we 
have been converted and changed. We must 
have the Spirit of Christ abide in u·s before we 
can live as a Christian (Rom. 8:9). 

John the Baptist pointed out an impOl'tant but 
forgotten step in the gl~owth of every 
Chri.stian when he said of Jesus, "He l1H.I·st 

increase. but 1 11lu·st decrea.s-e". After baptism 
many people fail to realize that they must 
continue to :"decrea.se" before Chri.st can 
"increa.se" any more. After baptism. "they 
which live should 110& henceforth live Ullto 

them,s·elves. but unto him which died for them. 
and rose agail1" [2 Cor. 5:15J. May God grant 
us the courage to agree. "I must decrease!" 

RAY t.l.-MD.fdl 

I Plu:nrER IS BEING INTIMATE WITH GOD.j 
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SJ34RGH THE SGRIPTURJ3S 
1. "'Jho took some bread. some watei~. and her 
son and wandered in the wilderness of 
Beersheba? 

2. What country was the power of the seas. 
in Ezekiel? 

3. According to John 15. what happens to 
hranches that are thrown away and I.lJithel'? 

4. With what was the woman in Revelation 17 
drunk? 

S. What kind of bird did Noah send out that 
came back to th.e ark? 

ANSWERS NERT MONTH 

and remember last month's questions? 

1. According to the book of Nt.Hubers. hot\J long 
was a person who touched a corpse considered 
unclea.n? SEVEN DAYS [NUl1l. 19:11) 

2. After Ahraham's sojoul~n in the land of the 
Philistine, God did something to him. What 
was it? GOD TESTED HIM eGen. 22:1) 

3. t>Jhat' must a man be able to manage before 
he may be able to manage God's church? HIS 
OWN FAMILY n Tim. 3:5) 

4. What l~eflect.s the man as water reflects a 
face? HIS HEART (Prov. 27:19J 

5. Why diet Peter write his letters? SO HIS 
READERS WOULD REMEMBER THE TRUTHS HE 
TAUGHT EVEN AFTER HIS DEATH (2 Pet. 1:13-1SJ 

f WHEN SUCCE·55 TURNS A, trlA·N'S 
HEaD. HE FfiOES FfllLURE. 
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men (Matt. 5:16), the world will see NEV.] 
creatures. They will see different and 
'peculiar' people, whose "old 111anH has 
decreased and Christ has increased. 

Ephesians 5:18 tells us to "Be fi11ed with the 
Spirit". How !:JIil1 that be possible if we are 
filled with "self"? Once again, we are reminded 
of the full piggy bank that we must first 
"decrease" before the "increase" can take 
place. Until we let God's spii~it dwell in us and 
dominate our actions, we cannot truly say we 
have been convek~ted and changed. We must 
have the Spirit of Christ abide in us before we 
can live as a Christian (Rom. 8:9). 

John the Baptist pointed out an impOl~tant but 
forgotten step in the growth of every 
Christian when he ,said of Jesus. "He UU.1st 

increase, but I ID:r.r,St decrease". After bapti,sm 
many people fail to realize that they mu,st 
continue to "decrease" before Christ can 
"increa,5'e" any more. After baptism, "they 
which live ,should 110t; hencefm~th live 
them,selves, but unto hill} which died for 
and rose agai11" [2 Cor. 5:15). May God grant 
us the courage to agree. "1 must decrease!" 

RAY t·kt"lANIJS 

IPREYER IS BEING INTIMATE WITH GOD. I 
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SJ=:4RGH THE SGRIPTURJ=:S 
1. Who took some hpead, some watep, and her 
son and wandered in the wilderness of 
Beer-sheba? 

2. What country was the power of the seas, 
in Ezekiel? 

3. According to John 15, what happens to 
branches that are thrown away and T.A1ither? 

4. With what was the woman in Revelation 17 
drunk? 

S. What kind of bird did Noah send out that 
came back to the ark? 

ANSWERS NERT MONTH 

and remember last month's questions? 

1. According to the hook of Numbers, how long 
was a person who touched a corpse considered 
unclea,n? SEVEN DAYS (NUll1. 19:11) 

2. After Abraham's ,sojoul~n in the land of the 
Philistine, God did somet:hing to him. What: 
was it? GOD TESTED HIM (Gen. 22:1) 

3. t"hat' must a man be able to manage before 
he may be able to manage God's church? HIS 
OWN FAMILY U Tim. 3:5) 

4. JJJhat reflects the man as water reflects a 
face? HIS HEART (Prov. 27:19) 

5. Why did Peter write his letters? SO HIS 
READERS WOULD REMEMBER THE TRUTHS HE 
TAUGHT EVEN AFTER HIS DEATH (2 Pet. 1:13-15) 

WHEN SUCCESS TURNS ft MftN'5 
HEfiD. HE FACES FAILURE. 
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JUDGING OURSELVES UNWORTHY 
OF EVERLASTING LIFE 

(Edito)"s NotE.': The follolJ!ing article IJJa!: submitted as 
the fi"r'st in a series of fOUl' bLllletins. Pads. 2, 3 and 
4 will be p'Jblished in thE.' coming months.) 

Text: '':lind when the Jews were gone aut of 
the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that 
these wards lHight be preached the l,ext 
sabbath. Now whell the congregation was 
broken up. nlany of the Jews and religious 
proselytes folJowed Paul and Banlabas: who 
speaking to them persuaded them to oontl1"me 
in the grace of Gad. 

.And the next sabbath day came almost the 
whole city together to hear the ward of Gad. 
But when the Jews saw the multitudes, the;,' 
were filled with envy. and spake against. 
these things which were spoken by Paul, 
contradicting and blaspheming. 

Then Paul and Barnaba·s waxed bold. and said, 
It was neces·sar}T that the ward of Gad 
should first haue been .spoken to yoti: but 
s·eeing you put it from you, and judge 
yourselve.g unworthy of everlasting life, la, we 
turn to the Gentiles:' (Acts 13:42-46) 

To expand on thi·s thought let us consider 
other examples of wrong attitudes in regard to' 
the Wot'ct of God,- and everlasting life. 

The Rich Young Ruler (Matt. 19:16-84) (Mk. 
10:17-85] 
He seemed on the surface to be very interested 
in everlasting life. He was informed by the 
Lord to keep the commandments (the 10 
Commandments - Exodus 80:1-181, He thought 
he was on Easy Street then because he had 
cut his teeth on Judaism and had kept the 
commandments sinCE he was a young boy, But 
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For example, before I can stuff extra coins into 
a full piggy bank. I mu.st first remove some of 
the coins inside. Similarly, 1 must "decrease" 
all of my selfish desires to the point that 
there is enough room fot' Chri.st to "increase" 
His importance in my heart. I have to clear 
some space, spirituaiIy speaking, by getting rid 
of the "old man of sin". So. the big step in 
Christian maturity is that I must decrease in 
mine own importance. 

No longer should I live with the attitude of "1 
WILL do this and I WILL do that ,.:' That wa·s 
the exact attitude of Lucifer in Isaiah 14:13,14 
and of the Rich Fool in Luke 18:18,19. They 
were so busy thinking of themselves. of their 
wants and desires that theY had little time for 
the things that really mattered: "the kingdom 
of God and all his righteousness" (Matt. 6:33). 
If Christ is going to truly "inorease" in us, 
then we must "decrease"! It can no longer be 
MY will, .but it must be God's will FIRST in all 
things! 

How does one "decrease"? The answer may lie 
in remembering that upon conversion. we no 
longer ~elong to ourselves. When we are added 
to the bord's church (Acts 8:47], we are called 
Christians (Acts 11:86). That literally means 
we become a }Jossession of Jesus Christ. Our 
body now belongs to God U Cor. 6:1SJ. 
Therefore we become .servants of Christ~ to 
obey His every command. 

Part of our conversion in.sists that we imitate 
the One whom we now serve {1 In. 8:6], He 
gave us plenty of examples to follow (John 
13:15). So. when we learn to be more humble. 
more }Jatient, more temperate. more 
.self-clenying. ... in short, more Christ-like, then 
l.\..le are "decreasing" self and lelting the 
influence of Jesus Christ "increase"! When we 
do good. works and let our light shine before 
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had come for a greater distance to be placed 
between the two and John was able to 
recognize this! 

In the same res}Ject. when a person becomes a 
Christian, he must realize: "Christ must 
increase, but must decrease", Our Lord 
should become more signific;ant in our lives and 
our own importance ,should decrease. But many 
people fail to recognize this. That is why some 
members of the Lord's church never seem to 
grow much after baptism. They have not 
allowed Christ to "increase" and themselves to 
"decrease". 

When we are baptized into the death of Jesus 
Christ. "our old man is crucified with hi:m. 
that the body of Sill might be dest;l~oyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve Sill" (Rom. 
6:6). That means that our old way of life is to 
be put away. "Old things are pa,ssed away" 
(8 Cor. 5:17). Our formel~ }Jriorities must 
decrease in importance. What used to be very 
prominent .to me in thi,s earthly life will now 
play second fiddle to what is valuable in my 
spiritual life as a disciple of Christ. Not 
everyone is willing to make that commitment! 

Our "old" motives and our old manner of life 
also decreases. Being baptized and thus, 
crucifying the "'old man" says that our "old" 
feelings, our thoughts, our beliefs, and our 
opinions take a backseat to God. "For my 
thoughts are not your thought;s. neither are 
your ways Illy ways, saith the Lord. For as 
the heaven.s are higher than the earth,s·o are 
my ways higher than your ways. and nIl' 
thoughts than your thoughc.s·:' Usa.. 55:8.9) 

If we fail to '''decrea,se'' OUl~ former self, it is 
very unlikely that the Lord will be able to 
"increa.se" in our new life. Christ cannot 
dwell in me if I refuse to make room for Him. 
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when he anxiously asked the question, "What 
lack I yet?", alld was told 

1. Sell what you have 
8. Give to the poor 
3. Then you will have treasure in heaven 
4. Come and follow me, 

lle was very rich and had great possessions. 
and the god of matel~ialism choked out his 
opportunity to obey. So with a covetous heart 
he judged himself unworthy of evedasthlg life. 

What about us today? Are we guilty of the 
same? 

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal: But 
lay up for yourselves· treasures in heavell. 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal: For where your treasm~e i.s·, there will 
yom~ heeiJ~t be also!' [Matt. 6:19.,..8U 

nMo~~tify therefore your members which are 
upon the eai~th; fornication, tmcleannes.s, 
inOl~dinate affection, evil concupiscence, and 
covetousness. which is idolatry:" [Col. 3:5) 

'.
"Btlt godlines,s with contentlnent is great gain. 
For we brought nothing into this world. and it 
is certain we can carry nothing out. And 
having food and raiment let us be therewith 
contellt. But tl1ey that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare. and into many foolish 
and hurtful lu.s-t.s, which drown Ulen in 
destruction and perdition. For the love of 
money is the root of all evil: which while 
,some coveted after" they have erred froIn' the 
faith. and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrOW.5. . . " (1 Tim. 6:6-18) 
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I MUST DECREASE 

John the Baptist had a definite purpose in life. 
Hi.s job was to turn the hearts of the people 
back toward God and to tell them about the 
coming of the Mes.siah [John 1:6-8). He was 
the forerunner of Christ and he knew the time 
was near to turn over his ministry to Jesus. 
But some of John's disciples were confused. 
They were concerned when more people started 
to gather with Jesus and not with their 
teacher ·,.(John 3:26). To all this John answered. 
"He must increase, but 1 must decrease" (John 
3:30).' John was referring to the importance 
between Jesu·s and himself. He knew that 
Jesus would now complete God's plan of 
.salvation. John's work was finished. The time 
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